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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, June 3, 1993

Chairman Bert H. Jones presiding.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Joseph B. Cormier 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich

Commissioners Tee John Mialjevich and Perry Gisclair were not 
in attendance.

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jones called for a motion for approval of the May 6, 
1993, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner Jenkins. The 
motion passed unanimously.

A motion for approval of the May 18, 1993 Commission Minutes 
was made by Commissioner Cormier and seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich. The motion passed unanimously.

The April Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 
Caubarreaux. This report showed four pilots flew a total of 95.2 
hours for the month. He then gave a breakdown of the number of 
hours each plane was flown. Also included in the report was a
breakdown of the flights that occurred during the month. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked about a flight in the Partenavia on 
April 26, 1993 which was for the quail federal project? where was 
the 210 permanently located, if flights on April 2, 12 and 13
originated from New Orleans, about the actual flights on April 2 
and 22; and if there was any information on when the Commander 
would be available to fly. Chairman Jones asked about the status 
of the quail when they were found, about portions of Fort Polk 
being closed to hunting, and if hunters for quail would have to 
continue to go to Texas to hunt.

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments on the 1993-94 
Resident Game Hunting Season Proposals and discussion on Goose 
Creeping. First, he reminded everyone of the newly established 
hunting area, Area 7, and the fact that the dates have been changed 
from what was originally proposed. Chairman Jones then formally 
requested that the following dates for Area 7 be included in the 
hunting season packet: October 30 through November 14, 16 days
still hunt only; November 20 through November 28, 9 days still hunt 
only; December 6 through December 10, 5 days still hunt only



(muzzleloader) ; December 11 through January 17, 38 days with or 
without dogs. A motion was made by Chairman Jones to accept the 
dates for Area 7 and to include them into the hunting packet that 
would be ratified at the July Commission Meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Cormier and passed unanimously.

Chairman Jones asked the other Commission Members if they had 
comments on the Hunting Seasons and heard none. He then opened the 
discussion to the public.

Mr. Carl Gremillion made comments on the Goose Creeping law. 
He began by stating that Louisiana was the only state that has a 
law on goose creeping but felt the problem was basically under 
control. Mr. Gremillion stated the law was restricting the freedom 
of the honest sportsmen and then questioned whether the law was 
good. He requested the Commissioners review the information, 
decide and vote on repealing the ban on goose creeping. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Gremillion if he felt it appropriate 
to have a rule on shooting geese on the ground. Commissioner 
Cormier asked what imposition this ban placed on hunters, and how 
many were killed legally. Chairman Jones expressed his 
appreciation to Mr. Gremillion for his comments.

Mr. Ken Tuminello also asked the Commission to repeal the 
goose creeping law. He stated no hunter condones wanton slaughter 
of animals and felt hunters wanted to practice good conservation 
measures. Mr. Tuminello also felt an effective program of 
promoting good sportsmanship through the media would be beneficial, 
such as the Poaching program, more enforcement techniques and an 
effective judicial response to violations. He again asked that the 
law be repealed, unethical abusers be punished and to allow the 
sportsmen take a few geese. Commissioner Schneider asked if it was 
possible to shoot into a flock of geese on the ground and not 
cripple or kill over the limit of birds and then asked if he would 
purposely flush the birds in order to shoot them.

Chairman Jones introduced Mr. Dave Hall, with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Mr. Hall gave a history of how the goose 
creeping issue came to be. The problem of people shooting into 
flocks of geese began in 1984, and for the next three years there 
was a task force that apprehended violators. During the 1985-86 
season, there were 100 individuals apprehended? in 1986-87, there 
were 50 cases and in 1987-88 there were approximately 25 cases. He 
agreed with Mr. Tuminello about working with the courts, news media 
and sportsmen and stated this was being promoted. Since this 
practice has been in existence, there have not been any serious 
goose creeping cases made. Mr. Hall's biggest concern was making 
it clear they do not condone creeping into large flocks of birds 
and shooting them on the ground or in the air. He disagreed with 
the statement hunters can not kill geese using decoys and not being 
allowed to creep. At this point, he showed 3 slides which showed 
a great decrease in the number of violations associated with goose
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hunting. Chairman Jones felt the most profound thing shown with 
the third slide was the turnaround on ethics made by Louisiana 
hunters. He also thought it unethical to shoot into a large flock 
of geese and questioned certain hunting tactics. The law on goose 
creeping should be more clearly defined, stated Chairman Jones. 
Commissioner Cormier asked, with the reduction shown, was the 
problem with the definition of the law? Then he stated a study 
into simplifying the law should be undertaken instead of reversing 
the law. Chairman Jones commented to Mr. Hall that he did present 
a positive message with the enforcement, education and biological 
research taking place.

While Mr. Hall was still at the podium, Commissioner Schneider 
asked what constituted baiting for ducks in normal agricultural 
practices and requested a meeting before the next season. Chairman 
Jones agreed with Commissioner Schneider that this was another area 
that was confusing as to what is and what is not okay in 
maintaining good duck habitat.

Mr. Bill Ferguson, a Special Agent from the Fish and Wildlife 
Service from Lake Charles, stated there was a meeting held each 
year before hunting season to discuss baiting policies, procedures, 
and current case law. The prosecution of cases has been a great 
factor in educating the public on goose creeping. The videos and 
presentations by Mr. Hall were never done to hurt any hunters but 
were to prove the agents worthiness in their jobs. As he recalled, 
Mr. Ferguson stated the problem began in 1977 and got worse as time 
went on and there was a lack of enforcement personnel in the area. 
In 1985 and 1986, the Fish and Wildlife Service decided they needed 
help from the outside. By the third year of the crackdown on goose 
creeping, the Department's Enforcement Agents became involved. 
Then the suggestion for a regulation was made and hours were spent 
in developing the regulation, but now there is a problem of ethics 
and prosecution.

Mr. David Boudreaux, representing Acadiana Sportsmen League, 
stated his league was one of the original groups involved in 
getting the goose creeping ban. At that time Mr. Boudreaux felt 
the regulation was the best thing, but was now aware of the 
problems associated with it. He also made it known this regulation 
was not to penalize any one particular group or individual. He 
then made reference to a packet which showed background 
information, the problem and some recommendations in retaining the 
regulation. He continued by stating his concern was in shooting 
into a flock of geese, these birds relocating, and in the future, 
there would be more properties leased to hunting clubs and less 
land for the birds to use as a safe haven. Mr. Boudreaux stated he 
has talked to commercial hunting clubs, private hunting clubs, and 
individual goose hunters and they are in support of the regulation. 
He hoped the Commission would consider fine tuning the regulation 
and suggested the enforcement agents get together on how they will 
and will not enforce the regulation. He felt if goose creeping was

3



allowed again, it would be the death of goose hunting. A 
discussion on duck and goose populations was also given by Mr. 
Boudreaux. Secretary Herring asked if the ban on goose creeping 
was a law or statute.

Mr. Wilson "Tibby" Thibodaux, a waterfowl hunter for 58 years, 
reminded the Commission that while he was President of the 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation they were in favor of ’the ban on 
goose creeping. But he noted a need to identify the creeping 
regulation as well as the baiting law and offered his assistance if 
needed. Then Mr. Thibodaux described a situation about flushing a 
flock of geese and asked if it was illegal.

Mr. John Craft, Pontchatoula, Louisiana, stated Area 6 and the 
Joyce WMA were too liberal in the number of doe days and suggested 
cutting those days to allow for more youth hunts. He also agreed 
with the concept of Hunters Against Poachers (HAP) and requested 
additional days for Areas 6 and 1.

The Final Ratification of Black Bass Regulations for Toledo 
Bend - Caddo Lake was introduced by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. The rule 
would not change the bass regulations on Toledo Bend, it just 
pulled Caddo Lake out and gave them a separate regulation. The 
regulation for Caddo Lake included a 14 to 17 inch slot limit, 10 
fish bag limit and no more than 4 fish over 17 inches. Studies 
conducted by the Inland Fisheries Division have shown that Caddo 
Lake produced numerous bass under 14 inches and the use of a slot 
limit should prove to be a corrective measure. The fishermen and 
marina operators in the area are in agreement with the proposed 
regulations. Texas will also implement a slot limit in September, 
but not the same as Louisiana's regulations. Commissioner Jenkins 
asked what was the daily bag limit for Texas, what Mr. Fontenot did 
not understand about the Texas regulations, and what was the 
regulation on Caddo Lake now? Chairman Jones asked about the 
minimum size regulation versus the slot limit. Commissioner 
Jenkins stated, if all the small fish are caught, then they would 
not reach the slot limit. Commissioner Schneider asked Mr. 
Fontenot if he anticipated the regulation changing after the next 
four or five years if the regulation worked. Commissioner Jenkins 
suggested putting a sunset provision on the regulation so it would 
be looked at again to make sure the regulation was working. He 
then stated a concern about what the regulation was now and what it 
would be changed to and the need for the regulation to be reviewed 
in a reasonable length of time. Commissioner Schneider asked why 
the fish were not getting to the 14 inch minimum size, and if there 
were too many fish and not enough food base or shad in the lake. 
Chairman Jones called for a vote for both the Toledo Bend and Caddo 
Lake regulations. A motion was made to accept the regulations by 
Commissioner Schneider and was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. 
The motion passed with no opposition.
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(The full text of the Rule is 
made a part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo Bend and Caddo Lake 
Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 
(Microoterus sop.) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 
length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 
possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 
twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 
1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 
1991), Amended LR 19: (June 1993).

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

' RULE
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following rule on black bass (Microoterus sod.) in Caddo Lake 
located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries
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Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake

Harvest regulations for black bass fMicropterus spp.) on Caddo 
Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot

Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish
may exceed 17 inches maximum total 
length.

Possession limit: On Water - Same as daily take.
Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 
possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14 
inches and 17 inches, both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325 (C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 19: (June
1993) .

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

A Review of the Method for Setting Shrimp Season was an agenda 
item requested by Commissioner Jenkins. He explained he was 
confused about the procedure followed this year in the setting of 
the shrimp season and the deviations that occurred. Commissioner 
Jenkins outlined to Secretary Herring five areas of concern he 
wanted answered. The first area of concern was "the criteria for 
the opening dates and the history of development of this criteria". 
Mr. Corky Perret felt the Commission did not deviate much in 
setting the shrimp season this year. He began the discussion by 
stating fishermen used to talk about the way they would fish the 
first of April. Historically, when the topic of shrimp was 
discussed, the shrimp being referred to was the white shrimp and 
from then until now, the white shrimp was probably the best tasting 
shrimp. The fishing during the early parts of April was to catch 
the overwintering of white shrimp that were in inshore waters. 
Then Mr. Perret read the following statement from a report prepared 
for the Commission by the Marine Fisheries Division: "Prior to the 
enactment of the present program, unrestrained fishing effort 
during late April and early May of the late 50's in quest of the 
spring white shrimp found in the inland waters destroyed the
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juvenile brown population in its infancy". During the 60's, the 
industry, legislature and department established a May opening date 
because of those findings in order to have brown shrimp production. 
However, there have been situations in the past where white shrimp 
were taken that did not jeopardize the brown shrimp season. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked what was the criteria for opening shrimp 
season. Mr. Ferret advised it was when the majority of the shrimp 
are 100 count and larger. Going on. Commissioner Jenkins asked how 
did this come about, had it ever been changed and who has the 
authority to change it. Mr. Ferret stated the 100 count was only 
a benchmark the Department shoots for. Chairman Jones asked if it 
was a statute or law and Mr. Ferret stated it was neither.

Commissioner Jenkins then asked what criteria the other states 
use in setting their shrimp seasons. Mr. Ferret reported Florida 
opened their season using different regions, Alabama and 
Mississippi used a 68 count and Texas opened their season by law on 
May 15 and closed July 15 in inshore waters. Also in Texas, there 
was a year round bait shrimp fishery, which is the catching of "x" 
number of pounds per day of live shrimp with no penalty for dead 
shrimp. Going on. Commissioner Jenkins asked how does Texas' 
inshore fishery compare to Louisiana, and, between the two states, 
do they produce the majority of shrimp from the Gulf of Mexico. 
Louisiana produced over 20 million pounds of brown shrimp whereas 
Texas produced between 12 and 15 million pounds.

The third area of concern for Commissioner Jenkins was the 
cost of collecting the data. Mr. Ferret explained the breakdown of 
expenditures chart contained in the report with a total figure for 
the spring season of $163,415. Commissioner Jenkins asked why were 
the other samples taken and what was done with the information 
obtained.

The fourth question from Commissioner Jenkins was, "has the 
Department ever explored alternate methods in Louisiana for opening 
the shrimp season". Mr. Ferret answered yes. He further explained 
that now there are three zones for the brown shrimp season and 
white shrimp and that sometimes it was just as difficult to close 
a season as to open it. And then you have offshore waters. So, 
with all these different zones, the job was a lot more involved and 
Mr. Ferret felt this was the route that should be taken. 
Commissioner Jenkins complained that, with all of the time, effort 
and money spent to gather the data, they then receive information 
from the Legislature or the public to change the dates and not use 
the biologists' data to make their decision. Mr. Ferret reminded 
the Commission that the group that made the most noise about the 
opening dates was not well represented at the first meeting and 
also the Commission has not always followed the staff's 
recommendations in setting season dates. Commissioner Jenkins 
noted those changes did not affect livelihoods or commercial 
businesses, and in the last three or four years, he has felt the 
thing to do was follow the Department's recommendations. Then

7



Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Ferret, if he had to make a 
recommendation at the last hour, would he have changed the opening 
date.

Commissioner Cormier stated he was one of the Commission 
members who changed the opening date because the data proved there 
would not be a permanent impact to the resource, and that three or 
four days were added to Zone 2 by opening it earlier. He 
understood what Commissioner Jenkins stated about the legislature, 
but he made it clear that he listened to what the Department 
recommended and what the public wanted. Mr. Ferret noted that 
Commissioner Cormier asked if there would be any long term 
detrimental effect and he answered no, that shrimp are a one year 
crop.

Commissioner Schneider stated that, with Texas catching half 
as much shrimp as Louisiana and getting more money for their shrimp 
and the Commission being pressured to open the season when the 
shrimp are small, it may not be a biological detriment but felt it 
hurt the fishermen's pocketbook.

Commissioner Jenkins reminded Mr. Ferret that when 50% of the 
shrimp are 100 count, there are 50% that are smaller than 100 count 
also. The last question Commissioner Jenkins had was about HCR 252 
and SCR 155 and what effect should a Concurrent Resolution have on 
the action of the Commission. Mr. Don Puckett expressed his 
opinion that the Resolutions were not binding on the Commission. 
They were just expressing the wishes of the Legislature.

Mr. Brandt Savoie gave a report on the season thus far. He 
stated there were not as many boats fishing as in past years, 
catches were not very good and the shrimp were small. The area 
from Lake Judge Perez south to Venice produced the most shrimp. 
Most of the recreational shrimpers had caught their limit by 10:00 
a.m. and the commercial shrimpers reported good catches. The size 
of the shrimp ranged from 60-70's to over 100 count with an average 
of 80-100's. Prices started with fifty cents for 100 count plus. 
80-100 count got seventy cents, and 70-80 count got eighty cents 
per pound.

Grand Isle and Barataria Bay reported very poor catches of 
small shrimp. The sizes ranged from 60-70's up to 100-120 count 
and over and the average was 80-100. The prices were about ten 
cents more a pound than in the Venice area.

The Bayou Lafourche area west to Cocodrie reported good 
catches in the upper areas of the marsh and not good in the lower 
areas. The sizes also ranged from 60-70's up to 100-120 count and 
the average was in the 80-100 count range. A large number of fish 
and an excessive amount of debris from Hurricane Andrew were 
reported in the area, which made culling difficult.
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The last area, from Cocodrie to the Atchafalaya River, did not 
have as many shrimp as the other areas did. The average size of 
shrimp landed were 80-100 count, but a lot of 100 plus count were 
caught and discarded.

The overall picture was as expected, but there‘were a few more 
shrimp closer to the Mississippi River and shrimp sizes were small 
and averaged 80-100 after culling. Commissioner Jenkins stated 
that a lot of small shrimp were killed besides the small shrimp 
that were kept. He then asked, based on the prices that were paid, 
how would 31-35 count shrimp affect the price per pound? how long 
does it take for a shrimp to go from 80-100 count to a 31-35 count; 
how many days can you actually fish for brown shrimp in Zone 2; 
and, if the season had keen delayed two more weeks, would it have 
been more economical for the shrimpers. Commissioner Jenkins asked 
if an economic model on the projected openings could be developed 
with the historical data already available. Chairman Jones thought 
the model would be very interesting. Commissioner Jenkins wondered 
if the Department thought it would be a good idea to attempt this 
job.

Commissioner Vujnovich stated he was told that ten days before 
the season opened, there was an abundance of shrimp along the beach 
and asked if this was true, and how was the production in the St. 
Mary area. He then explained the reason for asking was because a 
freshwater diversion was pumping river water into the area.

Mr. Savoie told the Commission that, when he contacted both 
Mississippi and Alabama, they could not predict when to open the 
shrimp season this year because they were not seeing enough shrimp 
to make a prediction. Chairman Jones asked, why does Mississippi 
use the 68 count, and why does Louisiana use the 100 count, and 
then noted a large discrepancy between Mississippi and Alabama in 
association with Louisiana. Mr. Roussel read a paragraph on page
2 of the report as to why the 100 count was selected.

Commissioner Schneider asked Mr. Ferret if the fleet has 
changed over time? since technology has changed, can not the small 
boat fleet go after the shrimp now? has the industry adapted to the 
change also? and was the economic pressure causing the size of the 
shrimp to be reduced.

Mr. Savoie gave a report on Zones 1 and 3. He reported Zone
3 was seeing a few more shrimp but the size was still small. Zone 
1 was seeing quite a few more shrimp with at least 3 populations 
showing up. In Zone 1, there would probably be a little larger 
size shrimp by opening date than what was in Zone 2. Mr. Ferret 
invited the Commission Members to go with the staff next spring on 
some of the trips to monitor the shrimp situation.

Commissioner Jenkins thanked Mr. Ferret and his staff for the 
report and Commissioner Schneider agreed. Then Commissioner
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Jenkins made a motion to adopt a resolution. The motion read as 
follows: "I move that the Marine Division or the appropriate 
division in the Department, in cooperation with the Finance 
Division, create an economic model to show from our historical 
catch and price data, the net income to the shrimp industry of 
taking shrimp at different sizes”. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Cormier. The motion passed unanimously. ,

After returning from lunch, the Commissioners were given a 
packet of information on legislative activities and took time to 
review it.

A Report on the Status/Activity of the Department's Finance 
Committee was given by Mr. Fred Prejean. He presented the 
Commission with factual matters that came from the two Finance 
Meetings held thus far, copies of the minutes from the meetings, 
other data on generating revenue and the public's response to 
funding mechanisms. The creation of the Committee was to satisfy 
the Department's present funding needs and those for long range 
purposes. The Committee also needed to determine what size pie was 
needed before determining how to divide it. The Committee was also 
prepared to utilize the wisdom of the staff and public while 
looking at the cost benefit relationship of each program. The 
source, allocation and application of revenue in support of each 
program and the benefits of the program would be looked at and this 
would allow the public to see where each dollar comes from, and 
where it was spent and to decide what should be the final goal. 
Public involvement, such as briefing on the current status of the 
Department, and a forum to receive input would be created. A tool 
was being developed to evaluate and prioritorize all the 
Department's programs. Each division was prepared to identify all 
programs that are statutorily mandated, those programs that were 
active and those not active, and those programs inactive but 
currently mandated. The notion the Department was just sitting 
back while the money was being taken away from us was not true. 
The Department has been working for several months on some funding 
mechanisms. The perception has been the absence of revenue has 
caused most of the problems that the Department has encountered 
during the legislative session, but also there have been management 
problems. The task of the Finance Committee was to find monies to 
finance the different programs. Mr. Prejean concluded by advising 
the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on June 16, 1993 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Baton Rouge Office.

Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Prejean to send out a reminder 
notice in advance. Going on, Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. 
Prejean if he felt there would be a problem or lack of capability 
in constructing an economic model on the shrimp business. 
Commissioner Schneider asked if the funding mechanism chart was 
correlated with the management pilot survey results. Commissioner 
Jenkins, on behalf of the Commission, complimented Mr. Prejean on 
the job performed.
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Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update computer printouts were 
provided by Ms. Wynnette Kees to the Commission members. She 
stated to Chairman Jones a copy of the opinion issued by the 
Hearing Officer on the Winn Parish case had been received and the 
defendant does owe for Civil Restitution. Commissioner Jenkins 
inquired on two columns on the printouts, "Amount Paid" and 
"Discounts Taken", and was the "Amount Paid" a net amount. 
Chairman Jones commented the cost of being an outlaw was going up 
and hoped being an outlaw would become non-existent. Ms. Kees 
reported it was beginning to work better.

Chairman Jones asked Ms. Kees to introduce the Attorney who 
would present the Collection Attorney's Report. Mr. Brian Babin 
stated he dealt with 300 files that were generally dated two plus 
years. An effort to send personal collection letters to the 300 
violators resulted with about 15% being returned by mail. The 
recoveries to date amounted to $5,697 out of approximately 250 
people the letters have reached with a net proceed of $4273 to the 
Department. Mr. Babin stated he does receive input from Assistant 
District Attorney's and passes this information along to the 
Department's Legal staff. He then explained how the new system for 
handling citations would work. Chairman Jones asked Mr. Babin if 
the people he contacted were getting the message that being an 
outlaw does not pay. Commissioner Schneider asked if the old cases 
would be lost because of the statute of limitations. Chairman 
Jones stated he hoped it was working.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for May was given by Col.
Winton Vidrine. He began by thanking Mr. Dave Hall, Mr. Bill 
Ferguson and Mr. David Boudreaux for the comments made toward the 
Enforcement Officers. He also stated he encouraged his agents to 
work with the Federal agents and if a problem should arise, to help 
out if necessary. An annual meeting in August or September was 
held to discuss the new Federal regulations.

Col. Vidrine felt the goose creeping regulation should be done 
away with and an attempt made to try to get another regulation that 
would be prosecutable.

The following numbers of citations were issued during the 
month of May.

Region I - Minden - 120 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 197 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 223 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 97 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 165 citations.
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Region VI - Opelousas - 241 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 260 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 240 citations. Commissioner 
Jenkins asked about a citation for blocking the passage of fish, 
and was there a requirement on the number of openings for a certain 
size net.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 379 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 53 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 203 citations. Commissioner Jenkins 
asked what happened to the marijuana that was seized. Col. Vidrine 
commented the Enforcement plane usually worked where the Statewide 
Strike Force was working. However, one of the pontoons developed 
a leak and assistance received from Chief Pilot Gene Rackle was 
very much appreciated. Since the Statewide Strike Force is in 
existence, there are personnel in the Grand Isle area all the time 
now and the housing of the agents is with the cooperation of the 
Marine Fisheries Division acknowledged. Col. Vidrine.

Offshore Boats - 44 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
May was 1,965.

An investigation was being conducted on two enforcement agents 
the Commission members had received correspondence on, advised Col. 
Vidrine.

Commissioner Schneider thanked Major Whitehead for the good 
job the Statewide Strike Force was doing.

The District Attorney's Report was given by Col. Winton 
Vidrine. The Computer Section put the two reports together, which 
included a parish summary and a detailed summary by parish by code 
of each violation. Commissioner Jenkins stated the idea of the 
report was to get the cooperation of the Attorney's so the tracking 
of the tickets issued could be followed. But the report presented 
at the meeting showed more than 50% of the District Attorney's were 
not doing anything and he asked if the Department was receiving 
less cooperation or why there was not much reaction, and if there 
was one employee in the Department to communicate with the District 
Attorney's. Commissioner Jenkins then requested the item be placed 
on the agenda for the next meeting to answer why the cooperation 
was not occurring and how the program could be rejuvenated. Also, 
Commissioner Jenkins asked what was the difference between "no 
action" and "nol pros", would the effect be the same, and was there 
a statute of limitations for "no action" violations.
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The Secretary/s Report to the Commission was the next item 
given by Secretary Herring. There were educational activities 
during the month which included people from the State of Missouri 
picking up species along the Gulf coast and participating in 
classes at the Marine Lab.

Renovations to the bottom floor of the dormitory facility and 
the holding ponds at the Marine Lab continued from money received 
because of Hurricane Andrew. Mr. Phil Bowman, of the Marine 
Fisheries Division, has been working with other agencies and the 
Corps of Engineers on the Bonnet Carre Spillway Freshwater 
Diversion.

Two employees from the Department have met with the Oil Spill 
Drill Team and are preparing to participate in an exercise later on 
during July.

The Inland Fisheries Division is working with Dow Chemical 
Company and removed another 300,000 bass and put them into the 
Atchafalaya River. Also stocked into the Atchafalaya were 400,000 
Florida bass from Texas, and 300,000 largemouth bass from Georgia. 
A statewide stocking of 1,424,000 bass has also occurred. Toledo 
Bend and Indian Creek Reservoir received a total of 42,463 striped 
bass.

A total of 2,516 acres of vegetation was sprayed by the Water 
Hyacinth Section during the month.

The Education Section has participated in 15 fishing clinics 
with about 8,000 students. There were hunter education clinics, 2 
bow hunter clinics with 78 students, 5 Project Wild workshops with 
90 participants, and 3 boating safety clinics with only 30 
participants. Other divisions in the Department, along with other 
agencies, would be helping the Education Section with the National 
Safe Boating Week and National Fishing Week.

Secretary Herring then asked Mr. Harry Blanchet to give a 
report on the Menhaden Fish Kill and Mr. Pete Juneau to report on 
the Ridley's Sea Turtle die-offs. Mr. Blanchet explained two 
menhaden vessels working near Empire had an accidental release of 
the Atlantic Thread Herring and some Menhaden. Because of the 
composition of the thread herring, the fish floated onto Grand Isle 
instead of decomposing. Then he gave background information on the 
Atlantic thread herring. Chairman Jones asked, why did the fish 
concentrate in one area in Florida?

Mr. Pete Juneau advised approximately 35 dead sea turtles had 
washed onto Grand Isle beach and the City of Grand Isle buried them 
immediately. A total of dead sea turtles, as of the meeting date, 
was approximately 80. The National Marine Fisheries Service had 
been contacted, a person came and identified the turtle, and tried 
to determine what caused the kill. An employee of the Aquarium of
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the Americas took some of the specimens and performed necropsies on 
the turtles. The staff was still waiting to hear results of the 
tests and was still working with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service. Commissioner Jenkins asked if the City of Grand Isle knew 
what species the turtles were when they buried them, and did they 
know they were Endangered Species turtles. The Coast Guard sent a 
helicopter to survey the area and the other district offices were 
notified to report any sightings.

Secretary Herring thanked Mr. Dave Hall and Mr. Bill Ferguson 
from the Fish and Wildlife Service for attending the meeting.

A motion to set the September 1993 Meeting Date for September 
2, 1993 in the Baton Rouge office, beginning at 10:00 a.m. was made 
by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner Schneider. 
The motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Jenkins asked to consider holding the August 
Commission Meeting in Grand Isle. This suggestion was well 
received except it was noted the waterfowl season dates would be 
set at that meeting.

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments and received none.
Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to Adjourn the meeting and 

was seconded by Commissioner Schneider.

T, Herring
Secretary

JLH:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, June 3, 1993

Chairman Bert H. Jones presiding.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Joseph B. Cormier 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich

Commissioners Tee John Mialjevich and Perry Gisclair were not 
in attendance.

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jones called for a motion for approval of the May 6, 
1993, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner Jenkins. The 
motion passed unanimously.

A motion for approval of the May 18, 1993 Commission Minutes 
was made by Commissioner Cormier and seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich. The motion passed unanimously.

The April Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 
Caubarreaux. This report showed four pilots flew a total of 95.2 
hours for the month. He then gave a breakdown of the number of 
hours each plane was flown. Also included in the report was a 
breakdown of the flights that occurred during the month. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked about a flight in the Partenavia on 
April 26, 1993 which was for the quail federal project; where was 
the 210 permanently located, if flights on April 2, 12 and 13
originated from New Orleans, about the actual flights on April 2 
and 22; and if there was any information on when the Commander 
would be available to fly. Chairman Jones asked hew=were~""the quail 
when they were found, about portions of Fort Polk being closed to 
hunting, and if hunters for quail would have to continue to go to 
Texas to hunt.

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments on the 1993-94 
Resident Game Hunting Season Proposals and discussion on Goose 
Creeping. First, he reminded everyone of the newly established 
hunting area. Area 7, and the fact that the dates have been changed 
from what was originally proposed. Chairman Jones then formally 
requested that the following dates for Area 7 be included in the 
hunting season packet; October 30 through November 14, 16 days 
still hunt only; November 20 through November 28, 9 days still hunt 
only; December 6 through December 10, 5 days still hunt only



(muzzleloader) ? December 11 through January 17, 38 days with or 
without dogs. A motion was made by Chairman Jones to accept the 
dates for Area 7 and to include them into the hunting packet that 
would be ratified at the July Commission Meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Cormier and passed unanimously.

Chairman Jones asked the other Commission Members if they had 
comments on the Hunting Seasons and heard none. He then opened the 
discussion to the public. _

Mr. Carl Gremillion^fmade comments on the Goose Creeping law.
He began by stating that Louisiana was the only state that has a 
law on goose creeping but felt the problem was basically under 
control. Mr. Gremillion stated the law was restricting the freedom 
of the honest sportsmen and then questioned whether the law was 
good. He requested the Commissioners review the information, 
decide and vote on repealing the ban on goose creeping. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Gremillion if he felt it appropriate 
to have a rule on shooting geese on the ground. Commissioner 
Cormier asked what imposition this ban placed on hunters, and how 
many were killed legally. Chairman Jones expressed his 
appreciation to Mr. Gremillion for his comments.

Mr. Ken Tuminello also asked the Commission to overturn the 
goose creeping law. He stated no hunter condones wanton slaughter 
of animals and felt hunters wanted to practice good conservation 
measures. Mr. Tuminello also felt an effective program of 
promoting good sportsmanship through the media would be beneficia^—  
such as the Poaching program, more enforcement techniques and an 
Effective judicial response to^thooc- w-irtfr violations. He again 
asked that the law be repealed, unethical abusers be punished and 
allow the sportsmen take a few geese. Commissioner Schneider asked 
if it was possible to shoot into a flock of geese on the ground and 
not cripple or kill over the limit of birds and then asked if he 
would purposely flush the birds in order to shoot them.

Chairman Jones introduced Mr. Dave Hall, with the^Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Mr. Hall gave a history of how the goose 
creeping issue came to be. The problem of people shooting into 
flocks of geese began in 1984, and for the next three years there 
was a task force that apprehended violators. During the 1985-86 
season, there were 100 individuals apprehended; in 1986-87, there 
were 50 cases and in 1987-88 there were approximately 25 cases. He 
agreed with Mr. Tuminello about working with the courts, news media 
and sportsmen and stated this was being practiced  ̂ Since this 
practice has been in existence, there has6' not "been any serious 
goose creeping cases made. Mr. Hall's biggest concern was making 
it clear they do not condone creeping into large flocks of birds 
and shooting them on the ground or in the air. He disagreed with 
the statement hunters can not kill geese using decoys and not being 
allowed to creep. At this point, he showed 3 slides which showed 
a great decrease in the number of violations associated with goose
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hunting. Chairman Jones felt the most profound thing shown with 
the third slide was the turnaround on ethics made by Louisiana 
hunters. He also thought it unethical to shoot into a large flock 
of geese and questioned certain hunting tactics. The law on goose 
creeping should be more clearly de fined^-st a ted Chairman Jones. 
Commissioner Cormier asked, with the reduction shown, was the 
problem with the definition of the law? Then he stated a study 
into simplifying the law should be undertaken instead of reversing 
the law. Chairman Jones commented to Mr. Hall that he did present »
a positive message with the enforcement, education and 
biological research taking place.

While Mr. Hall was still at the podium. Commissioner Schneider 
asked what constituted baiting for ducks in normal agricultural 
practices and requested a meeting before the next season. Chairman 
Jones agreed with Commissioner Schneider that this was another area 
that was confusing as to what is and what is not okay in 
maintaining good duck habitat.

Mr. Bill Ferguson, a Special Agent from the Fish and Wildlife 
Service from Lake Charles, stated there was a meeting held each 
year before hunting season to discuss baiting policies, procedures,

--- ahdTl&tse current case law. The prosecution of cases has been a
great factor in educating the public on gogse_creeping-— The videos 
and presentations by Mr. Hall was"neverdone to hurt any hunters 

— butr^was- to prove the agents worthiness in their jobs. As he 
recalled, Mr. Ferguson stated the problem began in 1977 and got 
worse as time went on and there was a lack of enforcement personnel 
in the area. In 1985 and 1986, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
decided they needed help from the outside. By the third year of 
the crackdown on goose creeping, the Department's Enforcement 
Agents became involved. Then the suggestion for a regulation was 
made and hours were spent in developing the regulation^but now 
there is a problem of ethics and prosecution.

Mr. David Boudreaux, representing Acadiana Sportsmen League, 
stated his league was one of the original groups involved in 
getting the goose creeping ban. At that time Mr. Boudreaux felt 
the regulation was the best thinc^but was now aware of the problems 
associated with it. He also made it known this regulation was not 
to penalize any one particular group or individual. He then made 
reference to a packet which showed background information, the 
problem and some recommendations in retaining the regulation. He 
continued by stating his concern was in shooting into a flock of 
geese, these birds relocating andxjji the future, there would be 
more properties leased to hunting clubs and less land for the birds 
to use as a safe haven. Mr. Boudreaux stated he has talked t o ^ ^g^ ^  
commercial hunting clubs, private hunting clubs,J'ThdiviHual goose 
hunters and they are in support of the regulation. He hoped the 
Commission would consider fine tuning the regulation and 
enforcement agents get together on how they will and will not 
enforce the regulation. He felt if goose creeping was allowed ^
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again, it would be the death of goose hunting. A discussion on 
duck and goose populations was also given by Mr. Boudreaux. 
Secretary Herring asked if the ban on goose creeping was a law or 
statute.

Mr. Wilson "Tibby" Thibodaux, a waterfowl hunter for 58 year§^ 
reminded the Commission that while he was President of the 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation they were in favor of the ban on 
goose creeping. But he noted a need to identify the creeping 
regulation as well as the baiting law and offered his assistance if 
needed. Then Mr. Thibodaux described a situation about flushing a 
flock of geese and asked if it was illegal.

Mr. John Craft, Pontchatoula, Louisiana, stated Area 6 and the
Joyce WMA^was too liberal in the number of doe days and suggested 
cutting those days to allow for more youth hunts. He also agreed 

* 7 --- wtttrrfSte) and requested additional days for Areas 6 and 1.

p  The Final Ratification of Black Bass Regulations for Toledo
Bend - Caddo Lake was introduced by Mr. Bennie Fontenot. The rule 
would not change the bass regulations on Toledo Bend, it just 
pulled Caddo Lake out and gave them a separate regulation. The 
regulation for Caddo Lake included a 14 to 17 inch slot limit, 10 
fish bag limit and no more than 4 fish over 17 inches. Studies, 
conducted by the Inland Fisheries Division -ha^ produced numerous 
bass under 14 inches and the use of a slot limit should prove to be 
a corrective measure. The fishermen and marina operators in the 
area are in agreement with the proposed regulations. Texas will

+0

also implement a slot limit in September, but ^oseniot the same as 
Louisiana's regulations. Commissioner Jenkins asked what was the 
daily bag limit for Texas, what Mr. Fontenot did not understand 
about the Texas regulations, and what was the regulation on Caddo 
Lake nowT Chairman Jones asked about the minimum size regulation 
versus the slot limit. Commissioner Jenkins stated, if all the 
small fish are caught, then they would not reach the slot limit. 
Commissioner Schneider asked Mr. Fontenot if he anticipated the 
regulation changing after the next four or five years if the 
regulation worked. Commissioner Jenkins suggested putting a sunset 
provision on the regulation so it would be looked at again to make 
sure the regulation was working. He then stated a concern about
what the regulation was now and what it would be gmaag^to and the 
need tor rhe~regu±atibri7be reviewed in a reasonable length of time. 
Commissioner Schneider asked why the fish were not getting to the 
14 inch minimum size, and if there were too many fish and not 
enough food base or shad in the lake. Chairman Jones called for a 
vote for both the Toledo Bend and Caddo Lake regulations. A motion 
was made to accept the regulations by Commissioner Schneider and 
was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

% e.
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo Bend and Caddo Lake 
Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement
The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 

(Micropterus spp. ) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 
length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 
possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 
twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 
1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 
1991), Amended LR 19: (June 1993).

Bert H. Jones
Chairman

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following rule on black bass fMicropterus spp.) in Caddo Lake 
located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing
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Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake
Harvest regulations for black bass (Microoterus son.) on Caddo 

Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot

Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish
may exceed 17 inches maximum total 
length.

Possession limit: On Water - Same as daily take.
Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 
possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14 
inches and 17 inches, both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325 (C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 19: (June
1993) .

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

A Review of the Method for Setting Shrimp Season was an agenda 
item requested by Commissioner Jenkins. He explained he was 
confused about the procedure followed this year in the setting of 
the shrimp season and the deviations that occurred. Commissioner 
Jenkins outlined to Secretary Herring five areas of concern he 
wanted answered. The first area of concern was "the criteria for 
the opening dates and the history of development of this criteria". 
Mr. Corky Ferret felt the Commission did not deviate much in 
setting the shrimp season this year. He began the discussion by 
stating fishermen use^ to talk about the way they would fish the 
first of April. Historically, when the topic of shrimp was 
discussed, the shrimp being referred to was the white shrimp and 
-sAnee then until now, the white shrimp was probably the best, 
tasting shrimp. The oatohoemnade during the early parts of April 
was to catch the overwintering of white shrimp that were in inshore 
waters. Then Mr. Ferret read the following statement from a report 
prepared for the Commission by the Marine Fisheries Division: 
"Prior to the enactment of the present program, unrestrained
fishing effort during late April and early May of the late 50's in
quest of the spring white shrimp found in the inland 
destroyed the juvenile brown population in its infancy”.

waters
During

opening date because of those findings in order to have brown 
shrimp production. However, there have been situations in the past

>

the 60's, the industry, legislature and department wcatzwith a May
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•fehafê oeetKesed where white shrimp were taken that did not jeopardize 
the brown shrimp season. Commissioner Jenkins asked what was the 
criteria for opening shrimp season. Mr. Ferret advised it was when 
the majority of the shrimp are 100 count and larger. Going on. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked how did this come about, had it ever 
been changed and who has the authority to change it. Mr. Ferret 
stated the 100 count was only a benchmark the Department shoots 
for. Chairman Jones asked if it was a statute or law and Mr. 
Ferret stated it was neither. —

Commissioner Jenkins then asked what criteria the other
states use in setting their shrimp seasons. Mr. Ferret reported 
Florida opened their season using different regions, Alabama and 
Mississippi used a 68 count and Texas opened their season by law on 
May 15 and closed July 15 in inshore waters. Also in Texas, there 
was a year round bait shrimp fishery, which is the catching of "x” 
number of pounds per day of live shrimp with no penalty for tte- ^
dead shrimp. Going on. Commissioner Jenkins asked how does Texas' 
inshore fishery compare to Louisiana, ancUbetween the two states, 
do they produce the majority of shrimp from the Gulf of Mexico. 
Louisiana produced over 20 million pounds of brown shrimp whereas 
Texas produced between 12 and 15 million pounds.

The third area of concern for Commissioner Jenkins was the 
cost of collecting the data. Mr. Ferret explained the breakdown of 
expenditures chart contained in the report with a total figure for 
-the—spring-season to—fee $163,415. Commissioner Jenkins asked why 
were the other samples taken and what was done with the information 
obtained.

-ZL

The fourth question from Commissioner Jenkins was^has the 
Department ever explored alternate methods in Louisiana for opening 
the shrimp season”. Mr. Ferret answered yes. He further explained 
that now there are three zones for the brown shrimp season and 
white shrimp and that sometimes it was just as difficult to close 
a season as to open it^gnd then you have offshore waters. So, with 
all these different zones, the job was^a^Sbt more involved and Mr. 
Ferret felt this was the route that should be taken. Commissioner 
^erflcinS~e3ep£s$T$ed that^with all of Jfche time, effort and money spent 
to gather the data^aed^^then fep receive Information from the 
Legislature or the public to change the dates and
not use the biologists^data to make their decision. Mr. Ferret 
reminded the Commission that the group that made the most noise-— 
about the opening dates weee-niotr^"well represented at the first 
meeting and also the Commission has not always followed the staff's 
recommendations in setting season dates. Commissioner Jenkins 
noted those changes did not affect livelihoods o r c o m m e r c ial 
businesses, and in the last three or four years, he^felfT'the thing 
to do was follow the Department's recommendations. Then 
Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Perret^cif he had to make a 
recommendation at the last hour, would he have changed the opening 
date.

-5
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Commissioner Cormier romi-mded he was one of the Commission 
members who changed the opening date because the data proved there 
would not be a permanent impact to the resource, and that three or 
-four days Wets added to Zone 2 by opening it earlier. He understood 
what Commissioner Jenkins stated about the legislature, but he made 
it clear that he listened to what the Department recommended and, 
what the public wanted. Mr. Ferret informed that"Commissioner 
Cormier asked if there would be any long term detrimental effect 
and he answered no, that shrimp are a one year crop.

Commissioner Schneider stated tha^yith Texas catching half as 
much shrimp as Louisiana and getting inore money for their shrimp
and the Commission^was’ being pressured to open the season when the 
shrimp are small, it may not be a biological detriment but felt it 

^ — wt5Q=td hurt the fishermen's pocketbook.

Commissioner Jenkins reminded Mr. Ferret that when 50% of the 
shrimp are 100 count, there are 50% that are smaller than 100 count 
also. The last question Commissioner Jenkins had was about HCR 252 
and SCR 155 and what effect should a Concurrent Resolution have on 
the action of the Commission. Mr. Don Puckett expressed his
op in ionite that the Resolutions were not binding on the Commissiogg? 
they were just expressing the wishes of the Legislature.

Mr. Brandt Savoie gave a report on the season thus far. He 
stated there were not as many boats fishing as in past years, 
catches were not very good and the shrimp were small. The area 
from Lake Judge Perez south to Venice produced the most shrimp. 
Most of the recreational shrimpers had caught their limit by 10:00 
a.m. and the commercial shrimpers reported good catches. The size
of the shrimp ranged from 60-70's to over 100 count with an average—
of 80-100's. Prices went— fiftynsentsTf or 1CT0 count plu^jp 80- 
100 count got seventy cents, and 70-80 count got eighty cents per 
pound. -X

-arca^from grand Isle and Barataria Bay reported very poor
catches of small shrimp. The sizes ranged from 60-70's up to 100- 
12 0 count and over and the average was 80-100. The prices were
about ten cents more a pound that teipise in the Venice area

The Bayou Lafourche area west to Cocodrie reported good 
catches in the upper areas of the marsh and not good in the lower 
areas. The sizes also ranged from 60-70's up to 100-120 count and 
the average was in the 80-100 count range. A large number of fish 
and an excessive amount of debris from Hurricane Andrew were 
reported in the area^which made culling difficult.

The last area^from Cocodrie to the Atchafalaya Rive^did not 
have as many shrimp as the other areas did. The average'' size of 
shrimp landed were 80-100 count^but a lot of 100 plus count were 
caught and discarded. ^
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The overall picture was as kS#=bee& expected^— Blit there were 
a few more shrimp closer to the Mississippi River and shrimp sizes 
were small and averaged 80-100 after culling. Commissioner Jenkins 
stated that a lot of small shrimp were killed besides the small 
shrimp that were kept. He then asked, based on the prices that 
were paid, how would 31-35 count shrimp affect the price per pound; 
how long does it take for a shrimp to go from 80-100 count to a 31- 
35 count; how many days can you actually fish for brown shrimp in 
Zone 2? and^if the season wouid^have^lDeeh-de 1 ayed two more weeks, 
would it have been more economical for the shrimpers. Commissioner 
Jenkins asked if an economic model on the projected openings could 
be developed with the historical data already available. Chairman 
Jones thought the model would be very interesting. Commissioner 
Jenkins wondered if the Department thought it would be a good idea 
to attempt this job.

Commissioner Vujnovich stated he was told that ten days before 
the season opened, there was an abundance of shrimp along the beach 
and asked if this was true, and how was the production in the St. 
Mary area. He then explained the reason for asking was because a 
freshwater diversion was pumping river water into the area.

Mr. Savoie told the Commission that^when he contacted both 
Mississippi and Alabama, they could not predict when to open the 
shrimp season this year because they were not seeing enough shrimp 
_to make a prediction. Chairman Jones asked^why does Mississippi 
use the 68 count,7why does Louisiana use the 100 count, and then 
noted a large discrepancy between Mississippi and Alabama in 
association with Louisiana. Mr. Roussel read a paragraph on page 
2 of the report as to why the 100 count was selected.

Commissioner Schneider asked Mr. Ferret if the fleet has 
changed over time? since technology has changed, can not the small 
boat fleet go after the shrimp no^Lapd^has the industry adapted to 
the change also? and was the economic pressure causing the size of 
the shrimp to be reduced.

Mr. Savoie gave a report on Zones 1 and 3. He reported Zone 
3 was seeing a few more shrimp but the size was still small. Zone 
1 was seeing quite a few more shrimp with at least 3 populations 
showing up. In Zone 1, there would probably be a little larger 
size shrimp by opening date than what was in Zone 2. Mr. Ferret 
invited the Commission Members to go with the staff next spring on 
some of the trips to monitor the shrimp situation.

Commissioner Jenkins thanked Mr. Ferret and his staff for the 
report and Commissioner Schneider agreed. Then Commissioner 
Jenkins made a motion to adopt a resolution. The motion read as 
follows: "I move that the Marine Division or the appropriate
division in the DepartmentxLn cooperation with the Finance Division^ 
create an economic modet to show from our historical catch and/ 
price data, the net income to the shrimp industry of taking shrimp
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at different sizes”. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Cormier. The motion passed unanimously.

After returning from lunch, the Commissioners were given a 
packet of information on legislative activities and took time to 
review it.

A Report on the Status/Activity of the Department's Finance 
Committee was given by Mr. Fred Prejean. He presented the 
Commission with factual matters that came from the two Finance 
Meetings held thus far, copies of the minutes from the meetings, 
other data on generating revenue and the public's response to 
funding mechanisms. The creation of the Committee was_to satisfy 
the Department' s ̂ funding needs and those for long range 
purposes. The Committee also needed to determine what size pie was 
needed before determining how to divide it. The Committee was also 
prepared to utilize the wisdom of the staff and public while 
looking at the cost benefit relationship of each program. The 
source, allocation and application of revenue in support of each
program and the benefits of the program would be looked at and this 
would allow the public to see where each dollar comes from,Kwhere 
"it Wa"§" spent and’V what should be the final goal. Public 
involvement, such as briefing on the current status of the 
Department, and a forum to receive input would be created. A tool 
was being developed to evaluate and prioritorize all the 
Department's programs. Each division was prepared to identify all 
programs that are statutorily mandated, those programs that were 
active and those not active, and those programs V a c W r W  but 
currently mandated. The notion the Department was just sitting
back while the money was being taken away from us was not 
the Department has been working for several months on some funding 
"Mechanisms. The perception has been the absence of revenue has 
caused most of the problems that the Department has encountered 
during the legislative session, but also there hee^been management* 
problems. The task of the Finance Committee was to find monies to 
finance the different programs. Mr. Prejean concluded by advising 
the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on June 16, 1993 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Baton Rouge Office.

0%

Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Prejean to send out a reminder 
notice in advance. Going on, Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. 
Prejean if he felt there would be a problem or lack of capability 
in constructing an economic model on the shrimp business. 
Commissioner Schneider asked if the funding mechanism chart was 
correlated with the management pilot survey results. Commissioner 
Jenkins, on behalf of the Commission, complimented Mr. Prejean on 
the job performed.

Civil Restitution and Class l update computer printouts were 
provided by Ms. Wynnette Kees to the Commission members. She 
stated to Chairman Jones a copy of the opinion issued by the 
Hearing Officer on the Winn Parish case had been received and the
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defendant does owe for civil Restitution. Commissioner Jenkins 
inquired on two columns on the printouts, "Amount Paid" and 
"Discounts Taken", and was the "Amount Paid" a net amount. 
Chairman Jones commented the cost of being an outlaw was going up 
and hoped being an outlaw would become non-existent. Ms. Kees 
reported it was beginning to work better.

Chairman Jones asked Ms. Kees to introduce the Attorney who 
would present the Collection Attorney's Report. Mr. Brian Babin 
stated he dealt with 300 files that were generally dated two plus 
years. An effort to send personal collection letters to the 300 
violators resulted with about 15% being returned by mail. The 
recoveries to date amounted to $5,697 out of approximately 250 
people the letters have reached with a net proceed of $4273 to the 
Department. Mr. Babin stated he does receive input from Assistant 
District Attorney's and passes this information along to the 
Department's Legal staff. He then explained how the new system for 
handling citations would work. Chairman Jones asked Mr. Babin if 
the people he contacted ti^^getting the message that being an 
outlaw does not pay. Commissioner Schneider asked if the old cases 
would be lost because of the statute of limitations. Chairman 
Jones stated he hoped it was working.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for May was given by Col. 
Winton Vidrine. He began by thanking Mr. Dave Hall, Mr. Bill 
Ferguson and Mr. David Boudreaux for the comments made toward the 
Enforcement Officers. He also stated he encouraged his agents to 
work with the Federal agents and if a problem should arise, to help 
out if necessary. An annual meeting in August or September was 
held to discuss the new Federal regulations.

Col. Vidrine felt the goose creeping regulation should be done_^
away with andl/ to try to get another regulation that would be 
prosecutable.

%The following numbers of citations were issued during the -*<
month of May.

cRegion I - Minden - 120 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 197 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 223 citations. 

Region IV - Ferriday - 97 citations. 

Region V - Lake Charles - 165 citations. 

Region VI - Opelousas - 241 citations. 

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 260 citations.
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Region VIII - New Orleans - 240 citations. Commissioner 
Jenkins asked about a citation for blocking the passage of fish, 
and was there a requirement on the number of openings for a certain 
size net.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 379 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 53 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 203 citations. Commissioner Jenkins 
asked what happened to the marijuana that was seized. Col. Vidrine 
commented the Enforcement plane usually worked where the Statewide 
Strike Force was working. However, one of the pontoons developed^. 
a leak and assistance received from Chief Pilot Gene Racklq^Hfius 
very much appreciated. Since the Statewide Strike Force was/in -̂in­
existence, there are personnel in the Grand Isle area all the time 
now and the housing of the agents with" the cooperation of

the Marine Fisheries Col.

Offshore Boats - 44 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
May was 1,965.

An investigation was being conducted on two enforcement agents 
the Commission members had received correspondence on^dvised Col. 
Vidrine. ^

Commissioner Schneider thanked Major Whitehead for the good 
job the Statewide Strike Force was doing. .

The District Attorney's Report was given by Col. Winton 
Vidrine. The Computer Section put the two reports togethe^which 
included a parish summary and a detailed summary by parish ]5y code 
of each violation. Commissioner Jenkins stated the idea of the 
report was to get the cooperation of the Attorney's so the tracking 
of the tickets issued could be followed. But the report presented 
at the meeting showed more than 50% of the District Attorney's were 
not doing anything and he asked if the Department was receiving 
less cooperation or why there was not much reaction, and if there 
was one employee in the Department to communicate with the District 
Attorney's. Commissioner Jenkins then requested the item be placed 
on the agenda for the next meeting to answer why the cooperation 
was not occurring and how the program could be rejuvenated. Also, 
Commissioner Jenkins asked what was the difference between "no 
action" and "nol pros", would the effect be the same, and was there 
a statute of limitations for "no action" violations.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was the next item 
given by Secretary Herring. There were educational activities 
during the month which included people from the State of Missouri
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picking up species along the Gulf coast and participating in 
classes at the Marine Lab.

Renovations to the bottom floor of the dormitory facility and 
the holding ponds at the Marine Lab continued from money received 
because of Hurricane Andrew. Mr. Phil Bowman, of the Marine 
Fisheries Division, has been working with other agencies and the 
Corps of Engineers on the Bonnet Carre Spillway Freshwater 
Diversion.

Two i from the Department have met with the Oil Spill 
Drill Team and are preparing to participate in an exercise later on 
during July.

The Inland Fisheries Division was working with Dow Chemical 
Company and removed another 300,000 bass and put them into the 
Atchafalava River. Also stocked into the Atchafalaya were 400,000 
"Florida bass from Texas,/300,000 largemouth bass from Georgia. A 
statewide stocking of 1,424,000 bass has also occurred. Toledo 
Bend and Indian Creek Reservoir received a total of 42,463 striped 
bass.

A total of 2,516 acres of vegetation was sprayed by the Water 
Hyacinth Section during the month.

The Education Section has participated in 15 fishing clinics 
with about 8,000 studentg^P.there were hunter education clinics, 2 
bow hunter clinics with 78 students, 5 Project Wild workshops with 
90 participants, and 3 boating safety clinics with only 30 
participants. Other divisions in the Department^along with other 
agenciejj^would be helping the Education Section with the National 
Safe Boating Week and National Fishing Week.

Secretary Herring then asked Mr. Harry Blanchet to give a 
report on the Menhaden Fish Kill and Mr. Pete Juneau to report on 
the Ridley's Sea Turtle die-offs. Mr. Blanchet explained two 
menhaden vessels working near Empire had an accidental release .of- 
the Atlantic Thread Herring and some Menhadep^alTSO??^ Because of the 
composition of the thread herring, the fish floated onto Grand isle 
instead of decomposing. Then he gave background information on the 
Atlantic thread herring. Chairman Jones asked^why did the fish 
concentrate in one area in Florida? ^

Mr. Pete Juneau advised approximately 35 dead sea turtles had 
washed onto Grand Isle beach and the City of Grand Isle buried them 
immediately. A total of dead sea turtles, as of the meeting date, 
was approximately 80. The National Marine Fisheries Service had 
been contacted, a person came and identified the turtle, and tried 
to determine what caused the kill. An employee of the Aquarium of 
the Americas took some of the specimens and performed necropsies on 
the turtles. The staff was still waiting to hear results of the 
tests and was still working with the National Marine Fisheries

13



Service. Commissioner Jenkins asked if the City of Grand Isle knew 
what species the turtles were when they buried them, and did they 
know they were Endangered Species turtles. The Coast Guard sent a 
helicopter to survey the area and the other district offices were 
notified to report any sightings.

Secretary Herring thanked Mr. Dave Hall and Mr. Bill Ferguson 
from the Fish and Wildlife Service for attending the meeting.

A motion to set the September 1993 Meeting Date
for September 2, 1993 in the Baton Rouge office, beginning at 10:00 
a.m. was made by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by 
Commissioner Schneider. The motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Jenkins asked to consider holding the August 
Commission Meeting in Grand Isle. This suggestion was well 
received except it was noted the waterfowl season dates would be 
set at that meeting.

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments and received none.
Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to Adjourn the meeting and 

was seconded by Commissioner Schneider.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, June 3, 1993 
Baton Rouge, LA

Wildlife and Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Bert Jones (Chairman) 

Jimmy Jenkins 

Perry Gisclair 

Tee John Mialjevich 

Joseph Cormier 

Jeff Schneider 

Peter Vujnovich iX

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Herring is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
June 3, 1993 

10:00 AM

ZarlfT

WrfT

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of May 6, 1993 

Approval of Minutes of May 18, 1993 

Aircraft Report - Lee Caubarreaux

Public Comments - 1993-94 Resident Game Hunting Season 
Proposals

Final Ratification of Black Bass Regulations for Toledo 
Bend - Caddo Lake - Bennie Fontenot

Review of Method for Setting Shrimp Season - Jimmy 
Jenkins

Report on the Status/Activity of Department's Finance 
Committee - Fred Prejean

Collection Attorney's Report - Wynnette Kees 

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update - Wynnette Kees 

Monthly Law Enforcement Report/May - Winton Vidrine 

District Attorney's Report - Winton Vidrine 

Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring 

Set September 1993 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments



AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
June 3, 1993 

10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of May 6, 1993

3. Approval of Minutes of May 18, 1993

4. Aircraft Report - Lee Caubarreaux

5. Public Comments - 1993-94 Resident Game Hunting Season 
Proposals

6. Final Ratification of Black Bass Regulations for Toledo 
Bend - Caddo Lake - Bennie Fontenot

7. Review of Method for Setting Shrimp Season - Jimmy 
Jenkins

8. Report on the Status/Activity of Department's Finance 
Committee - Fred Prejean

9. Collection Attorney's Report - Wynnette Kees

10. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update - Wynnette Kees

11. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/May - Winton Vidrine

12. District Attorney's Report - Winton Vidrine

13. Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

14. Set September 1993 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments
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Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800 
May 13, 1993

M E M O R A N D U M :
TO: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

FROM: Lee Caubarreaux, Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT: Aviation Report - April 1993

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Total hours listed are:
: TOTAL HOURS '

G Rackle - 20.6
B Stamey - 14.8
M. Windham - 10.9
D Clause - 48.9

TOTAL HOURS - 95.2

-0- No Flights

PLANE / FLIGHT
HOURS

ESTIMATED^
COST(TOTAL)

ACTUAL2
COST(TOTAL)

N61092 Araphib 0.0 0.00 0.00
70365 Float-DC 48.9 5,709.08 3,617.12
N2576K Float-MW 18.4 2,190.52 1,651.95
N9467Y 210 21.1 2,037.84 1,732.31
N223MS Partenavia - 6.8 1,268.06 725.22
N57266 Aero Commander 0.0 .

TOTALS 95.2 11,205.50 7,726.60

^Estimated Cost is based on an historical average per flight hour.
^Actual Cost substitutes actual maintenance for the month for the average maintenance 
costs used in the previous figure. This is the only figure used in the calculation of 
estimated costs that varies significantly from month to month.
iGCTcsg
cc: Debbie Unbehagen, Fiscal

An Equal Opportunity Employer



April 1993
PLANE: N223MS (PARTENAVIA)

DATE /PILOT . ; DESTINATION &.PURPOSE f . HOURS PASSENGERS

04/05/93 Rackle BR-Galliano-BR: pond check on
striped bass project, AFS-1, 
5140103

2.0 B. Fontenot

04/19/93 Stamey BR-SE Coastal-BR: aquatic plant 
weed survey, Federal Project F53

2.8 C. Biggar

04/26/93 Stamey BR-Sandy Hollow WMA-BR: Quail, 
Federal Project 5135507

2.0 F. Kimmel

TOTAL 6.8



PLANE: N9467Y (210)

DATE PILOT " DESTINATION & PURPOSE... HOURS PASSENGERS "

04/02/93 Rackle NO-BR-Leesville Local-Return:
Ft. Polk Wildlife Mgt. Conference

3.2 L. Caubarreaux

04/12/93 Rackle NO-BR-Coastal-Return: DNR
Permits

2.8 R. Serpas

04/13/93 Rackle NO-BR: Reposition .5
04/13/93 Stamey BR-Opelousas-Coastal-BR: aquatic

weed survey
3.4 C. Dugas

04/21/93 Stamey BR-Coastal-BR: Loop Pipeline 
survey

2.4 R. Allemand

04/22/93 Rackle BR-Leesville-BR: Hatchery
Location

1.9 C. Kimball 
C. Ferret 
B. Fontenot

04/27/93 Rackle BR-Lake Providence-BR: Photos 2.7 G. LaBranche
04/28/93 Stamey BR-Pineville, Northern LA-BR: 

aquatic weed survey
4.2 M. Leatherman

TOTAL 21.1



...... - ' ' .PLANE: N70365 (FLOAT-DC)

 ̂ • date •/PILOT: HOURS PASSENGERS

04/01/93 Clause NI-Reg. 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp, gill 
net, oyster

2.9 G. Adams

04/02/93 Clause NI-Reg. 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp, gill
net, oyster

6.1 G. Adams 
D. Fulmer

04/06/93 Clause NI-Hopedale: crabs 
BR-Grand Isle: shrimp

4.0 J. Whitehead 
W. Vidrine

04/07/93 Clause Grand Isle: shrimp 4.6 J . Whitehead 
W. Vidrine

04/13/93 Clause NI-Reg. 8 East of Terrebonne, 
Reg. 9 Terrebonne-NI: gill net, 
oyster

5.5 B. Clark 
G. Adams 
S. McGuire 
W. Torres

04/16/93 Clause NI-Reg. 9, 8, Grand Isle-NI: 
crabs, shrimp

6.0 D. Guidry 
G . Adams

04/17/93 Clause NI-Reg. 9, Grand Isle-NI: crabs 5.0 D. Guidry 
J . Whitehead

04/20/93 Clause NI-Reg. 6, 9, 8-NI: oyster, 
shrimp

2.3 G . Adams

04/23/93 Clause NI-Reg. 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp 3.0 G . Adams
04/24/93 Clause NI-Reg. 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp 1.5 G . Adams

04/27/93 Clause NI-Reg. 5, 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp 3.0 G . Adams

04/28/93 Clause NI-Reg. 5, 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp 5.0 G. Adams

04/29/93 Clause NI-Reg. 5, 6, 9, 8-NI: shrimp 3.0 G. Adams
TOTAL 48.9



N61092 (AMPHIB) ..

DATE : PILOT ^ W m i Z S T m A ^ I O U  & PURPOSE . HOURS PASSENGERS

no flights-down for inspection



fLANE: 'N2576K (FLOAT-MW)

DATE : : PILOT :: DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

04/12/93 Windham NO-Miss. River-Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA-N0: oil spill & Minerals
Coastal Restoration Projects

2.6

04/13/93 Windham NO-Miss. River-Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA-NO: oil spill, Minerals, 
Coastal Restoration Projects

2.2

04/14/93 Rackle NO-Coastal Galliano-NO: DNR
Permits

2.4 K. Kilgen

04/14/93 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: DNR Permits .9 T. Kileen
04/19/93 Windham NO-SE Coastal-NO: coastal

erosion
2.7 Discovery Ch.

Coastal
Coalition

04/21/93 Windham NO-SE Coastal-Pointe-au-Chien-NO: 
Coastal Restoration project

1.2

04/22/93 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: DNR Permits 1.5 R. Latapie
04/23/93 Windham NO-Miss. Delta-NO: Coastal

Restoration Project & Miss. Delta 
article

2.2 J . Richardson 
Natl. Geographic

04/30/93 Rackle NO-Galliano-NO: DNR Permits 2.7 K. Kilgen
TOTAL 18.4



PLANE: N25766 (AERO COMMANDER)

: DATE J : PILOT -HOURS PASSENGERS

no f l i g h t s



1993-94 RESIDENT SEASONS 
Written Public Comment Summary

Reduce Doe Day in Iberville Parish - 1 letter representing 1,084 names on
a petition. We have now discovered 
the real problem is a public lands 
problem, not a deer problem, and the 
local Senator is working with the 
State Land Office to resolve this 
issue.

Open hunting one week earlier and close one week later - 1 letter

Create a new Area VII for deer - 1 letter with a petition attached with 347 
signatures.

Extend Area VI deer season by one week - 27 letters of which 26 were a form 
letter.

Open deer and duck season on separate dates - 2 letters representing 55 club 
members.

Change goose creeping regulation - 1 letter
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February 12, 1993

Govenor Edwin Edwards 
P. O. Box 94004 
Batcn Rouge, IA 70804

Dear Govenor Edwards

I am sending you this letter to ask for your help with the Iberville Parish 
Deer Hunting Rules and Regulations. Over the past ten years the Write tail 
deer population has become very low. Years ago a doe season was opened to 
reduce the population. Now, years later, the population has thined out and 
there is still a doe season. Many does and yearlings are being killed dur­
ing these five days. Sene deer are even being killed by outlaws at night 
in many areas. Also during the five days of doe season, the woods become 
crowded with hunters, resulting in fatal accidents.

People deer hunt for several different reasons, sane for the meat, some for 
a hobby or a trophy buck. With all of this in mind, I decided to pass a 
petition to change these rules and regualticns. Attached is the petition 
with 1,084 names that I have collected so far.

Mr. Kemey Sonnier, district 6 Supervisor, Itm Greene I State Senator, 
and myself have scheduled a meeting for Wednesday, MaroTurd to further 
discuss these changes. The meeting will be held to Ttim Greene's Vet Clinic 
in Livonia at 4:00 p.m.

We hope you, Govenor Edwards, could talk to the Wildlife & Fisheries about 
these ideas. We would also like to have your inpjt and a response to this 
matter.
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April 1, 1993
d  ( a  U f a r t u

p.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
ATTN.* Mr. Tonmy Prickett, Came Division Administrator 
Post Office Box $8000 
Baton Rouge, La. 70896-9000

RE: Hunting Season

Dear Mr. Prickett:

T : £ £ : : H £ -On behalf of £ 7  ̂ / 7 >  / y >  K— ^
would like for the deer season of 1993-1994 to run December 4 through 
January 23 totaling 51 days with or without dogs instead of December 4 
through Jan 17 totaling 45 days with or without dogs. We feel with mild 
winters in Area 6 that the major rut doesn't occur until this time.

^ m...

• «
. "i/C/-

Tour consideration to put this request into effect would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you.

— i S F -  5 J
LIVE OAK HUNTING CLUB
24977 SATSUMA ‘.ROAD______
LIVINGSTON, LA. 70754

i

I

%:7:.

April 1, 1993

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
ATTN: Mr. Tommy Prickett, Came Division Administrator
Post Office Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9C00

RE: Hunting Season

Dear Mr. Prickett:

On behalf of Live Oak Hunting J^Iub J we 
would like for the deer season or 1993-1994 to run December" 4 through 
January 23 totaling 51 days with or without dogs instead of December 4 
through Jan 17 totaling 45 days with or without dogs. We feel with mild 
winters in Area 6 that the major rut doesn't occur until this time.

Your consideration to put this request into effect would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you.

AMBERS a . WHEAT



Thomas Tract Hunting Club 
4527 Old Covington Highway 
Hammond. Louisiana 70401 
May 14, 1993

Mr. Hugh Bateman
Division Administrator, Wildlife Division 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000 

Dear Mr. Bateman:

The Thomas Tract Hunting Club has managed an area encompassing 750 
acres in West Baton Rouge Parish for whitetai1 deer for the past 8 
years. During this time, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
has provided technical assistance to our organization in an effort 
to improve the deer herd and thus hunter success on our property. 
Our organization has been enrolled in the Department’s DMAP program 
for the past 3 years. These efforts have benef itted our 
organization in that the average weights of the deer harvested has 
increased dramatically over that observed when we first took over 
the property.

During the 8 years we have managed this property, we have observed 
that the peak deer movement and subsequent harvest, both in number 
and quality of animals, have occurred during the last 7 to 14 days 
of the season. In most years more "scrapes" and " rubs" were 
actually observed after the season had closed indicating that peak 
deer movement had actually occurred after the season. As you know, 
this peak movement is associated with the breeding season which 
indicates to us that the peak of the breeding season is occurring 
in our area (Area 6) after the hunting season. Further evidence of 
this is the fact that during the 8 years we have managed the 
property we have observed spotted fawns on our lease all during 
November and as late as the third week in December. It is our 
opinion that the season being closed before this peak movement has 
adversely impacted our hunter opportunity and subsequent harvest.

In reviewing the Notice of Intent for the 1993/94 hunting seasons 
passed by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission it has come to our 
attention that the Commission has established a deer management 
Area 7 in south Louisiana. The season framework that has been 
proposed for Area 7 extends the season through January 23, 1994.
This is 7 days later than the proposed season for Area 6.



Mr. Hugh Bateman 
May 14, 1993 
Page 2

Based on our harvest information and observations relative to the 
peak breeding season indicating our hunter success could be further 
enhanced by extending the season later in January, we are 
requesting the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission amend 
the 1993/94 deer hunting season in Area 6 allowing the season to 
extend through January 30, 1994 or at least through January 23, 
1994 to be consistent with the season framework established for 
Area 7.

On behalf of the Thomas Tract Hunting Club, I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank you and the Commission for consideration of 
this request and for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
1993/94 hunting regulations.

Sincerely,

Max Summers, President



HOWARD B. BOLTON 
417 W. WOODRUFF AVE. 

BATON ROUGE, LA. 70808

MAY 5, 1993

MR. HUGH A. BATEMAN 
ADMINISTRATOR 
WILDLIFE DIVISION 
BOX. 98000
BATON ROUGE, LA. 70898 

DEAR MR. BATEMAN:

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A COPY OF THE NOTICE OF INTENT IN THE 
APRIL, LOUISIANA REGISTER CONCERNING THE PROPOSED DATES FOR 
THE 1993-94 HUNTING SEASONS AND REGULATIONS.

I HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THESE DATES, HOWEVER LAST YEAR THE 
OPENING FOR THE DEER AND DUCK SEASONS WAS ON THE SAME DATE, 
AND WITH THIS I HAVE A PROBLEM.

OVER MANY YEARS OF HUNTING AND FISHING AND IN GENERAL 
ENJOYING THE OUT-OF-DOORS WE ALL DEVELOP CLOSE FRIENDS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS WHICH WE CHERISH AND HOLD DEAR TO OUR HEARTS. 
NOTHING IS ANY MORE ENJOYABLE THAN THE ANTICIPATION OF THE 
OPENING OF A HUNTING SEASON AND THE COMRADERY ENJOYED BY ALL 
AROUND THE HUNTING CAMP THE DAY OR NIGHT BEFORE.

IN 1992 I HAD TO MAKE A CHOICE BETWEEN THE DEER OR THE DUCK 
CAMP AND I STILL FEEL AS THOUGH I WAS CHEATED. IT DID NOT 
EFFECT THE DUCKS OR THE DEER POPULATION AND I FEEL WITH GOOD 
PLANNING BY THE COMMISSION THIS MAY BE AVOIDED IN THE 
FUTURE.

WOULD YOU PLEASE ASK THE COMMISSION TO TAKE THIS INTO 
CONSIDERATION WHEN SETTING THE SEASONS IN THE FUTURE.

PS—  I think the opening of the second split of the duck 
season in the Western Zone on the day after Christmas was 
also in bad taste.
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JE FF  HUGHES 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
FORESTRY —  LAND — WETLANDS

1701 Gaylord Drive 
Bogatusa, LA 70427 

Telephone (504) 732-9843
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jmnvsjlal GL0BE (Sad ffremiltiofi, Jr.

JUccAa/ucal &  ̂Associates', &no.

2 5 2 6  N. Aca d ia n  T hruw ay  E. P h o n e  3 5 7 - 2 6 5 8
Baton  R o u g e , Lo u isia n a  7 0 8 0 5

April 15, 1993

LA Dept.of Wildlife & Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge,LA 70898-9000

REF: Withdrawal of
Board Resolution on 
Goose Creeping Ban

Ge n 1 1 ernen,

In 1989 LA Wildlife & Fisheries Board passed a resolution to ban 
goose creeping in Louisiana. This resolution was passed, and justifiably 
so out of embarrassment and shame, when less than 200 people out of a 
total of 200,000 licensed hunters, were responsible. Gentlemen, this is 
a democracy, please don't let such a minute majority control our freedom 
or hunting heritage which we have battled for over two centuries. Please 
let me make you aware of some facts:
1 )Louisiana is the only state with a ban on goose creeping.
2 ) The statute is vague and hard to understand as it took three years to 

write and adopt.
3) Since it's adoption, only a few cases have been cited and none in the 

last three years .
A)The number of geese wintering in Louisiana is at an all time high.
5 )Most,if not all, local,state and Federal Wildlife agents agree that 

the ban on goose creeping is no longer necessary and has served its 
purpose.
Please consider the request of all duck and goose hunters and vote to 

to remove the ban on goose creeping as it would only take a resolution 
by the LA Wildlife & Fisheries Commission.

Please call me if I can be of further assistance.

Carl W . Gremi11ion,Sr .

CWG/cw



United States D e p  ment of the Interior

OFFICE O F  M I G R A T O R Y  BIRD M A N A G E M E N T  
210 J O H N  G L E N N  ROAD, SUITE 21/22 

LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70508 
T E L E P H O N E  (318)264-6681

Fish and wildlife Service
!

May 24, 1993

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

RETENTION OF THE NO GOOSE CREEPING LAW

There is a move being generated to remove this law from the books 
and I cannot believe what I am hearing . Anyone who believes this 
a sportsman like way to hunt should acquaint themselves with the 
video that was made a few years ago on this "noble" activity: a
group of our finest sports got behind a levee and crept up on a few 
thousand snow geese. When they were almost on top of the geese, 
these find lads rose up in unison and blasted into the unsuspecting 
geese. The end result was dead and crippled geese all over the 
place with other cripples dropping out of the flock of hastily 
departing geese. Something like 157 geese were killed in the 
particular slaughter and this was our lads second "shoot" of the 
dayl

Law enforcement people claim the law is hard to enforce and that 
the U.S. Attorney does not want to try the cases. If that is the 
case, there must be a loop hole. If so, tighten up the law even 
more but do not get rid of it. By repealing the law, we are saying 
that it is perfectly fine to take game in such a manner - maybe we 
ought to legalize the spot lighting of deer or the selling of game 
fish. At least having the law on the books, acts as preventative 
medicine in many cases.

I read an article in the Jennings paper early this spring stating 
that the law should be removed because it made it difficult for 
some of the hunting clubs to get geese for their clients. . The 
geese sat in large fields and the hunters could not get at them. 
Since when was game or fish guaranteed to people - just enjoying 
being out in the field is supposed to be part of the deal. 
Further, this article failed to state that goose production . for 
most of the Arctic nesters was a near bust in 1992 (late spring) 
less than 7% young in the fall flight for snow geese and these 
experienced birds did not like getting shot and were hard to decoy.

My side of the coin is in favor of the resource but I enjoy hunting 
a great deal. Wise use can perpetuate this sport for years to come 
and there is no place for the game hog. If we lose this law it 
will be a step backward.

Arthur R. Brazda 
Flyway Biologist



June 2, 1993

Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Comm,
P . 0 .  Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Mr, Chairman ;

The Calcasieu Rod & Gun Club supports the objectives of the 
11 Goose Creeping n law which was enacted a few years ago, We 
are in favor of regulations which protect and preserve all of 
our fish and wildlife resources.

Yours in Conservation,

President



■LIMITING OUT
by Roy Marks /

"Creeping", It's Not For The Birds
/ t y y  a ? /

While it may seem strange to be discussing goose hunting in the middle of 
May, there's an urgency to quell a fire that could be brewing in our midst 
at this very moment. I've been advised that during the summer meetings of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, there will be a push to have

Such a move would probably strike many of us differently. We all have an 
opinion and many of us are desperate to correct what seems to be a deterior­
ating situation in waterfowling. But friends, after studying the facts, I 
feel safe to say that creeping geese is not the answer to any problem. Re­
versal of this law at this time would ultimately lead to the waterfowler's 
worst nightmare, that being no geese, period.

To better understand the overall picture, let's look at some facts and 
history. First of all, the goose creeping regulation states, "It shall be 
unlawful to approach geese by creeping, crawling, or stalking for the pur­
pose of taking geese or thereafter causing geese to be taken." For all 
practical purposes, "taking" means shooting with a gun.

The practice of creeping geese originated when the first Europeans were 
settling the state. They didn't have time to hunt conventionally and needed 
to feed their families. There was plenty of waterfowl and they only took 
what they needed for the table. Creeping became an accepted method of 
hunting.
* So what's unacceptable about creeping geese today? It's almost impossible 

to sneak up on a concentration of geese and kill or cripple less than the 
legal limit. Creepers usually are tempted to practice other violations such 
shooting from the road or a vehicle. It's not a sporting method of taking 
game and is unethical. But more importantly, it changes the behavior pattern 
of geese and once that occurs, it's virtually irreversible.

Some of you may remember when Canada geese were common in Louisiana. Well 
it's not the case anymore. Increased pressure and harassment changed their 
behavior. They began stopping north of their usual destination to satisfy 
their needs and avoid stress.

Folks in the know are afraid the same thing will happen to our snows, 
blues and speckbellies. Geese need time to rest and if so-called hunters 
keep popping them every thirty minutes, They will eventually vacate the area 
to potentially never return.

Thanks to the "no creeping" regulation, these geese haven't been instinct­
ively forced to short-stop yet. But hunters are currently witnessing a side 
effect of earlier creeping. The increased stress has taught the birds to 
congregate in huge numbers.

This safety in numbers" syndrome has many well-intentioned hunters

the "No Creeping" goose law removed from the books.



■scratching their heads in puzzlement. Some feel that the birds need to be 
stirred, irregardless of the method. Wrong! Studies show that additional 
harassment will only result in total displacement.

When I was growing up in central Louisiana, few of us knew what wild 
waterfowl was. Today these folks are enjoying some of the best waterfowling 
in the country. These birds have learned to avoid the constant pummeling 
they receive down here and someday may not bother to come at all.

The good news is that there are some things we can do to help our sit­
uation. In hunting, we need to be more patient and refine our methods. This 
can done through observation, study and experimentation.

In regards to creeping and other harassment, we need to be more vocal.
Such tactics are for outlaws and we don't need them setting policy for the 
sport of goose hunting. Contact your elected officials, attend meetings, 
write letters and speak your mind.

We can't afford to allow a few greedy people to rob us of a heritage.
It would be a sad day when we might spend an entire season in the field and 
never so much as hear or see a goose. That's what we have to look forward 
to if the harassment is not curtailed and kept in check.
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Goose? hunters/ regroup for second split
rhiring Ibis brief bresk in the gooie •cnion, seme of you 

probably hove kicked beck end ere wondering wfiaf con be 
done to improve things when it opens Again Saturday

Sadly enough, there may not be a whole let you con do 
because it depends heavily on the location being hunted. The 
geese in our area are only using certain fields for congrega­
tion and if you're not In or near them, then you're out of lock.

Fven the most elaborate spread of decoys had little effect 
during theflrst split when setoul between points of congrega­
tion The birds would lock up occasionally and circle once or 
twice, but rarely would they drop lew enough for a decent 
shot.

Tlie secret to success Involves setting up shop as close os 
possible to the big concentrations of geese. This necessitates 
regular scouting and gaining permission from landowners to

Since the advent ofthe'necreeping*law, field blinds with 
permanent decoy spreads have really fallen by the wayside. 
They just don't produce like they once did. Good hunts are the 
esceplien. not the rule.

tfon. An outbreak of disease in such a population would spell 
Instant disaster.

The "no creeping" low really hasn't accomplished whet It 
was intended for, True, something hod to be done ebeut kill­
ing or crippling scores of geese In one volley of shots, but not 
by making it nearly impossible to get one bird. Good or bad. 
creeping kept the geese stirred up and everybody seemed to 
got a shot new and then.

A« the season progresses, however, results could improve 
for alt hunters. More e sire me weather and scarcity of food 
should start to SCO iter the birds somewhat Then and only 
(hen will they foil victim to on average spread In the middle of 
non hero.

Many different people, including hunters, formers and 
Iriologisla are concerned about the gregarious behavior of 
goose. Protected by law, they pile into an area by the thou­
sands until it is completely stripped of grain, and/or vegeta­

il will be Interesting to see how the biologists and lawmak­
er s attack the current problem for It's real and the 
of it. Larger bag limits and longer seasons hove't helped, so 
common senee mandates a different approach. But what 
might it be, el creeping is surely a thing of the past?

The guys following the geese have dene well with ■ setup 
known ss a "rag spread." Such ■ setup doesn't actually 
involve rogs, but squares of while plastic instead.

A knot is tied in one end of the Ihroo-fool square and ft it 
draped over a quarter inch dawel end shoved into the ground. 
The knot simulates a feeding head and the slightest breeze 
moves the body in a waddling fashion. Other configurations of 
the plastic and dowels simulate geese landing or taking off.

Raghun ling usually involves e good numlier of shooters. It
takes m crowd to put out a thousand plus rags and if the shoot­
ing is good, they will be able to take advantage of the 
situation.

Once everything is setup, the hunters clad in white cover* 
ails will fay or sit on white plywood pellets among the rags, 
for the best shooting, one should be positioned on the upwind 
side of the decoys. The rest Is pretty much left up to the geese 
and there will be some action.

The rags are collected after each hunt and even though this 
Involves e lot of work. It keeps th» geese guessing. They can’t 
^eluted to seeing the same spread in the same field day after

While a rag spread resembles a large fleck of snows and 
blues.f Us particularly luring for speckle-bellies. These grand 
birds ere easily duped by the rags and a little calling makes 
them drop right in.

Hunting over rags seems like the only way to go after geese 
nowadays. I hove very limited esperience with the method, 
but have seen powerful videos end talked with local hunters 
who only have praise for IL

One thing is for sure as the nest split approaches. 111 be 
looking for a big rag spread with an empty pallet.



LOUISIANA SNOW/WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE REPORT 
1992-93

Above average rainfall occurred in South Louisiana from mid-October through 
the remainder of the winter. Sheet water in agriculture areas was abundant by 
November, earlier than the last three winters, and was maintained by frequent 
rains. Reduced fall plowing resulted from these early wet conditions. Other 
than a few cool fronts in November, winter conditions were characterized by 
exceptionally mild temperatures, without a freeze in most of the coastal zone 
through January.

Precise timing of goose migrations into Louisiana are usually difficult to 
establish due to the large size of the wintering area. However, in 1992 large 
numbers of white-fronted geese arrived en masse on October 11-13 in southwest 
rice prairies. Early cool fronts in October/November encouraged additional 
migrations, but geese were widely distributed due to the abundance of sheet 
water. Mid-December counts for snow-and-white-fronted geese were 280,000-and 
81̂ ,000, respectively, down 23% from 1991 for snows and 16% for white-fronts. 
These reduced counts in mid-December were primarily due to incomplete surveys in 
central and northeast regions of the state. November counts from these sections 
of the state indicated 137,000 snow and 28,000 white-fronted geese. The eastward 
expansion of the white-fronts' winter range into southeast fresh marshes was 
documented for the first time with a December count of 1,600.

There was a statewide split season for goose hunting with season dates for 
snow and white-fronted geese from November 21 - December 12 and December 19 - 
February 4. A snow goose only season continued for 10 days to February 14. 
Hunting success was generally low this year, particularly for snow geese. 
Excessive, early rains permitted wide distribution of geese and reduced hunter 
success. <The low proportion of young in the fall flights of the two goose' 
species also contributed to lower success rates. White-front productivity 
information obtained by the USFWS indicates 21.8% young and an average family 
size of 1.58 from wintering flocks observed this year in Louisiana. Data for 
1991-92 was 30.3% and 1.41.

A large number of neck collars on white-fronted geese have been observed 
once again this winter. Preliminary analysis of collars observations from the 
three previous winters indicates 418 unique collars were recorded. Banding 
origins were from a broad region across the Artie; 205 (49%) from the Central 
Artie (East & West combined), 111 (27%) from the Western Canadian Artie, 78 (19%) 
from the Inglis River, 20 (5%) from Alaska and 3 collars from West Hudson Bay. 
The 78 collars observed that were banded at the Inglis River was 24% of the total 
(326) banded at that location in 1991 and the 3 recorded from West Hudson Bay 
represent 60% of the total (5) marked at that site.
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Nest initiation at La Perouse Bay (LPB) on Cape Churchill in 1992 was on 
4 June, the 2nd latest in 25 years. The average clutch size at laying was relatively low 
at 3.65 as was the clutch size at hatch 3.70. Both were the lowest estimates since 
1989. Nest failure during initiation was minimal but this was offset by the highest 
recorded nest failure during incubation of 29 %. ^Productivity was the lowest on record 

<*at .23 goslings per adult, established at the time of banding, a 79% reduction from last 
year’s figure of 1.08.

Research at LPB suggests that the salt marsh degradation has reached a 
critical point. The intense overgrazing and spring grubbing of this area has lead to 
hypersalinity, eutrophication and the establishment of algal mats, reducing their utility 
to feeding geese.

Recent changes at the LPB colony have shown a decrease in adult fecundity 
and gosling survival brought on by the declining brood rearing habitat. At the same 
time, adult survival has increased due to the decreased flyway harvest.

Productivity was very poor throughout the entire Hudson Bay region. 
Production appeared to be significantly reduced due to the extremely late spring. 
Consistent with decreased production was the lack of young birds observed in feeding 
flocks in southern Manitoba.

Snow geese began arriving in southern Manitoba during the second week of 
September. Cereal grain was about 60 - 70% swathed and 10% combined. Fall tillage 
of fields had not begun. Rainfall was general resulting in most fields being too wet for 
farm machinery.

The 1992 snow goose harvest estimate at Oak Hammock was 750 birds, a 
decrease of 65% from the 1991 estimate of 2458. Harvest of snow geese at Oak 
Hammock has continued to decline over the past four years despite there being a high, 
population of snow geese utilizing the management area.X Generally, hunter opportunity 
and success were down due to the lack of young in the flocks. Flocks"^comprised 
primarily of adults tend to be more difficult to decoy. Provincial harvest is expected to 
be below normal.

No reports of necrotic enteritis were received during 1992.



TABLE 1. BIMONTHLY BLUE-SNOW GOOSE .
POPULATION ESTIMATES IN LOUISIANA1 

1952-1959

YEAR OCT A OCT 15 NOV 1 NOV 15 DEC 1 DEC 15

1952 0 50,000 350,000 400,000 400,000
s

407,000

1953 50 13,000 200,000 510,000 510,000 500,000

1954 5 19,000 291,000 350,000 350,000 350,000

1955 0 28,000 329,000 421,000 410,000 410,000

1956 0 17,000 368,000 400,000 400,000 No €3SB£*

1957 2,000 8,000 350,000 400,000 400,000 400,000

1958 0 110,000 . 375,000 No Coui't 375,000 No OOBak.

1<$59 0 7,000 350,000 375,000 375,000 472,000

1960 0 /t/& 327,000 450,000 440,000 440,000

& Dates Approximate

1 -=Fig"jres-from Biennial Reports of the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission 
* 1952 - 1960

/ f # Z

&



TABLE BLUE-SNOW GOOSE DISTRIBUTION IN LOUISIANA
1953-1972.

Total Geese in & Total Geese in V State
- S. E .^ % S.W.M% Total

1953 ^ 111,050 293,840 404,923
1954 98,100 414,400 512,500
1955 139,800 220,100 359,900
1956 197,700 253,450 451,150
1957 151,300 240,500 391,800
1958 46,400 332,900 379,300
1959 117,200 356,800 474,000
I960 ................ 103,300 376,900 480,200
1961 51,540 454,300 505,840
1962*
1963*
1964 56,700 351,460 408,160
1965 69,130 311,390 380,520
1966*
1967 115,000 216,000 331,000
1968 10,000 290,800 300,800
1969 51,000 216,600 267, 600
1970* 37%,
1971 41,000 377,500 418, 500
1972 50,000 357,100 407,100
Average Total 91,200 316,500 4 ^ fy /o o

Average % of Total 22% 78%

♦Estimate incomplete or unavailable
Estim ates from Mid -winter Inventories Bureau of Sport F isheries & Wildlife 
and Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission cooperating
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and on Department owned, managed, leased or controlled 
lands, a 100 yard restriction shall apply;

(v) It is unlawful for any person to remove furbearing 
mammals from, or to move or disturb in any manner, the 
traps owned by another person without written authoriza­
tion of the owner to do so;

(w) It is unlawful for any owner of a dog to knowingly 
or wantonly allow his or her dog to pursue, harass or kill 
deer

(x) It is unlawful for any person to wantonly or care­
lessly injure or destroy, in any manner whatsoever, any 
real or personal property on the land of another while 
engaged in hunting or trapping thereon;

(y) It b  unlawful to hunt wild game protected by this 
Act between sunset and sunrise except that hunting hours 
between sunset and sunrise may be establbhed by admin­
istrative order for furbearing mammals, deer, wild turkey 
and migratory waterfowl;

(z) It is unlawful to take any game bird (excluding wild 
turkeys), migratory game birds or migratory waterfowl 
protected by thb Act when not flying, except crippled 
birds otherwise irretrievable;

(aa) It is unlawful to use or possess any device that may 
be used for tree climbing or cutting, while hunting fur­
bearing mammals;

(bb) It b  unlawful for any person, except licensed game 
breeders, pursuant to Section 2.29 to import, carry into or 
possess alive in thb State, any species of wildlife taken 
outside of thb State without obtaining permission to do so 
from the Director;

(cc) It b  unlawful for any person to have in their 
possession any freshly killed species protected by thb Act 
during the season closed for taking;

(dd) It b  unlawful to take any species protected by thb 
Act and retain it alive;

(ee) It b  unlawful to possess any rifle while in the field 
during gun deer season except as provided in Section 2.26 
and administrative orders.

This Section shall apply only to those species protected 
by thb Act taken within the State. Any species or any 
parts thereof, legally taken in and transported from other 
states or countries may be possessed within the State, 
except as provided in thb Section and Sections 2.35, 2.36 
and 3.21.

Nothing contained in thb Section shall prohibit the use 
of bow and arrow.

Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the Di­
rector from bauing permits to paraplegics or persons 
physically unable to walk, to shoot or hunt from a stand­
ing vehicle, provided that such b  olherwbe in accord with 
thb Act.

Nothing contained in thb Act shall prohibit the taking of 
birds and mammab protected by thb Act, except deer, 
from a boat not camouflaged or dbgubed to alter its 
identity or to further provide a place of concealment and 
not propelled by sail or mechanical power. However, only 
shotguns not larger than 10 gauge nor smaller than .410 
bore loaded with not more than 3 shells of a shot size no 
larger than BB may be used.
Amended by P.A. 82-783, A rt ill, 8 30. eff. Julv 13. 1982; 
P.A. 83-722. 5 2, eff. Sept 23. 1983.

233-1. Shotgun* on boett
8 2.33-1. Notwithstanding any other provbion of thb 

Act, no person shall place, carry, possess or transport a 
shotgun on a boat of any type in an area under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Conservation during the 
period March 1 to May 31, both induaive.

No State agency shall issue or make any rule, regula­
tion, order or agreement which b  in conflict with thb 
Section.
Added by P.A. 81-475, 5 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1980.

2.33a. T ra p s — I lle g a l  m e th o d s

8 2.33a. (a) It b  unlawful to fail to visit and remove all 
animals from traps staked out, set, used, tended, placed or 
maintained at least once each calendar day.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to set, use, or maintain 
a leghold trap or one of «imii«r construction on land, that 
has a jaw spread of larger than 6% inches (16.6 CM), or a 
body-gripping trap or one of similar construction having a 
jaw spread larger than 7 inches (173 CM) on a aide if 
square and 8 inches (20.4 CM) if round;

(c) It b  unlswful for any person to set, use, or maintain 
a leghold trap or one of similar construction in water, that 
has s  jaw spread of larger than 7lA inches (19.1 CM), or a 
body-gripping trap or one of similar construction having a 
jaw spread larger than 10 inches (25.4 CM) on a side if 
square and 12 inches (30.5 CM) if round;

(d) It b  unlawful to use any trap with saw-toothed, 
spiked, or toothed jaws;

(e) It b  unlawful to destroy, dbturb or in any manner 
-interfere with dams, lodges, burrows or feed beds of 
beaver while trapping for beaver or to set a trap inside a 
muskrat house or beaver lodge, except that thb shall not 
apply to Drainage Dbtricts who are acting pursuant to the 
provbions of Section 2.37;

(f) It b  unlawful to trap beaver with a leghold trap or 
one of similar construction having a jaw spread of less 
than SVt inches (13.9 CM) or more than 77t inches (19.1 
CM) except that this shall not apply during the open 
season for trapping muskrats;

(g) It is unlawful to set traps closer than 10 feet (3.05 
M) from any hole or den which may be occupied by a game 
mammal or fur-bearing mammal except that thb restric­
tion shall not apply to water sets.

(h) It b unlawful to trap or attempt to trap any fur- 
bearing mammal with any colony, cage, box, or stove-pipe 
trap designed to take more than one mammal at a single 
setting.

(i) It is unlawful for any person to make any set or 
place any trap or any part thereof including chain, or drag 
designed to take any fur bearing mammal protected by 
thb Act during the closed trapping season. Proof that 
any part of any trap including the trap itself, chain, or 
drag was placed during the closed trapping season shall be 
deemed prima facie evidence of a violation of thb provi-

(j) It b  unlawful to place, set. or maintain any leghold 
trap or one of similar construction within thirty (30) feet 
(9.14 m) of bait placed in such a manner or position that it 
is not completely covered and concealed from sight, except 
that thb shall not apply to underwater sets. Bait shall 
mean and include any bait composed of mammal, bird, or 
fish flesh, fur. hide, entrails or feathers.
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U. BURTON ANGELLZ, SR.ece*CTA*r 
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

# %

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  W ILD L IFE  A N D  F I S H E R I E S
POST OFFICE BOX I5S 70

B A T O N  R O U G E ,  L A .  7 0 6 9 5
EDWIN W. EDWARDS

OOVCAMOft '

July 17, 1986 * •
[ K g H O W H

Game Division Supervisory Personnel 

Hugh Bateman, Chief, Game Division

Change in Methods by Which Geese in Louisiana can 
Legally be Hunted

The Commission at it's July 9th meeting here in Baton Rouge 
took the following action, “It shall be unlawful to creep, stalk, 
or crawl toward feeding or resting geese for the purpose of taking 
such geese or thereinafter causing such geese to be taken." ,

This action is unprecedented as it basically prohibits the 
hunting or shooting of geese of any kind and in any number by the 
above method. A violation of this Commission action could be 
prosecuted in federal court as all state laws or Commission action 
pertaining to migratory birds automatically becomes federal law.
The current law book (page 17) defines "take" in its different 
tenses as the attempt or act of hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing,

• snaring, trapping, shooting, hunting, wounding or killing by any 
means or device. This regulation will be in effect for the upcoming 
hunting season and thereafter unless repealed by the Commission.

There is apparently a growing abuse of "goose creeping" in 
Southwest Louisiana which results in excessive over bagging and 
severe crippling losses when large flocks of resting or feeding 
geese are shot into. Last hunting season there was a strong push 
by state and federal enforcement agents to curb this type of activity 
in Southwest Louisiana ricefields. They were suggessful in making 
several cases which received considerable press coverage. The media 
stories caused outrage among many South Louisiana sportsmen who 
are in strong support of this new Commission action.

I'm sure everyone appreciates.the considerable judgment that 
will be required in the field to avoid problems with this new

An Eaual Ooooitumtv Emnlnvor



•y * **. *
Iv Commission regulation. The circumstances and situations under which 
this will be confusing to hunters and our personnel are numerous. 
Please be sure to discuss it thoroughly with your personnel prior 
to the waterfowl hunting seasons this fall.

The regulation will be listed in the migratory bird hunting 
pamphlet for this coming season and the I & E Division is planning 
a magazine article and news release. I have asked Col. Ray Montet 
to invite us to any meetings at the district level held to 
specifically discuss how their agents plan to enforce this new 
regulation.

As there are further developments on this issue we will advise

HAB:sd

cc: J. B. Kidd
Larry Soileau 
Tommy Prickett 
Robert Helm , 
Ray Montet /
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problem has developed during the 
’ .past few years which, should it con- 
i - tinue, could have a serious effect on the 

; , - blue and snow goose populations which
M   ̂winter in Louisiana," Hall said.

is a method of shooting geese
^&M''-::::''^which is known as creeping —  creeping

d geese. It has concerned me for some 
time.’’;

Dave Hall explained that the pro- 
im ^ W ^ c d u r e  had its origin in the early 1800s7fV» ■ W4ww **«« *vo V* l̂ui lil uiw vai ÎT * UVV3

-earlier, when the first Europeans 
W & # w e r e  settling Louisiana. These folks 
M l :l% were busy with the chores o f daily life 

"and did not have the time to hunt con­
ventionally, the way that we now con-

^  longer- periods o f  time with decoysrvj'.v ivû ci pwiiuud vi iuuw wiui uwl.v/5
S ^ ^ f-E s p r e a d  before us. Besides, they usually 

bad' large families and needed fish and 
^Wildlife to sustain them.

@  W - ^ :t e ;'Blue and snow geese were very-1________.-i r - _irfVt ^7!v-: > abundant in coastal Louisiana marshes.|g i1

Some of our first biologists, DuPratz
■v'iJ' - r ; - - v i  and  M r l lh e n n v  w erp  m u r h  imnrp^cprl

h V % ^% "^.Thc first explorers, in their diaries, tell

%  : ^ ^ ^ a n d  Mcllhenny, were much impressed 
s|r ^ % ^ E -4 b y  the number o f waterfowl they en- 

 ̂ ' ' ^  countered. Mcllhenny reported on the
%: 'l^ izS'-^Iarge concentrations of blues and snows

in the early 1900s down near Chcnicrc
........  r. aii Tigre, south o f  what is now known

Intracoastal City. He described a 
"> flock o f  geese that covered approxi- 

^  s ' mately six square miles —  there’s no 
% * telling how many geese were in such a
n  i  .'buge gathering.

i
‘iri: geese, and in those years creeping them

Louisiana has always had great 
%- numbers o f wintering blue and snow

&  ̂% ^  .to obtain food for the table was an 
accepted method.

Similarly, residents o f the Crowley 
area used to build a small screen or 

" : blind and place it near the back door ofSir"
i l

1
I6
I
I
1

;^..rE';a Cajun home, close to a small baited
pond on which were live decoys. Ob- 
serving wild ducks on the pond, the
hunter would grasp the lightweight 

::Vblind and crawl on his knees until he 
' Lreached the edge o f the pond. Then, 

discarding the "creep blind," he would 
;y. rise and fire as the startled birds rose 
; from the water. Cattle and horses were 
v also used as concealment so that hunt­

ers could approach within gun range of
: :

V
'•’ feeding flocks.

Only enough birds needed to feed the
family were taken (there was no re-

:;frigeration then), and since there were 
,hv few er hunters and so many birds,
#  creeping had little effect on the total

birds.
Recent years have brought a great

Three backbreaking loads of geese taken by the single creeper on the left, 
who has just been apprehended by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Special. 
Agent William Ferguson, on the right. The killing took place in Jefferson 
Davis Parish this last February.

increase in the amount o f creeping be­
ing done, and the method has gained 
many refinements, if you can call them 
that. It is no longer hunting," Hall 
points out.

"It cannot be called sport, any more 
than doing wheelies or making dough­
nuts on a lawn with an automobile can 
be called sport —  though I have heard it 
referred to as a hot dog sport. Instead, it 
has deteriorated into a contest to see 
who can kill the most geese.. .and then 
brag about it,” Hall added.

"I am quite concerned about this 
practice because in my lifetime I have 
seen the Canada goose stop coming to 
Louisiana. Some o f my fondest mem­
ories are of shooting ducks and geese 
with my father in the early 1950s on the. 
Mississippi River," he continued. “Dad 
told me then that something was hap­
pening, that the geese weren’t coming 
south the way they used to."

Why not? Partly because o f changing 
agricultural practices, but also as a re­
sult o f stress occasioned by increased 
hunting activity. The geese halted, then 
remained north o f their usual desti­
nation because they found what they 
needed and wanted —  they avoided 
harassment.

Hall is afraid we may also lose our 
snow and blue goose concentrations. 
"Cases I personally witnessed when we 
conducted undercover operations in 
south Louisiana demonstrate the prob­
lem in great detail. 1 have seen photo­
graphs made by individuals engaged in 
creeping. I saw pictures o f a pickup

truck completely filled with geese. 
There were perhaps several hundred 
taken by this unethical practice in this 
one instance," Hall stated.

"L ast se a so n , 1 9 8 3 -1 9 8 4 , w e  
received complaints about such activit­
ies in southwest Louisiana, in the area 
between Lake Charles and Lafayette."

Hall consulted with Special Agents 
Bill Ferguson from Lake Charles, 
Frank Simms o f  Lafayette and two 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries game wardens. They decided 
to work under cover to infiltrate groups 
which were creating havoc with the 
geese.

Agents Simms, Ferguson and Hall, 
using an old, beat-up truck with a Lab­
rador in the back, and wearing clothes 
like the poachers they had observed 
creeping geese, became acquainted 
with folks in the area.

The first afternoon they watched a 
couple o f creeps taking place and ob­
served a number o f violations, but did 
nothing about it: it was their intention to 
apprehend as many o f  the persons in­
volved as possible.

"This gave the outlaws a sense of 
security about us," Dave explained. 
"They were well organized to break the 
laws; they used CB radios, were con­
stantly on the watch for game Wardens, 
and frequently discussed tactics to be 
used in the event that game agents were 
spotted. However, they were not so 
well organized that the same groups 
would work together on all occasions."

That provided the agents, largely

■V
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through the talents o f Ferguson and 
Simms, the opportunity to be accepted 
as fellow  creepers. The undercover 
lawmen were asked whether they might 
be game wardens but naturally they 
denied it, saying they too wanted to 
avoid being caught.

Dave told us o f an incident that oc­
curred during the operation: “We were 
parked alongside a country road watch­
ing a flock coming down a short dis­
tance away, but near enough to be shot 
from the road. A vehicle pulled up and 
the driver inquired, ‘What are you guys 
up to?* We replied that we were getting 
ready to shoot the geese. ‘No,* he said, 
‘These are my geese and we’re plan­
ning to shoot them from the truck. *'*

“We asked if he minded if we just 
stayed and watched. ‘Oh no,* he re­
plied, then added, ‘you guys aren't 
game wardens, are you?* We hastily 
denied that.**

About 15 minutes later the creeper 
returned with four gunners standing in 
the back o f  the truck. They drove di­
rectly to the spot where the birds were 
resting and proceeded to unload their 
shotguns into the startled flock.

The agents then drove up and ident­
ified themselves. The creepers were 
well over the limit, had used unplugged 
shotguns, shot from the road, and 
committed any number of other vio­
lations. Their total disregard for the law 
well illustrates this type o f  “hunting.”

As the weekend progressed the fed­
eral wardens managed to get in with a 
larger group that was killing many 
birds. This band was also well organ­
ized and used elaborate tactics to pre­
vent getting caught.

Several persons were assigned to 
watch for game wardens (ironically the 
agents were given this task during sev­
eral creeps). They were told that as 
soon as shots were fired they were to 
rush into the field and chase cripples 
and collect dead geese in order to cover 
over-limit kills. Creeps o f course result 
in enormous over-limits, especially if 
the gunners are able to approach close 
to the flock.

Depending upon the difficulty of ap­
proaching the geese —  whether there is 
a nice clean ditch that can be used as 
cover or if a long crawl on their bellies 
is necessary to take advantage o f (he 
meager concealment provided by flat 
terrain —  four or six shooters do the 
ground shooting.

Others hiding around the field (as 
close to the geese as they can get with­
out alarming them) load their guns with 
buckshot and shoot at the geese flying

over them.
There was yet another group, nor­

mally older fellows not up to the exer­
tion o f creeping, (hat was referred to as 
the “salvage gang." After the creepers 
had hastily gathered as many birds as 
they could and had departed, the sal­
vage gang would enter the field with 
dogs to pick up cripples.

“On one creep in which we joined.I 
told the group that I had killed enough 
geese in my lifetime but would like to 
photograph a hunt taking place. There­
fore they weren’t afraid o f me or the 
camera. So I went along and armed 
only with my camera,” Hall admitted.

Between creeps, as the perpetrators 
rode around in Simm’s vehicle, they 
discussed ways to elude game wardens.

Standby crews were ready to go into 
the fields so quickly to recover over­
limit birds that the only way arrests 
could be made was to be in the field 
with them. Otherwise, in a matter of 
minutes there would be no way for an 
agent to determine who killed what.

As long as there were enough people 
to cover the over-bag the creepers felt 
safe. In this flat country a vehicle can 
be seen at a great distance; an agent 
patrolling in a marked car or in uniform 
hasn't a chance of making an arrest.

Radio contact made it easy to call up 
additional help when needed. If a delay 
could be expected before help arrived, 
the extra geese were “stashed” where 
they could be picked up later. No over- 
limit geese would be in the vehicles 
during the drive back to town.

"On the second day of our operation 
we noliccd an orange truck.parked near 
a flock of geese. The driver was watch­
ing through binoculars, so we assumed 
he was planning a creep. It soon be­
came apparent that this was not the 
case, so we aproachcd him," Hall said.

He found that the watcher was a 
Canadian waterfowl biologist studying 
fam ily  groups on the w in terin g  
grounds, as well as nesting habitat. 
Hall asked what he had discovered.

“Well, 1 have been here three weeks 
and I am very discouraged because I 
cannot watch the geese," the Canadian 
complained. “1 don't believe I have 
been able to watch a flock for as long as 
30 minutes without someone creeping 
up and shooting into it. I can’t believe 
my eyes; l have never seen anything 
like this before. The birds never get a 
chance to rest, to feed or preen, to do 
the things that geese normally do. The 
harassment goes on from daybreak un­
til dark, sometimes well after dark."

How detrimental is this highly un­
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ethical and illegal shooting? When a 
group takes 180 geese in a single creep 
and brags about it —  w ell, draw your 
own conclusions. But even more seri­
ous is what is happening to the species. 
The geese may replace their numbers in 
time but they will not reverse a change 
in behavior.

It is feared that if the birds continue 
to be constantly harassed and killed, 
they will start wintering farther north 
where the habitat is similar to the south 
Louisiana rice fields. Increasing num­
bers of blue and snow geese are using 
north Louisiana, Arkansas and Mis­
sissippi rice country. Hunters there are 
elated about the turn o f  events and 
enjoy hunting the birds —  over decoys, 
so far.

Another result o f creeping, besides 
causing birds to change their flight and 
migration patterns, is^that the increased 
stress makes the birds assemble in huge 
numbers. From 5,000 to 15,000 geese 
may gather in one concentration —  
perhaps because o f  .some “safety in 
numbers" syndrome.

Because o f  this, legitimate hunters 
have almost no chance to decoy geese. 
And it is causing a financial loss to 
south Louisiana landowners who lease 
land specifically for goose hunting. 
There w ould be additional oppor­
tunities for additional goose leases il 
creeping could be stopped.

The crippling which takes place dur­
ing a creep is sickening. How shocking 
it would be if there were some way u 
find out how much shot the injurec 
birds arc carrying.

Other states have regulations whicl 
eliminate creeping. They require tha 
goose hunting take place from blind 
and over decoys. Shots are permittei 
outside the blind only when retrieving 
wounded birds.

“It's my opinion that such reguk 
lions would work here, and I recoir 
mend that the Department of Wildlif 
and Fisheries consider such a proposa 
n  could be tailored to apply specificall 
to geese," Hall concluded.

Creeping is creating a generation < 
outdoor outlaws —  not hunters. It isn 
sporting and it is unethical. And it 
jeopardizing the future o f goose hur. 
ing in Louisiana.

South Louisiana hunters scrcanv 
loud and long about the short-stoppii 
o f  the Canada goose.

But what if October comes and t 
skies are silent —  what if there is 
goose music?

It could very well happen, becav 
. creepers are taking our geese away.



United States Department of the Interior

Mr. Larry Soileau
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Opelousas, Louisiana 70520

Dear Larry,

Recently, you and I spoke regarding the feasibility of imposing a 
regulatory change that would render the "creeping" of geese an 
unlawful act.
As you know, this unethical method of hunting geese has become a 
serious problem. This was recently evidenced by the fact that 
enforcement agents apprehended a total of 104 hunters vrtio had killed 
858 geese. Some hunters killed as many as 35 birds per man, not to 
mention the untold crippling loss which results from indiscriminate 
firing into feeding and resting goose flocks. Additionally, a serious 
problem of hunter trespass has resulted.

For these reasons, 1 suggest that you incorporate the following 
regulation into the 1986/87 hunting and fishing pamphlet. This 
regulation has been carefully worded in order to be specific to the 
undesirable activity of "creeping" geese. Worded as such, it vrould 
not restrict the legitimate traditional methods of goose hunting such 
as pass shooting or the hunting of geese from temporary or permanent 
blinds with or without the use of decoys and calls. Additionally, 
this regulation has been approved by the United State Attorney's 
Office in Lafayette, Louisiana vrtio will prosecute the majority of such 
violations.

The proposed regulation has been worded as follows:

It shall be unlawful to creep, stalk, crawl, or otherwise 
approach, feeding or resting blue, snow, Canada, or white-fronted 
geese for the purpose of taking such geese or thereinafter 
causing such geese to be taken.

"Take" means to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, 
or collect, or attempt to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 
capture, or collect.

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
POST O FFICE BOX 4305 

103 EAST CYPRESS STREET

Sincerely yours

W. Frank Sim ns

cc: SAC-Atlanta, GA 
SRA-Slidell, IA
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A C T I O N  A L E R T

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE OVERRULES CONSERVATIONISTS - 
REJECTS BAN ON GOOSE CREEPING TO CONSERVE WATERFOWL. FURTHER 
ABUSES MAY BRING MORE SEVERE FEDERAL RESTRICTIONS - LAWSUITS 

FROM ANTI-HUNTERS AND FURTHER DISGRACE TO LOUISIANA

•-

As you may be aware by now, on Tuesday October 21st, 5 members of the Louisiana 
Legislature's House of Representatives Natural Resources Committee, acting as 
a subcommittee on oversight according to .the Louisiana Administrative Prbr 
cedures Act, rejected a regulation adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and•Fish- • 
eries Commission to conserve our wild goose.,population by outlawing the 
practice of creeping geese. The Commission's action .was a 'response to.the 
widespread abuse of the resource by shooters who creep close! a flock of ( 
resting geese and then fire into the flock resulting in the killing of far 
over the limit and the crippling of many more.

Though there is nothing necessarily criminal or unethical/ W d U t  creeping per 
se, it can be devastating to the geese when the itiettfod" f's,,itiuig'edi,, 'not only ...
through overshooting‘arid^excessive crippling but also through the constant 
harrassment the f l o c k s ' s u b j e c t e d  to at a time of year when they need to
be feedirtg and resting up fcor the1longofi^ght.to the nesting grounds.' . rnRli" S Itl.i ' <
The Wildlife and Fisheries'Commission adopted tiie rule h,ahhirtg!>,goo6e. creeping 
at its July meeting ad a me'ahs of. curtailing, the abuse', "for both the protep-j . 
tion of the geese and the future of hunting. The rule was requested and 
supported by sportsmens groups,,wildiife.biologists, and state and federal 
wildlife enforcement officials. No .objections to'the proposal-were regis­
tered until the members of the oversight.,committee rejetted:.the,;rule.

i.u- ,, . ■
If you support the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission-:in-.4-ts effort 
to protect our goose population from excessive horrassmind'and abuse,, contact 
Governor Edwards and ask his-support for, the Commission's ban on goose 1
creeping. Send copies of your . Letter ,to your state senator and representative.

The members - of the oversight committee rejecting the rule were: Donald
Thibodeau^, Crowley; Murray Hebert,? Kpumc; Fox McKeithen, Columbia; Frank 
Patti, Belle Chasse; and Harry Benoit,- Breaux Bridge. Rep: Chris' Ullo was 
acting chairman and did not vote. .....

Honorable Edwin W. Edwards,; 
Governor of Louisiana 
State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

I 1 -
i i

"Vo urs in conservation.

s/ Wilson j. Thibodeaux 
v- President



Disenchantment is 
a common hazard
"THERE ARE MANY disenchanted 

sportsmen in Louisiana these days 
' ... not that this is anything new.

Disenchantment seems to be an 
occupational hazard, so to speak, for 
outdoorsmen and other conserve- 
tionists. Despite their best inten- 
tioned efforts sportsmen are more 
often than not thwarted by . re­
versals. The outlaws seem to win 
most of the contests. Meanwhile 
poachers laugh and laugh.

If you doubt this you should have 
been in one of several bars in 
southwest Louisiana last week as the 
word began to filter down that the 
game wardens had been foiled 
again, that the ban on “creeping" 
geese bad been killed by the 
legislature. The "poor boys" were 
having a fleeful time as they downed 
one beer after another at $1.25 each. 
• 'B a r te n d e r ,  g im m e a n o th e r, 
longneck. H a.ba.na!" .

In our last column we presented 
the views of the legislative oversight 
ocmmittee as obtained from one of 

, the committee members. Since that 
time we have received additional 
information from persons who were 
at the meeting as well as taped 
proceedings of the meeting itself.

TO AVOID misunderstandings, the 
regulations adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and fisheries Commission 
states: “ It shall be unlawful to 
creep, stalk or crawl toward feeding 
geese for the purpose of taking such 
geese or thereinafter causing such 

• geese to be taken. ‘Take’ means, in 
. different tenses, the attempt or act 

of hooking, pursuing, netting, 
capturing, snaring, trapping, shoot­
ing, bunting, wounding or killing by 

7 ;' any means or device."
• The law empowers the Com- 

.'-y- mission to "fix, approve and adopt 
seasons, bag limits and possession 
limits and to establish other rules 

; , and regulations for the hunting, 
.V taking possession or protection of v" any species or sex of wild quadru- 

' peds and wild birds."
: T te language of both the regula- 

•' tion and the authority to pass the 
- ; ru le  seems clear enough. The

_

ii§ V
authoirty has been used several 
times in the past in issues which 
received widespread publicity and it 
was • never questioned until now, 
ironically by the legislature, the 
very body which granted the powers 
to the commission.

HOWEVER, depending on the 
action that will be taken by the 
LWFC at its November meeting, the 
entire matter may be moot for this 
season inasmuch as the Governor 
did not reverse the action of the 
oversight committee despite re­
quests that he do so.

It is imperative that the LWFC 
challenges the oversight committee. 
If five persons can negate action by 
a duly constituted body; action that 
was taken only after holding public 
meetings, after disucssing the mat­
ter with Department biologists and 
considering what steps to take in an 
advertised, open public meeting 
there’s -something wrong. It has 
many persons wondering if there is a 
need for a Commisssion.

There has been much conjecture 
among sportsmen as to why the 
legislature would take sides with the 
outlaws rather than protect the 
resource. If the committee members 
were sincere ;in questioning the 
statutory authority of the i Com­
mission, why was it not researched 
then and there? How long does it 
take to look up the law when you are 
in the state capitol?.

IT BECOMES OBVIOUS as one 
delves into the m atter that tins is 
excuse more so than reason. When 
queried about the reasons behind 
their action, legislators have taken 
refuge behind such statements as “It 
certainly isn’t  a sporting method to • 
slaughter geese on the ground, no 
more than shooting a covey of quail 
on the ground or fish in a barrel.



Goose ’creeping’ shot down by legislature
no other way to hunt. '

-  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-, 
cries Commission’s (LWFC) regular 
tion prohibiting the “creeping” of 
geese was shot down by five, m em ­
bers of th e . leg is la tu re .- After 
extensive public hearings and open 
meetings which had been . well 
advertised to as to obtain maximum 
comment, the LWFC adopted a 
regulation to ban creeping. It was 
printed in the 1986-87 hunting rules 
booklet and much publicity was 
given to the action..

It all went for naught when the 
legislative oversight committee of 
the House of Representatives killed 
the measure on October 21 just 
weeks before the hunting season was 
to begin. We have yet to find anyone 
who had knowledge of the pending 
meeting other than the legislators, 
their staff and state employees who 
were required to be present.

The public was not informed! ~
Regardless, years of work by 

sporstmen’s groups working with 
LWFC, biologists and the support of 
some enforcement officials went for 
naught. The creeping ban was killed 
by Representatives Harry Benoit of 
Breaux Bridge, Murray Hebert of 
Chauvin, Fox McKeithen of Col­
umbia, Frank Patti of Belle Chasse 
and Donald Thibodeaux of Crowley. 
Chris Ulo of Marrero was the acting 
chairman..

There’s something wrong when 
five persons can undo years of effort 
supported by the LWFC and the 
State Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries. We are advised that 
Governor Edwin Edwards can veto 
the committee’s action.

We endeavored to find out the 
reasons for this action from Donald 
Thibodeaux who resides very close 
to the scene of much of this largely 
illegal activity. This is what we 
learned:

Their big hunt is to get in a 
pickup truck-and ride and try to find 
geese. Then they go and ask a 
farmer to go on ms land. But under 
this regulation even the farmers 
themselves would not be able to 
shoot geese on their land. ir

“The: 'goose is a federally pro­
tected bircL-The committee felt that 
if Louisiana was the only state to 
pass such a law it wasn't fair. The 
law should be mandated in all other 
statesaswell.”

“The way it is written, the law 
leaves much to be ..desired. It's 
words like — you can't advance on a 
goose. What is advancing? You can’t 
leave your house or the camp 
without advancing on a goose. When 
a man is walking toward his blind he 
may be in violation. This would be 
too much latitude for enforcement 
officers.” .

“We also thought that a certain 
segment of our society would get, 
wiped out — that’s the poor people. 
Now the poor person has.a chance to 
ask the farmer ’can I creep some 
geese’. There are laws that limit the 
number of geese that can be taken, 
laws that are already into place. 
This resolution almost says that a 
man has to have a blind to hunt 
geese.”

“A farmer might let a poor boy go 
out there and creep some geese but 
he’s  not going to give him his land 
for a blind. I think we might be 
alienating a certain part of our 
society. All the committee members 
voted against the rule change. It was 
passed without objection. ’’

“The first goose I ever killed, I 
crawled to do it. I got one goose, I 
was within the limit, I did not 
slaughter geese. There are a lot of 
kids especially, coming up that have

1
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Several months ago 
(May to be precise) we 
devoted space In this 
column to call attention 
to the p rac tice  of 
creeping geese and 
more especially, to the 
violation of game laws 
to which it leads.

Organized groups of 
shooters locate a field 
w here geese  have 
a sse m b le d  by the 
thousands to feed and 
rest, By crawling in a 
canal or behind a levee, 
etc., they approach 
within range of the 
birds on the ground and 
with plugs removed, 
fire Indiscriminately at 
the birds.

We pointed out that 
Blue and Snow Geese 
are changing their mi­
gration and feeding 
patterns as a result of 
h a r ra s s m e n t  from  
creeping and expressed 
the opinion that we 
might lose these birds 
permanently — )ust as 
we h av e  lo s t our 
Canada Geese.

Facts which formed 
the basis (or this col­
umn were obtained 
while doing research 
for an article on the 
subject. This article 
was published In the 
September issue of Fins 
and Feathers magazine 
which is on the news 
stands now.

The story describes in 
detail a goose creep and 
the a r r e s t s  which 
f o l l o w e d .  I t  i s  
appropriate therefore 
that we tell the outcome 
of the citations which 
were issued then.

In August two of the 
persons arrested ap­
peared before a United 
S ta te s  m a g is t r a te  
charged with, among 
o ther th ings, each  
possessing 16 geese 
over the limit.

One person, a repeat 
offender, was fined 
$500, handed a six- 
month suspended sen­
tence, denied hunting 
privileges for five years 
and was placed on-five 
years probation. He 
was also required to 
perform 30 days of 
community service.

The other, a first of­
fender (how lucky, 
perhaps" he’ll get th e . 
messagp). .was..fined. 
$350.00, placed on pn> 
batlon (or a year and 
tost hunting rights for a 
similar period.

The seriousness of the 
nefarious practice of

k i l l s ,  e n c o u r a g e s  
sh o o tin g  w ith  u n ­
plugged guns, result in 
crippling many birds 
which escape only to 
die shortly afterward. 
It also provides the 
temptation to sell the 
numerous birds which 
have been slaughtered 
and turn them into 
cash.

The techn ique  Is 
certainly not sporting, 
It's unethical and il­
legal. In our many 
years of exposure to 
this method of shooting, 
geese we have never 
seen nor heard of a 
creep that was legal.

That Is, unless you 
consider “we let many 
c r ip p le s  get aw ay 
because we would hvae 
been way over the 
limit" to spell ILLE­
GALITY In anything 
but capital letters.

For a detailed de­
scription of what takes 
place on a goose creep 
we suggest that you 
obtain a copy of the 
September- "Fins and 
Feathers" magazine. II 
the news stand Is sold 
out be • can probably 
obtain more from his 
distributor.

After learning more 
about creeping, U you 
agree that something 
should be done to put a 
stop to this brazen 
poaching, this Is what 
you can do.

Telephone toll free. 
1-800-442-2511. That's 
the Operation Game 
Thief num ber. Tell 
them w hat's taking 
place and where You 
do not have to Identify 
yourself — no attempt 
will be made to Identify 
you . You w ill be 
assigned a num ber 
known only to you In 
order to make you eli­
gible to claim the re­
ward which Is offered.
’ You can help further 

by providing the license 
numbers of the vehicles 
involved in the creep.

Regardless, you will 
have, helped to put an 
end to this dastardly 
practice. Unless we do, 
we stand tq lose our 
geese forever. - • .

Wouldn't It be strange 
If an October came and 
there w$s; no goose 
musIc.^Sn1-: southwest 
Louisiana? That could 
well happen unless 
creeping Is- stopped. 
They are chasing our 
geese eweyl
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$
Viewing Pros And Cons Of Goose Creepi

By RONNIE PITRE 
Sports Editor

While the Acadia Sportsmen’s League feels it will 
cause a major population movement, the House Natural 
Resource Committee felt that it would cut out a  certain 
segment of the population ... namely the poor people.

Yes. It’s the goose creeping issue again.
Over, a  week ago the Oversight committee struck 

down a  rule prohibiting goose creeping. The rule, one of 
several new rules and regulations set in July by the Loui­
siana Wildlife and Fisheries commission was to eo into

effect in 1986-87.
However, when the rule reached the committee is was 

voted down unanimously by all five o f the committee 
members who voted on the issue. Those members 
included Donald Thibodeaux, Frank Parti, Many 
benoit, Murray Hebert and Fox McKeilhen.

Since the rule has been shot down, hunters and 
hunters' organizations have been asking questions.

The goose creeping law would have prevented any 
hunter from creeping, stalking or crawling toward feed­
ing or resting geese to shoot them.

•It would have been the first ever such law both in

Louisiana as well as the country.
Area state representative Thibodeaux gave three 

reasons why the committee voted to rescind.
‘First o f ah the goose is a federal bird," Thibodeaux 

said. "We (Louisiana) would be the only state with such 
a law. If a law assuch was needed then we need to have it 
in all the stales.

"Secondly, it would cut oul a certain segment of our 
• hunting population ... namely the poor people. Those 
people would have lb  be invited over to a  goose hum or 
have their own blind before they could hunt geese.

The third reason, “ the law is ambiguous. It would

open it up to much to enforcement and too i 
would get hurt. That would make it lough 
who really isn 't guilty. In a way, the law su 
can 't approach any geese for the purpose 

Those who were in favor of the original 
without such a law too many geese would 
tered" by hunters who have no regard to the 
also.say that biologists reports show that V

See VIEWING, Pg. 9A
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" A L L  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W "

: November 1992

To m y fellow Outdoors-people,

H am a m ost fortunate person. For 26 of the 27 years preceding 1988 I indulged my passion for duck 
v B hunting on the great Delta Marsh in Manitoba. I missed 1969 due to the many cultural yelps associat­

ed w ith  that loud year. A year of personal and national change. In retrospect, I think, good stuff. But in 
three decades at Delta I saw change of a different kind. Change akin to aging— the inexorable reduction 

V; of an abundance of life. I saw duck populations up and down, up and down. But the long haul trend 
was relentlessly down.

In 19761 interviewed many "old timers" for a film project regarding waterfowl. I asked the natural ques­
tion, "What's happening with the ducksi" An old guide from St. Ambroise, Manitoba, with a glint in his 
eye and in compelling accent stated, "dey all w en' sou't in plastic bags1.” Though his fierce common 
sense affected me over the years I often thought to myself, would that it were that simple. However,

. w ith his incomplete logic still an echo, in 1988 I stopped shooting ducks. For three years I watched the 
best dog I ever owned grow old. I felt awful. In 1991 I took m y dog, m y wife and my thoughts and 
w ent duck hunting. I loved it buc still felt awful. I've been wrestling with my conscience ever since. And 
asking a lot of questions.

• If m y "old guide" was charmingly simplistic his counterparts in the duck industry are dangerously com ­
plex. Is there a middle grounds Nope. I've come to believe fervently in the simplicity of waterfowl is- 

- sues, that the awesom e complexity in professional management is but camouflage for expediency, poli- 
: tics, fund raising, job security, self importance and stupidity. As an associated public wc have been m is­
directed, under-informed and taken for granted. Unless a great change occurs wc will be left holding the 
empty bag, vilified by our non-sporting brethren, bereft of that which wc care so much about. Howev- 

; er, there remains opportunity to turn it all around.

First, you have to free yourself from the mind-numbing mountains of reports, indices, data, theory and 
projections regarding waterfowl. These arc the tools of expediency, die ramparts ot rationalization. All 
you need to know is for over 60 years waterfowl populations have continuously declined. This is 
indisputable. It is therefore equally indisputable that our efforts on their behalf can only be judged to 

•have failed. Period. Yet management practices repeatedly demonstrated to be ineffective continue to be 
| applied to an ever increasing problem. Expecting different results from unchanged behavior is one of the 
i accepted definitions of insanity. Governments and private organizations have responded in size rather 
| than substance to the ever more dire waterfowl question. Increasing the scope of flawed management 
practices has only mirrored the evergrowing wedands and waterfowl crises.



. *

. jt% dmimng a problem is che Erst step in bringing about a real solution. Yet we hear only the noise ( 
complicity. OfEcial pronouncements of optimism, effoit and great intentions echo from the hail: 

"mimagement" tltrough die press, over die J u l I ;  blind:; and into the mists of empty skies. Seduced by 
the glory of high purpose Sr big doings' w c arc blind to the paucity of results. This dynamic of indivic 
ual good intentions resulting in collective fraud is the very thing our public oress and government 
should protect us from. But the silence is deafening. And tragic. Meanwhile, where are the ducks4- A 
you need to know is whatever w e've done, whatever we're doing, the bottom line keeps sinking

The clear and simple definition of a problem should be compelling. The trudi is there is intrinsically r 
"duck” problem. It is a people problem. Ducks arc fine. It is w hat people do to, w ith, about and arouj 
them that is the problem. We know all w e need to know about waterfowl to allow or cause them to 
thrive. There is no missing ingredient, no lingering mystery to be solved or secret to be found. We 
know, and have at our disposal, everything w c need to manage waterfowl and wetlands at ecological 
and recreationaliy successful levels. This is the m ost important tnirh in all of waterfowl management 
This reduces the entire equation to one concept, one word: Will. The Will to do what is necessary, to 
make the hard decisions, to bring about the difficult changes in our behavior, in our private organiza­
tions and in our government. Those w ho should provide this constructive energy are instead hell bent 
all the old directions, or worse. So where will this elusive will-power come from4 It falls to you and r 
—w e w ho support, care and consume.

"Hell bent in all the old directions, or worse.....//. It requires only a snapshot of the current response to to­
day's waterfowl problems to understand how  frighteningly true this is. Nobody wants to believe w e  
have erred thru 60 years and a billion dollars. Consequently, change comes hard because it is a reflect 
of the fact that our efforts have been both insufficient and too often misplaced. The shocking truth is 
that the discrepancy between what w e know about waterfowl and what we do about waterfow l adc 
up to a zero in management effectiveness.

Unquestionably the best example of this is the North American Waterfowl Management Plan, or 
NAWMP. This has been sold to the public as "the last best chance” for waterfowl. It is the panacea th 
sportswriters love to prescribe, the sugar-coated bitter pill that Ducks Unlimited (D.U.) and the Uniti 
States Fish & Wildlife Service (USF&WS) expcitly administer to a sporting world sick with hopeless­
ness. All you need to know about die NAWMP is this: If, in it's most idealized concept, it were 
perfectly executed it would not significantly improve the success of waterfowl management on this 
continent. Based upon the NAWMP stated goal of 100 million ducks in die fall flight the following cot 
parison speaks for itself:

D U C K S  U N L l M r r E D  /  U . S .  F I S H  &  W I L D L I F E  S E R V I C E  
C O M B I N E D  R E C O R D

TOTAL $ SPENT $1,040,000,000

TOTAL ACREAGE 10,000,000

RESULTS ACHIEVED 5% to 7% ,or
(FALL FLIGHT CREDITED) 3,600,000 birds, or

0.36 birds per acre

T H E  P L A N
( N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  W A T E R F O W L  M A N A G E M E N T  P L

TOTAL $ TO BE SPENT $1,500,000,C

TOTAL NEW ACREAGE 4,900,C

RESULTS ANTICIPATED 40,000,000 birds,
8.16 birds per at
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11  n other words: Based on recent fall flights of 60 million birds die 10 million “conservation" acres of 
11 USF&WS & D.U. produce roughly 6% of the fall flight -that's 3.6 million birds or .36 birds per acre, 
bThe stated goal of the NAWMP is 100 million birds in the fall flight, to be achieved by adding 4.9 mil- 
i lion acres. This represents 8.16 birds per acre, a production increase of 23 times! Reducing this illogic ti 

simpler narrative—  witii 10 million acres producing 3.6 million birds it som ehow follows that w e will 
procure an additional 4.9 million acres which will then pioduce 40 million birds! The devil is indeed in 
the details. The 3.6 million acres targeted by NAWMV for piaiiie Canada represent only 2.3 % of the 

: pothole country. But 80% of all duck production is associated with this particular geography. Go figure 
Meanwhile South Carolina, Texas and Kansas arc home to the largest NAWMP projects. This is not 
even critical habitat, let alone prime breeding habitat. This is the state of current management.

Responsibility for the NAWMP lies w ith the two respective Federal Government agencies. The Canadi­
an Wildlife Service in Canada and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the United States. But Ducks Un 
limited is the third leg of the stool. D.U. states their "Prairie Care” program is key to die success o f the 
NAWMP on the prairie pothole country of bodi nations. D.U. is closely associated with other NAWMP 
mis-activities such as those in the southern U.S. As the Plan continues to evolve it is mure a diversion 
than a solution to waterfowl problems. The NAWMP has no specific strategy to deal with predators, nc 
meaningful approach to critical agricultural relationships, no creative or realistic approach to hunting 
mortality. In Fact the NAWMP is no longer a waterfowl restoration plan. It is a wedands plan becoming 
more generic all the time. Bio-diversity &: non-game considerations, regional political pressures and con 
testing agendas have gravely undermined the original premise. In it there is now a little something for 
everybody. Auid not so much for ducks.

D.U. and the USF&WS are the premier forces perceived to be functioning on behalf of waterfowl. As 
such they are accountable bodi for what has been done in die past and for what needs to be accom ­
plished in the future. The latter is far more important but must be fundamentally influenced by ac­
knowledging the utter failure of the last six decades. To wit:

+ Historically D.U. and die USF&WS have spent 90% of their resources on public lands. But some 
90% of waterfowl are raised on small wedands located on private land, the majority ow ned by 
farmers. The fractional contribution (5% to 7%) to the fall flight as a result of these duck man­
agement dollars is dirccdy attributable to tliis fact, and proof of how badly diese organizations 
have failed. Herein is revealed the myth of license and duck stamp sales producing ducks. These 

v  ̂ revenues have produced a huge bureaucracy called management, but not ducks, in die mean­
time 80% of prime waterfowl breeding habitat has been impacted by agriculture. All you 
need to know about habitat is that the farmer owns the duck factory. If that isn’t reflected in 
management then there is no management.

♦ D.U. and die USF&WS have ignored, deflected or dissembler! on the predator issue. lens of mil­
lions of duck eggs arc eaten by predators each year. Red fox alone kill an estimated 800,000 mal­
lards each summer, mosdy hens. In some aieas of the prairie pedicle cuunity—die best duck 
production land in the world— more predators arc produced per square mile dian ducks. A 
F&WS report states, "...rate of nest loss due to predators can be seen to be too high to sustain duck poyula 
tions even when the habitat conditions are favorable". In most of die prairie region 15% or less of all 
nests produce a brood and only 25% of die ducklings that hatch survive to join the flocks. Aver- 

' aging ten eggs to the nest this translates to 2.6 ducks per 100 nest attempts! In Nordi Dakota in

6' , • •
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A
the 1980's the F&WS estimated nest success at only 5% to7% ! Another F&WS report has pro- 
claimed-^r/ze US F&WS invested millions of dollars for production habitat on the U.S. prairies yet return: 
are minimal because of the impact of predators". While cumulatively over S100 million is spent anm 

w ally on ducks there is no state, federal or private program either in place or impending regarding 
predators. Unbelievable!! Predator populations arc so entrenched that creating habitat for duck 
may be of greatest benefit to die predators. All you need to know is: if you can’t kill predr 
tors, you won't be able to hunt ducks. This by virtue of either rccrcntionally extinct flocks or di 
to the inescapable conclusion that an animal rights sentiment strong enough to successfully de­
fend predators will ultimately also end duck hunting.

♦ Hunting mortality is die yardstick by wliich we measure both our recreational and managemer 
success. The USFStWS is perhaps genetically obliged to fudge on hunting issues. D .U. has eithe: 
publicly or sotto voce subscribed to the self serving and irresponsible additive/compensatory th 
ory (hunting kills exist within the percentage of duck populations which would have died 
through natural causes anyway). When ducks are ycry abundant such politics and shortsighted 
attitudes can be afforded. But a fall flight under 100 million birds (57 million in 1990, the all time 
low  !) is not abundance. If, as we have so far demonstrated, you can't control the weather, agri­
culture, predators or natural mortality then hunting is the only available rheostat. The human 
predator has no magic aura that causes his depredations on flocks to be less impactful than a 
skunk. If lead shot by ingestion, as reflected by federal steel shot regulations, limits duck popula­
tions then it must ballistically as well.

0  From 1960 to 1990 the fall flight dropped from over 100 million to 57 mil­
lion birds. From 1960 to 1969 87 million birds were harvested by hunters.
But from 1980 to 1989 103 million birds were shot.

0  During the drought of 1962 the U.S. kill was 4.2 million birds. The drought 
of 1980 resulted in a kill of 13.6.million birds.

0  10% of the hunters kill 90%  of the ducks.

0  Since the mid 60's, mallard populations have fallen by one half and pintails 
by 75%.

0  Severe shooting restrictions (to the point of closure) on wooducks, geese 
and canvasback have been deemed justifiable and proven to be quickly and 
significantly successful.

Given these facts the significance of hunting irgulau. >ns looms large. To protect ducks, to preserve hunt 
ing and to continue to justify a "game" oriented conservation ethos hunting regulations must reflect 
their true relevance to waterfowl population dynamics.
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■*^ucks Unlimited is die premier watcifiAvl oi^.mi^auon in die world. As it holds unequaled potei 
should receive continued, indeed increased, support. But a sense of reality is prerequisite to at 

cbroplishmcnL Though painful and controversial, it must be seen that die emperor wears no clothes 
Over almost 60 years Ducks Unlimited has spent 640 million dollars in the wrong places ultimately j 
ducing a tiny fraction of continental duck populations. This organization continues to raise and unw. 
ly spend vast sums while duck populations crash as tragic evidence of D.U.'s past and continuing ma 
ministration. Refusing to confront predators, unwilling to support conservative hunting regulations, • 
able to work productively in agriculture, unwilling to work in partnership w ith other conservation o 
nizations and unwilling to communicate honestly to its membership the extent of w aterfow l proble: 

f  and the true nature of its ability to resolve them, D.U. nonetheless postures itself as the once and fu 
savior of waterfowl &r wedands. We must som ehow ensure that the past is here not prologue.

< At a time of unparalleled crises in waterfowl management D.U. is spending double digit millions on n 
if; headquarte rs .Thi s is entirely capricious and reflects an orientation towards the trappings of grand of fie
|A  . rather than the fundaments of conservation. Bricks, inoxur and pomp produce no ducks! D. V. is spen- 

ing additional millions on a new  interpretive center (opposed by virtually every conservation group in 
-Canada & the U.S.) which will not produce one beating waterfowl heart. D.U. has committed millions 
a new  research arm which is a duplicate effort of,the Delta Waterfowl Research Station, Northern Praii 
Research Center, Patuxent Research Center and coundess colleges and universities with extended biolt 

%'■ departments. Never mind that research results will have zero bearing on bird populations. Is it coindd- 
k ‘ ■ that D.U. is now  borrowing m oney for the first time in its history?- Can interest expense som ehow  be 
h- construed as helping ducks4 Only if banks buy wedands. Though incredibly painful to admit D.U. has 
iV timately done littie for ducks. All you need to know is: 5640,000,000 later w e have less than half 
k the ducks w e started w ith  and virtually none of their breeding grounds. It's a fact.
[: ■ I
v: Whose fault is all this anyway^ The Outdoor and Sporting Press deserve particular contempt and criti*
;• cism. And, along with program administrators, politicians, scientists and field people, it is yours and

mine. We have given our m oney w ithout oversight or opinion. We have bought licenses and duck star 
without real knowledge of how  the dollars were used or vision for the results. We Ve been foolishly tr 

\  ing, grossly complacent, oddly silent. The press has been compliant and cowardly; a revenue-vulncrab.
k estate trained to smooth the waters, defend the status quo and have a good time with the old boys as

they "research” their articles. We must remember,1 however, that in all of duckdom, diem arc us. We b< 
the burden and the shame. Given our professed love of ihe resource, our talk of erhics and veneration < 
traditions; given the values w c claim and the values we so proudly attribute to our sport, w c arc pa the t

Ids time for a change. Waterfowl managni irn: < 'in/- a Hailing, mindless m< Me; ter as a result of mistaki;
big for good. Instead of continually feeding 11\\r. b e a s t  we must: effect a revolution so that our actions bccom 
driven by what wc know, as opposed to what will sell. Our responses must be shaped by the simple needs 
the resource and be reflective of the stark realities and powerful needs of those who own the habitat.

1 :
The charade of private dollars solving duck problems must end. The future of waterfowl is on the farms 
North America. Within this agricultural universe are black holes of economic and cultural forces that are 
hopelessly beyond any one or a dozen private charities. As the component parts of civilization bear dov 
upon the viability of wild things even the USF&WS cannot be David to this Goliath. Wc must effect a rt 
elution of thought, intent and execution. If wisdom is simply calling things by their right name w e must 
become simply wise. We have not been so to date. We must become honest about our failures, selfless i 
structuring solutions and combine courage and energy in implementing them.

.s



g j  eyond the relatively few of us who like h- inv, < , .Id, wet, sleepless and dog-poor why is it so damne 
1^^important to manage waterfowl ai iet reaiiunallv viable !r.vcls<- Why, beyond saving wetlands that 
recharge groundwater, filter pollutant--., minimise salinity, deflect erosion and represent critical links in 
the ecological chain of life are these ducks and swamps so important^- Because they arc not only unique 
biologically, ecologically and aesthetically they arc unique associativcly. Waterfowl and wetland hus­
bandry has become, to a large extent, the popular standard by which conservation measures are judge* 
It is certain that conservation in part lives or dies w ith  the waterfowl resource. The linkage is undeni­
able, a domino effect inescapable.

The future of waterfowl management is the future o f conservation in this country. This special interest 
is foundation, bulwark and heartbeat of the continued existence of a game management ethos in Nortl 
America. Yet it is upon the fruitless tree of waterfow l management that the anti-hunting flock w ill fina. 
ly come to roost. The stakes here are incredibly high. Whether you hunt w ith gun, bow or camera; 
whether you fish or birdwatch; hunt elk, prairie dogs, ginseng or a spiritual connection to the elements 
from which w e spring, you have a stake in water fowl issuer,. Economies related to waterfowl range ail 
across the spectrum of American industry and cnccqmse. In that the fragility of wedands and waterfov 
is linked to our society there is a significant threat to a substantial portion of our very culture. The as­
cendancy of non-game management must be seen as the failure to maintain even a semblance of na­
tures' balance in mans' world.

All you need to know is:
We know, and have at our disposal, everything we need to manage waterfowl and wet­
lands at ecologically and recreationally successful levels. This is the most important truth in 

. all o f waterfowl management. This reduces the entire equation to one concept, one word:
Will

The Will to prevail, to have wetlands and waterfowl manifest an improvement in human relationship tc 
the land, must be of a strength previously unrealized. This can only come about as the result of a unifyir 
force. This force must flow from the understanding that success is indeed within our grasp, and not ove 
fifteen year time period as in die NAWMP. Goals that have eluded the waterfowl community for so lonj 
can be achieved in relatively brief measure. But only through a legislative strategy. Imagine land use on t 
prairies today if S i,000,000,000 had been dedicated to promoting a federal legislative agenda. An agend; 
that would preserve small wedands by clearing a ict.ucd benefit to private farm enterprise. An agenda ti 
would protect and propagate wildfowl arid (heir related ecology as a function of broad-based conserva­
tion. An agenda to balance predators (human ir>-•>) >i the hrncfit: of all forms of wildlife, including the 
predators diem sc Ives. Substantively i his Is * - : •  si. 11 is nut. a haul sell. It lias simply not been don

Given the terrific response waterfowl arc capable of imagine witnessing the miracle of die rebirth of the prai 
in very few years, given die right conditions. These conditions can be caused to happen by government as a 
fraction of its economic interaction witii the forces that limit waterfowl and tiicir environs. Remember; the 
fanner owns the duck factory and government, through subsidy and regulation, controls.the farmer. We can 
compete with a hungry world. We cannot compete with farm subsidy programs that over North America 
amount to fifty billion dollars annually! But w e can prevail with strong common sense, pen & paper and a n 
sion based upon the mutual benefitofan improved environment. All you need to know is: with the sd

of a pen legislation can accomplish what 60 years and 5l,040,000,000has not, cannot and will not. The pen 
mightier than the sword, and far.more powerful than all the unleveraged foolish dollars in die world.



^ jfh e  Will to persevere and prevail must come from every individual who cares or is in any w ay related 
/ /  1 to the resource. This Will must come, in part, from the threat of loss. Ducks Unlimited must be 

■/' forced to confront this reality through the noisy dissatisfaction of its constituency. The National Rifle 
Association must understand that the single greatest threat to firearms rights is the failure of game man­
agement. These two organizations must bring to bear their respective strengths to initiate a unified con­
servation community. Every game, fish, outdoor and conservation organization must join together and 
participate. Every club, society, related business and individual must help to cause this to happen. A pur­
poseful engine of conservation must be fueled by the mistakes of our past, fear for the future and certain 
knowledge that achievement is but a matter of will. There need be no sacrifice associated w ith this. No  
group or organization must surrender its autonomy. No jobs lost, no glory wrested away, no influence 
surrendered. It is but a shift in emphasis, a growth in ability, a willingness to pool constituent resources. 
That this has not occurred to date is equal in error to spending sixty years and one billion dollars where 
the ducks aren't. It is equal in foolishness and small thinking to the total lack of any predator program. It 
is as unjust as an ever loyal public being misled and endlessly taken for granted.

* We can no longer afford to provide support without absolute certainty that the recipients meet this sin­
gle criteria: to leverage our Will and to alchemize our support into something larger than individual or- 

^  ganizations goin# their own way(l call upon Ducks Unlimited, the National Rifle Association, The 
Wildlife LegislativfTTund,- ! he Isaak Walton League, I he Delta Waterfowl Foundation, Audubon, Na­
ture Conservancy, state Waterfowl Associations, Grouse, Elk and Turkey societies, muzzleloaders, 
bowhunters and fishermen- any who receive public support on behalf of wildlife and lands- to pool 
their resources and legislatively become larger than the sum of their individual parts.

The visions of Aldo Leopold and H. Albert Hochbaum must be the measure our own qualifications and 
expectations. Their visions and dreams must become our results.The wherewithal to secure a habitat 
base for all our wildlife, to have waterfowl virtually unlimited and to command the wise use of all our 
natural resources exists in the desires of millions of sportsmen and conservationists who have repeated- 

Jy_revealed the depth of their commitment through the generosity o f their support.(All you need to  
r know is: WfTcah no longer beisolated by organization, wildlife species or geography. We can no 
longer afford to not leverage our collective Will.

^todibalim  wrote of ducks "...it is their destiny to ride the w ind.” My fear cf a tragic destiny, that I 
might know the empty wind, causes me to write this letter. I have a terrible anger that what I perceive 
as truth has not been articulated earlier by one of the many more qualified than I. I rage over what has 
been done so foolishly and what has not been done at ail. I damn those who pcipctuate excuses, jeal­
ousies and defensive attitudes. Perhaps the unifying force necessary to bring about massive change lies 

“ mutual anger that I suspect many, if not all, ou td oors-p eop les)^ ^in a

It is now that we must contribute more than ever before. Time, money and effort. Join Ducks Unlimit­
ed, Delta Waterfowl Foundation, the NRA and any or all other conservation groups. Financial support is 
crucial but GIVE THEM YOUR ANGER as well! Make your opinions known wherever, whenever and 
however possible. Demand intelligent responses. Make certain you are no longer a passive participant. Ac*

| cept no longer the bureaucracy, the excuses, the empire building. Get in the trenches. Let us create and bring 
\ to bear a united force for conservation. In an unbelievably short time we can reap the winds of change.
^  Winds of bounty, full of the noise of wild things.

Cecil H. Bell, RO. Box 7, Crystal Bay, Minn.
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TITLE 76
Wildlife and Fisheries

I!

Part V. wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds

Chapter 3. Wild Birds 
307. Goose Creeping

It shall be unlawful to approach geese by creeping, crawling, 
or stalking for the purpose of taking geese or thereafter causing 
geese to be taken. "Take" means, in its different tenses, the 
attempt or act of hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, 
trapping, shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or 
devise.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:547 (August 
1988) .
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June 2, 1993

Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Comm.
P. 0. Box 98000
Bacon Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Chairman ;

The Calcasieu Rod & Gun Club supports the objectives of the 
11 Goose Creeping " law which was enacted a few years ago. We 
are in favor of regulations which protect and preserve all of 
our fish and wildlife resources.

Yours in Conservation,

Paul Yakupzack 
President
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 

amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo Bend and Caddo Lake 

Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 

fMicropterus spp. ) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 

length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 

possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 

twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6

(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 

1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 

1991), Amended LR 19: .

Bert H. Jones

Chairman



RULE

Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts

the following rule on black bass CMicropterus spp.) in Caddo Lake

located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake

Harvest regulations for black bass (Micropterus s p p . ) on Caddo

Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot

Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish 

may exceed 17 inches maximum total 

length.

Possession limit:: On Water - Same as daily take.

Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 

possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14

inches and 17 inches. both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6

(25)(a), 325 (C), 326,. 3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 19:

Bert H. Jones

Chairman
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HISTORY OF THE 
LOUISIANA SPRING INSHORE 
SHRIMP MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The following is a brief history of the development of the 
shrimp management program and the bases for using the 100 count per 
pound criteria.

In the 1930's and 1940's scientists debated how to manage the 
Louisiana shrimp fishery (Lindner 1936 and Gunter 1942). 
Information necessary to answer many of the questions about shrimp 
population dynamics was not available and therefore specific 
management recommendations could not be made.

In the 1960's with the support of the Louisiana shrimp 
industry, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries began a series 
of research projects designed to collect biological and associated 
hydrological information for the commercially and recreationally 
important species of shrimp in Louisiana. Information from these 
and subsequent research and monitoring projects in the 1970's, 
1980's and 1990's provides the information the Department currently 
uses to make management recommendations for Louisiana's shrimp 
resources.

Since the late 1960's the Department has used the 100 count 
(whole shrimp per pound) criteria as the basis of its 
recommendation on when to open the spring inshore shrimp season. 
This criteria was first published in a report by Drs. T.B. Ford and 
L.S. St.Amant titled "Management Guidelines for Predicting Brown 
Shrimp, Penaeus aztecus, Production in Louisiana" and reinforced by 
Gaidry and White's 1973 publication "Investigations of Commercially 
Important Penaei<4 Shrimp in Louisiana Estuaries". Gaidry and White 
(1973) reported/^"Prior to the enactment of the present program, 
unrestrained fishing effort during late April and early May of the / 
late 1950's in quest of the spring white shrimp found in the inland f 
waters destroyed the juvenile brown population in its infancyThe-J 
restraint later placed on this early trawling effort providea the 
necessary time for the newly recruited crop to grow to commercial
size....... Criteria used to determine the opening are based
primarily on projected growth rates. The ultimate goal is to have 
a majority of the standing brown shrimp crop of commercial size 
(100 whole shrimp to a pound)".

^JThe 100 count size was selected by Ford and St.Amant and 
Gaidry and White after consultations with the Louisiana shrimp 
industry and understanding that the Louisiana shrimp fleet was 
predominately a small boat fleet and that brown shrimp larger than 
100 count were beginning their emigration offshore. This meant 
that if a target size significantly larger than 100 count were 
selected many of the shrimp would have moved offshore and out of 
reach of the majority of the Louisiana fishermen. While the shrimp
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processing industry in Louisiana has changed somewhat and there is 
only one shrimp canner left in the state, the principle demand from 
the processing sector of the industry which has changed from a 
canned product to block frozen peeled shrimp, is still for a 
relatively small brown shrimp. A recent study (Baron-Mounce, 1991) 
found that in 1989 over 81% of the commercial shrimp boats in 
Louisiana were 30 ft. and less in length. This indicates that the 
Louisiana shrimp fishery is still predominately an inshore fishery.

The setting of the shrimp seasons in Louisiana both inshore 
and offshore waters has at times been a controversial issue. 
Attached are excerpts from the Louisiana revised statues dealing 
with the setting of the shrimp seasons. Two milestones are Act 452 
passed in 1962 that gave the Commission authority to set the shrimp 
seasons within a legislatively established framework and Acts 893 
and 983 passed in 1988 which deleted the statutory shrimp season 
dates and gave the Commission the authority to set shrimp seasons 
based on biological and technical data.

In an effort to aid the Commission in setting the season 
dates, the Department has provided technical data on shrimp 
population dynamics since the early 1960's. In addition to the 
biological information provided by the Department, the Commission 
has also considered sociological and economic information from the 
shrimp industry and other interested parties through its public 
hearing process. Based on the information obtained through the 
public hearing process the Commission has periodically set the 
shrimp season dates at times other than those specific dates 
recommended by the Department's biological data.

From 1984-1987 the Commission deviated from the Department's 
recommendation only once. In 1984 the Department had recommended 
the season open in Zone 2 on May 25 and in Zones 1 and 3 on June 4, 
the Commission at that time was bound by law to open the season no 
later than May 25 and therefore voted to open all Zones on May 25.

In 1988 the Commission reconsidered the opening date for the 
spring inshore season in Zone 1 and 3 at the request of the 
Department. The season had been scheduled to open statewide on May 
16, 1988. Additional data from the sampling program indicated an 
influx of new recruits in Zones 1 and 3 after the date had been 
set. Based on this information the Commission changed the opening 
date in those zones to May 25. From 1988 to present the Commission 
has authorized the Department Secretary to change their established 
opening date if information indicates such a change would be in the 
best interest of the state and the resource. At no time has the 
Commission set an opening date for the inshore shrimp season that 
differs by more than 7 days from that recommended by the 
Department.
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Shrimp Seasons - Legislative History

1910-Act 245.

1912-Act 168.

1914-Act 59.

1924-Act 140.

1926-Act 103 .

1932-Act 50.

1940-Act 10.

1942-Act 143 .

1946-Act 78.

1958-Act 53.

1962-Act 452.

Established a closed season from June 1-July 
14.

Set 2 closed shrimp seasons, Dec. 1 - Feb. 1 
and June 1 - July 1.

Set 2 closed shrimp seasons, Dec. 1 - Feb. 15 
and June 1 - July 15.

Specifies 2 closed seasons, Dec. 1 - March 1 
and June 15 - August 15.

Closed season, all waters, June 15-Aug. 15. 
Inside closed seasons Dec. 1-March 15 and June 
15-Aug. 15.

Established 2 closed seasons, March 1 - April 
15th and June 10th - August 10th.

Establishes 2 closed seasons, March 1 - April 
15 and June 10 - August 10.

Sets 2 closed seasons for inside waters, March 
16th - May 15th and June 26 - August 15.

Establishes a closed season.for inside waters 
of December 15 - March 15 and a closed season 
for inside and outside waters of June 10 - the 
second Monday in August of each year.

Established 2 closed seasons in inside waters, 
December 21 - April 30 and July 1 to the third 
Monday in August of each year.

Establishes a spring open season in inside 
waters, opening no earlier than May 1 and no 
later than May 15 at the discretion of the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and extend 
for a 60 day period. Establishes a fall open

4



season in inside waters from the 3rd Monday in 
August - December 21. No closed season in 
outside waters.

1966-Act 54. The spring season commences not earlier than 
May 1 nor later than May 25 at the discretion 
of the Commission and extends for a period of 
not less than 50 nor more than 60 consecutive 
days thereafter.

1969-Act 60. The Commission is to fix no less than 2 open
seasons for all inside waters. One of these 
seasons is to commence not later than May 25 
and remain open a minimum of 50 days or until 
technical data indicates a need for closure to 
protect the forthcoming white shrimp, and the 
other season is to begin on the third Monday 
in August and remain open until December 21. 
No open season is to begin on a Sunday.

1984-Act 300. The shrimping season in outside waters is
closed from January 15 - March 15, allowing 
for a 15-day leeway on the opening and closing 
as determined to be appropriate by the 
Commission. The Commission must give 72-hours 
notice prior to exercising this 15-day leeway.

1984-Act 692. Outside waters may be closed by the Commission
for a period not to exceed 60 days, during the 
period January 15 - March 15 on the west bank 
of the Mississippi River and from February 15 
- April 15 on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River, allowing for a 15 day leeway on the 
opening and closing as determined by the best 
biological data available to the Commission, 
with 72-hour notice prior to exercising this 
leeway.

1986-Act 570. Provides that the shrimping season in outside 
waters can be closed by the Commission from 
January 15 - April 15, for such period of time 
deemed appropriate by the Commission.

1987-Act 576. The Commission retains and can exercise the 
authority to open or close outside waters to 
shrimping between January 1 and May 1 each 
year as it deems appropriate upon inspection

5



1988-Act 893.

1988-Act 983.

1989-Act 510.

of technical and biological data. The shrimp 
season is to be closed on January 15 for such 
a period deemed appropriate by the Commission. 
Unless biological evidence indicates 
otherwise, the shrimping season in waters 
which extend due south of Zone III to the 3 
mile limit can be opened by the Commission on 
or between March 15 - April 1 and the 
shrimping season in waters which extend due 
south of Zone I and II to the 3 mile limit may 
be opened by the Commission on or between 
April 15 - May 1.

Deletes statutory shrimp season "dates". 
Empowers the Commission to retain and exercise 
the authority to close outside waters by zone 
each year as it deems appropriate upon 
inspection of technical and biological data. 
The Commission is given authority to fix no 
less than 2 open seasons each year for all 
inside waters by zone, based on biological and 
technical data. The Commission must give 72 
hour notice prior to opening or closing shrimp 
season.

Gives the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
the authority to open and close season in 
inside and outside waters based on biological 
and technical data.

Seasons for outside and inside waters are to 
be set by the Commission based upon technical 
and biological data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp, in sufficient quantities, 
are available for harvest. The Commission is 
required to conduct a public hearing prior to 
determining whether or not to open or close a 
regular or special season. The Commission is 
to give at least 3 days notice of such a 
hearing. At such a hearing, the Commission is 
to adopt written reasons for its decision 
which must specify the biological or technical 
data on which the decision is based and the 
market standard by which the data is 
evaluated. The Commission's decision is not 
effective prior to 72 hours after the decision 
is made. The closing of outside waters to 
shrimping is not to be construed as

6



prohibiting or otherwise affecting trawling 
for finfish or underutilized species.
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OPENING DATES OF BROWN SHRIMP SEASON

1963 May
1964 May

1965 May _

1966 May

1967 May

1968 May

1969 May

1970 May

1971 May

1972 May

1973 May

1974 May

1975 Zone 1 June
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1976 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1977 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1978 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

1979 Zone l May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 June

1980 Zone 1 June
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 June

1981 Zone 1 May
Zone 2 May
Zone 3 May

* Special season and/or season

15 July 15 62 days

15 July 15 62 days

15 July 15 62 days

15 July 15 62 days

15 July 15 62 days

20 July 15 57 days

25

18 July 16 60 days

17

15

25

13

2 Aug. 3 63 days
19 July 17 60 days
19 July 31 74 days

28 July 26* 60 days
10 July 9 61 days
28* July 26 60 days

30 July 18 50 days
16 July 4 50 days
30 July 18* 50 days

29* July 30 63 days
25* July 13 50 days
29* July 13* 46 days

28 July 18 52 days
14 July 3 51 days
14 July 30 47 days

2 July 3* 32 days
24 July 3 41 days
2 July 18* 47 days

18 July 19 63 days
18 July 8 52 days
18* July 8 52 days

extension
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1982 Zone 1 May 24 July 24* 62 days
Zone 2 May 17 July 12 57 days
Zone 3 May 24 July 24 62 days

1983 Zone 1 June 13 July 22* 40 days
Zone 2 May 23 July 8 47 days
Zone 3 June 13* July 22* 40 days

1984 Zone 1 May 25* July 28* 65 days
Zone 2 May 21 July 14 55 days
Zone 3 May 25* July 14* 51 days

1985 Zone 1 May 20 July 23* 65 days
Zone 2 May 20 July 8 50 days
Zone 3 May 25* July 15* 52 days

1986 Zone 1 May 19 July 25* 68 days
Zone 2 May 9 Jun 30/Jul 3 53/56 days
Zone 3 May 19 July 3 46 days

1987 Zone 1 May 25 July 14* 51 days
Zone 2 May 25 Jul 1/Jul 14 38/51 days
Zone 3 May 25* July 14* 51 days

1988 Zone 1 Wed. May 25 July 31 68 days
' Zone 2 Mon. May 16 July 8 54 days

Zone 3 Wed. May 25 Jul 11/Jul 17 48/54 days
1989 Zone 1 June 5* July 24 50 days

Zone 2 May 22 July 14 54 days
Zone 3 June 5 July 24 50 days

1990 Zone 1 Mon. May 21 July 11 52 days
Zone 2 Sat. May 12 June 28 48 days
Zone 3 Wed. May 23 July 11 50 days

1991 Zone 1 May 30 July 19* 51 days
Zone 2 May 16 July 3 49 days
Zone 3 May 30* July 13 45 days

1992 Zone 1 June 1 July 21* 51 days
Zone 2 May 18 July 3 47 days
Zone 3 June 1 July 11* 41 days

1993 Zone 1 June 7
Zone 2 May 31/Jun 7
Zone 3 June 7

/ Indicates different opening'dates within one zone 
* Special season and/or season extension
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GULF COAST STATES 
CRITERIA AND METHODS FOR OPENING 

INSHORE SHRIMP SEASONS

Comparisons of Louisiana inshore shrimp seasons and those of 
other states is difficult. None of the other states possess the 
vast inshore marsh systems which are typical of Louisiana. After 
discussing the processes used by the other gulf states to set 
inshore seasons , it became quite obvious that there was little 
shrimping activity in their inshore waters although inshore 
shrimping has increased significantly in recent years. For this 
reason there was more interest in controlling territorial seas 
rather than inshore waters in the other states.

FLORIDA

Currently shrimp seasons are set by Commission rule or 
statute. Florida has divided the state into five regions each of 
which have different dates and rules whichgovern the shrimp 
industry. The state is currently working on a zone plan which will 
make the rules and season dates more uniform and less complicated.

ALABAMA

The Alabama inshore shrimp season opening dates are set by the 
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. The 
Division of Marine Resources makes trawl samples in Mobile Bay and 
Mississippi Sound to catch juvenile brown shrimp. Based on the 
data collected the staff projects when the shrimp will average 68 
whole shrimp to the pound and presents this data to the 
department *s commissioner [Secretary). The Commissioner sets the 
opening dates based on this recommendation. Although Alabama does 
not have a Zone system, they usually have a staggered opening based 
on certain definable sections of Mobile Bay and the sound.

MISSISSIPPI

The Mississippi inshore shrimp season opening dates are set by 
the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Commission. State statute sets the season to open on the first 
Wednesday in June, however this date can be adjusted either way 
based on biological and technical data. The Gulf Coast Research 
Lab samples for post larval shrimp and notifies the Wildlife and 
Fisheries when significant numbers of post larvae move into the 
estuary. The Wildlife and Fisheries begins trawl sampling for 
juvenile shrimp 40 days after the arrival of post larvae. They 
recommend the opening date based on projections of when 50% of the 
shrimp will reach 68 count per pound (heads on) or larger.

10



TEXAS
The Texas inshore shrimp seasons are set by either statute or 

regulation. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department collects 
resource data and provides this data to the Parks and Wildlife 
Commission. The Commission uses this data in conjunction with 
input from a Shrimp Advisory Committee to recommend legislation or 
regulations which establishes non flexible season dates. Currently 
their inshore soring season is set by statute to run from May 15 
through July 15. ------- -
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ALTERNATE METHODS TO SET 
THE SPRING INSHORE SHRIMP SEASON

A. Zone Openings (system Used since 1975)

1. Fully flexible dates for each zone set by the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission (current system).

2. Flexible dates for each zone set by the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission within a framework set by statute,
i.e. opening no later than a certain predetermined date 
(system used prior to current system).

3. Fixed date for each zone set by statute.

B. Statewide Openings (System Used Prior To 1975)

1. Fully flexible dates set by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.

2. Flexible dates set by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission within a framework set by statute.

3. Fixed date set by statute.

C. Statewide Open Season Year-Round

12



ALTERNATE METHODS TO 
DETERMINE THE OPENING DATE

A. Based on a combination of biological and technical data and 
testimony from any source received at a public hearing (current 
system).

B. Based on biological and technical data.

1. Data collected from fishery independent sampling program

2. Data collected from fishery dependent sources (landings 
statistics, etc.).

C. Based on comments received at a public hearing.

1. Input from any source.

2. Input from commercial fishermen only.

3. Input from shrimp processing sector only (i.e. 
processors, brokers, wholesalers, etc.).

13
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-MAY 1993

REGION I

OTHER -  1

46-Boating

28-Angling W /O A License 

35-Fish W /O Resident Pole License 

7-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-DWI

1-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

1-Other Than W ildlife And Fisheries

1-Flight From An Officer 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 outboard motor, 9  undersize blade bass.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I:

46-Boating

70-Fishing

TOTAL CASES-120 ENFORCEMENT 119

4-Misc.



Page (2)

REGION 2

OTHER -  0

75-Boating

50-Angling W /O A License 

54-Fish W /O Resident Pole License

1- Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

2- Take Illegal Size Black Bass

4-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W /O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie.

3- Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season

2-Resisting Arrest

2-IIlegal Spotlighting From Public Road

2-Littering

2-Criminal Trespass On Crawfish Ponds 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 transport licenses, 7  frogs, 1 squirrel, 5 black bass, 7  crappie, 1 bream.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH  CATEGORY FOR REGION 2:

75-Boating

1-Hunting

115-Fishing

TOTAL CASES-197 ENFORrFMENT-197

6-Other



REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-223 ENFORCEMENT 213

OTHER - 1 0

98-Boating

93-Angling W /O A License

6- Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

1- Taking/Possess Over Lim it Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

4-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2- Blocking Passage O f Fish

1-Hunt Rabbits Closed Season

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season 

1-Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1-Take/Possess Spotted Fawn

3- Taking Or Possession Alligators Closed Season

1-Possession O f Live Alligators W /O Permit

7- Criminal Trespass On State Property

3-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

CONFISCATIONS:

2 black bass, 1 alligator, 1 rabbit, 1 spotted fawn, 1 deer, 243 lbs. catfish, 195 bream, 2 crappie, 1 white 

bass.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:

98-Boating

107-Fishing

8- Hunting

Page (3)

10-Other



REGION 4

Page (4)

TOTAL CASES-97 ENFORCEMENT-97

OTHER - 0

48-Boating

31-Angling W /O  A License 

14-Fish W /O Resident Pole License

3-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W /O Commercial License

1- Use Illegal Mesh Nets 

CONFISCATIONS:

100 yards o f  2  1/2 inch gill net.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:

48- Boating

49- Fishing 

REGION 5

TOTAL CASES-165 ENFORCEMENT 163

OTHER -  2

58-Boating

52-Angling W /O  A License

2- Use Gear W /O  Recreational Gear License

1- Angling W /O  Saltwater License

2- Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum

2-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

2-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W /O Commercial License

5-Take Commercial Fish W /O  Commercial Gear License 

2-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W /O  Vessel License

1-Transport W /O Required License



REGION 5  CONT’D-

1-Leave Nets Unattended

1-Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing Contents 

1-Use Crab Traps W /O Required Markings 

1-AIIow Another To Use Commercial License 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

1-Failure To Mark/Tag Nets ,

1-Theft O f Crab Traps

4-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Fail To Comply With Shark Permit and Report Rules

7-Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season

1-Possess Firearms W hile Frogging

1-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-W ay

3-Taking Or Possessing Alligators Closed Season

I- Resisting An Officer

I I -  Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-License Fraud

CONFISCATIONS:

9 black drum, 1 alligator, 1 cobia, 30 crab traps, 26 boxes o f  crabs released, 

$1,380.00.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5:

58-Boating

Page (5)

828 lbs. o f shrimp sold for

1-Hunting

106-Fishing



REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-241 ENFORCEMENT 239

Ot h e r - 2
148-Boating

73-Angling W /O  A License

13-Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

2-Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season 

1-Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1- Taking Or Possession O f Other Non-Game Birds-No Season

2- Illegal Possession O f Drugs Or Marijuana

1- Megal Spotlighting From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 frog gig and grab.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6:

148-Boating

2- Hunting 

88-Fishing

Page (6)
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REGION?

OTHER -  3

92-Boating

1-Allow Another To U se Recreational License 

120-Angling W /O A License 

23-Fish W /O Resident Pole License 

7-Angling W /O  Saltwater License 

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species

3-Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Gear License

1- Take Or Possess. Commercial Fish W /O  Vessel License

2- SeII And/Or Buy Fish W /O  Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License 

7-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Not Abiding By Rules Or Regs. On WMA

2- Other Than W ildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 alligator gar, 22 boxes o f  crabs, 19.9 Johnson outboard.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7:

92-Boating

165-Fishing

TOTAL CASES-260 ENFORCEMENT 257

3 -WMA



Page (8)

REGION 8

OTHER -16

29-Boating

45-Angling W /O A License

3- Use Gear W /O Recreational Gear License

9- Angling W /O Saltwater License

2-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally 

2-Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum

5-Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

1- Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum  

5-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish

2- Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

8-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species

14-Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Gear License

10- Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License 

1-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W /O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License 

1-Fail To Maintain Records

4- Leave Nets Unattended 

1-Take/Possess Undersize Cml. Finfish

1- Blocking Passage O f Fish

2- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

5- Use Crab Traps W /O Required Markings

6- Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing Contents 

2-Allow Another To Use Commercial License 

2-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial License

TOTAL CASES-240 ENFORCEMENT-224
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REGION 8 CONT’D.

2- Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

3- Take/Possess Oysters W /O  Oyster Harvester License 

1-Fail To Comply W ith Quota Closure Spotted Sea Trout

1-Fail To Mark Softshell Crab Container Or Improper Molting Stage

6-Failure To Mark/Tag Nets 

1-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum  

1-Take/Possess Black Drum W /O Permit 

1-Theft o f  Crab Trap 

19-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Fail To Comply W /Shark Permit & Report Rules

3-Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season

2- Poss. Red Drum Illegally 

2-Failure To Have W ritten Permission 

2-Take Oysters Illegal Hours

2- Fail To Cull Oysters In Proper Location

15-Trawling In Closes Season

3- Hunting Woodcocks Closed Season 

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Simple Assualt On An Officer

1-Public Intimidation

1-Criminal Damage O f State Property

1- Littering

4- Other Than W ildlife And Fisheries

2- Flight From An Officer 

1-Refuse/Misrepresent Booking Info.
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REGION 8 CONT’D.

CONFISCATIONS:

141 lbs. o f  black drum sold for $42.00, 1500 lbs. o f  shrimp sold for $2106.10, 139 assorted whole fish 

donated, 9 crab traps, 14 trawls, 1 oyster dredge, 1 gun, 8,100 feet o f  unattended gill net, 4  licenses, 3 

receipts.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8:

77-Fishing

98-Commercial Fishing 

15-TrawIing

6-Oyster 

29-Boating

3-Hunting

12-Misc.
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REGION 9

OTHER -  4

48-Boating

48-Angling W /O A License

6- Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

2- Use Gear W /O Recreational Gear License

7- Angling W /O Saltwater License

5- Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

4- Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum

3- Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum  

1-Take Or Possess O/L Black Drum

6- Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

9-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W /O Commercial License

6- Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Gear License 

9-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W /O  Vessel License

3-Transport W /O Required License

146-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

5- Leave Nets Unattended

7- Use Crab Traps W /O  Required Markings

1-Set Crab Traps In Nav. Channels Or Entrance To Streams

6- Fail To Mark Containers

1- Tending Crab Traps Illegal Hours

2- Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season 

1-Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

TOTAL CASES-379 ENFORCEMENT-375
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REGION 9 CONTT).

1- Use Illegal Length/Mesh Nets 

13-Trawling In Closed Season

2- Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board 

12-Butterflying In Closed Season

11-Use Skimmers In Closed Season 

1-Failure To Have Written Permission 

1-Harvest Oysters W /O  Oyster Harvester License 

1-DWI

1- Operate ATV Vehicle On Road

2- No Vessel Cover

1- Possession Marijuana 

5-WMA

CONFISCATIONS:

615 crates o f  crabs released, 40 red drum, 26 black drum, 1614 pounds o f  shrimp sold for $925.50, 71 crab 

traps, 450 feet o f  gill net, 1 hoop net, 8 skimmers, 14 butterfly nets, 1 frog gig, 7 trawls, 1 seine, 2  motors 

1 drivers license, 1 commercial gear license, 10 frogs.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH  CATEGORY FOR REGION 9:

48-Boating

281-Fishing

38-Trawling

2- Oysters 

5-Misc.

5-WMA
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE  

TOTAL CASES-S3

11-Butterfly In Closed Season 

9-Fail To Comply With P .F .D . Requirements

7-Trawl In Closed Season

4-Skimming In Closed Season 

2-Fail To Tag Nets 

2-No Vessel License

2-Fail To Comply With Sanitation Code (Tarp) 

2-Undersize Red Drum  

1-Intoxicated W hile In Operation 

1-Undersize Gag Grouper 

1-Undersize Red Snapper 

1-No Commercial Gear License 

1-No Commercial Fisherman's License 

1-No Written Permission 

1-No Oyster Harvester License 

1-Leave Nets Unattended 

1-Unlawful Removal O f Crab Traps Contents 

1-Theft o f  Crab Traps 

CONFISCATIONS:

17 trawls, 9  sacks o f oysters, 700 pounds o f  shrimp, 2  redfish, 4  red snapper, 3  gag grouper.



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-203

44-Boating

47-Angling W /O A License

5- Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

6- Angling W /O  Saltwater License

1- Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum

4-Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

2- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W /O Commercial License

3- Take Commercial Fish W /O  Commercial Gear License 

2-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License 

2-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W /O W holesale/Retail Dealer’s License 

2-Leave Nets Unattended

2-Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

6- Fail To Mark Crab Containers 

1-Failure To Mark/Tag Nets 

1-Theft O f Crab Trap

27-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs 

1-Take/Possess Frogs Closed Season 

16-Trawling In Closed Season

4- Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

7- Butterflying In Closed Season 

13-Use Skimmers In Closed Season 

1-Use Illegal Butterfly Nets Extension

1-Possession O f Live Alligators W /O  Permit

Page (14)



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE CONT’D.

Page (15)

1-Resisting An Officer

1- Illegal Possession O f Drugs Or Marijuana

2- Megal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-Other Than W ildlife And Fisheries

CONFISCATIONS:

12 boats, 3  outboard motors, 5,150 feet o f  gill net, 18 skimmer nets, 4  butterfly nets, 16 trawls, 7 crab traps, 

2 frog gigs, 17 speckled trout (donated), 321 berry crabs released, 1,100 lbs. o f crabs released, 2,035 lbs. 

shrimp sold for $1,657.90, 700 lbs. o f  shrimp released, 2  alligators, 3 /4  ounces o f marijuana.
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S.W .E .P .

167 HOURS RUNNING TIM E  

83 BOATS CHECKED

TOTAL CASES-44

2-Angling W /O A License

1- Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout

2- Take Crab/Berry Stage 

1-No Commercial License

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear 

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License 

1-No Shark Permit

7-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

5-Butterflying In Closed Season 

22-Trawl In Closed Season 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 double riggers, 12 trawls, 12 butterfly nets, 17 spotted sea trout, 1,878 lbs. o f  shrimp sold for $3,131.00.
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TOTAL CASES ENFORCEMENT- 1627

TOTAL CASES OTHER DIV. - 38

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE - 203

TOTAI, CASES OSFORCE - S3

TOTAL CASES S.W.E.P. - 44

GRAND TOTAL 1965
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o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

pH O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O t H O O

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

njoooooocsifOoinonjoooooor'OooocNiHino

'3, HH< NHH<Ni - I CN»- HCOnj Or - l i - l ( T) c Hi - l i - l i nH<N< SJf r>C>JiHl£>r-l

r ~ HH ( MH H ( N m m ^ l < 3 1 C N C X J H i - i r O H H H ( N r - < < N < Mr r) ' T m C s l H
CM r-< -H r-l

w m g
2 5 adW Hq O mu < < OS M ^  S-HO-qtOHihqOHO ,►q [d m M < OS V) Id OS►q fqwoM-s.oSmw
M ^ q ( d O O k ] < g [ d  Cl) Hi H N  OS OS ̂  D cd OS O

hI M !E o Q o

, ̂  an E-* z z OS S Hi W D owe/)
rfi < O U fed 
CdQOQ WE-t>L> 
t i ZCdt dOOSOOO 1

o 0. z w
CO

CO H A

<>qCuDDz:QQCO
hI i-q kd o  co oHI O Oi EC h Uy [doi „ z z hdooa< S D >d Cd i» DCd'̂ .<EdHE-fCO

m Cd S  O  H  CQ O  W  S  Eh O  H
Ol to <  Z  CO \

a Z  Cd Cd S  Z  EH Eh Eh CO COD  H o to 2  y  En f£ Z  Z  Z  CO tOcn | EC h < 3 o o 2 d d d o oo  Z y W H E h Z Z E h Z Z Z 0 4 0 4m  d 21 h> o o o o o o o o o o o o
k  1 sZ  CM tncor'Hiococ'HicMvm
Cd rr

m o o o o o o t Mt Mc o c o m

EC
to u
H  H by id
Cd to

hg
EE
H [d

was
S hS
Cd OS Cd H Cd > COSMrdHHtCH 

M OS rd S H EH OS to U H Q ►d o Q
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
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NOTES:

1993 BIRTHSTONE: SAPPHIRE SEPTEMBER FLOWER: ASTER 1993
You will never get experience on the easy-payment plan.
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6/03/93
1993 REGULAR SESSION 

HOUSE BILLS

HB 57 Gunn
(DEAD)

(C) Allows the hunting of raccoons 
and opossums with .22 caliber 
handguns. (N.R.)

HB 74 Patti
(DEAD)

(C) Authorizes purchase of recreational 
fishing and hunting licenses and 
certain stamps with credit card by 
phone. (N.R.)

HB 75* Theriot,
(ACT # 80)

S. (C) Enacts penalties for violations of 
firearm and hunter education and 
certification requirements. (N.R.)

HB 76* Theriot,
(ACT # 62)

S. (C) Makes technical changes in certain 
penalty provisions relative to 
methods of taking freshwater or 
saltwater fish. (N.R.)

HB 77* Theriot,
(ACT # 81)

S. (c) Removes the open water and open 
season restriction on recreational 
possession limits on shrimp taken by 
castnets. (N.R.)

HB 78* Theriot,
(ACT # 82)

S. (C) Changes the term ''game quadrupeds" to 
"wild quadrupeds" in certain 
provisions. (N.R.)

HB 79* Theriot,
(ACT # 83)

s . (c) Enacts penalties for violations of 
provisions relative to taking of 
clams. (N.R.)

HB 80* Theriot,
(DEAD)

s . (C) Prohibits the intrastate trans­
portation of fish for restocking, 
except in accordance with rules 
and regulations. (N.R.)

HB 81* Theriot,
(ACT # 63)

s . (c) Allows for closure or restriction of 
a fishing season by secretary of DWF 
by publication of intent in the 
official parish journal one time 
instead of three times. (N.R.)

HB 82* Theriot,
(ENROLLED 5/24/93)

s . (c) Provides that the taking or 
possessing of a spotted fawn 
constitutes a class 5-A violation. 
(N.R.)

HB 83* Theriot,
(DEAD)

s . (C) Repeals the provisions dealing with 
mesh sizes for nets used to harvest 
crawfish. (N.R.)

HB 84* Theriot,
(ACT # 64)

s . (C) Changes penalty for violation of 
"hunter orange" provisions. (N.R.)

HB 85* Theriot,
(ENROLLED 5/24/93)

s . (C) Enacts provisions relative to the 
fraudulent acquisition of hunting and 
fishing licenses. (N.R.)

HB 99 Downer
(DEAD)

(C) Deletes the minimum size limits on 
spotted sea trout. (N.R.)

HB 145 Farrar
(DEFERRED)

(C) Prohibits separate duck and coot 
hunting zone and season on Catahoula 
Lake. (N.R.)



HB 147* 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

S. (c) Allows the use of global positioning 
satellite (GPS) navigational 
instrument reading to determine if 
shrimping is in inside or outside 
waters. (N.R.)

HB 156 
(DEAD)

Dewitt (c) Constitutional amendment that pro­
vides for the removal of members of 
the Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
for specific causes. (N.R.)

HB 157 
(ENROLLED

Farrar
5/24/93)

(C) Repeals prohibition against the use 
of mud boats on Catahoula Lake. 
(N.R.)

HB 163 
(DEFERRED)

Gunn
i

(C) Provides for uniform deer seasons 
in Kisatchie National Forest lands. 
(N.R.)

HB 171 Theunissen
(Returned to Calendar 

6/01/93)

(C) Exempts White Lake and Grand Lake 
from restrictions on use of trot­
lines. (N.R.)

HB 200 
(ENROLLED

Dewitt
5/24/93)

(C) Repeals Louisiana Noncoal Surface 
Mining Law. (Commerce)

HB 249 
(FAILED)

Bergeron (C) Deletes the minimum size limits on 
spotted sea. trout. (N.R.)

HB 300 
(ENROLLED

Odinet
5/20/93)

(C) Requires landing of oysters taken 
from natural reefs of the state. 
(N.R.)

HB 308 Roach
(Returned to calendar 
6/01; S-Orders 5/29)

(C) Provides for limitations on claims, 
fees and penalties under the 
Fishermen’s Gear Compensation Fund. 
(N.R.)

HB 320 
(FAILED)

Theriot, M. (C) Provides for recreational saltwater 
fishing licenses. (N.R.)

HB 322* 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

S. (C) Requires nonresidents to have license 
in their immediate possession when 
recreational fishing and provides for 
penalties. (N.R.)

HB 371 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Provides immunity from liability 
associated with certain coastal 
restoration programs. (Civil Law)

HB 375* 
(DEAD)

Theriot, S. (C) Provides penalties by the Dept, of 
Wildlife and Fisheries for
unauthorized dredging of fill sand 
and fill material from water bottoms. 
(N.R.)

HB 403 
(ACT # 69)

Odinet (C) Provides for mounting of skimmer and 
butterfly nets. (N.R.)

HB 410* 
(DEAD)

Theriot, S. (C) Requires deposit of a portion of 
civil restitution for wildlife 
violations to be remitted to the 
criminal court fund of the district 
court. (Criminal Justice)

HB 411* 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

s . (C) Provides for criminal penalties for 
dredging and permit violations?
provides that mandamus proceedings to 
compel the issuance of dredging 
permits shall be brought against DWF. 
(N.R.)



HB 412* 
(ACT # 72)

Theriot, S. (c) Specifies that "saltwater angling" 
licenses is included in the universal 
hunting and fishing license. (N.R.)

HB 449* 
(ACT # 73)

Theriot, S. (c) Provides for separate licenses for 
hunting wild birds and wild 
quadrupeds for residents and 
nonresidents. (N.R.)

HB 450* 
(DEAD)

Theriot, S . (c) Allows for the use of trawls for the 
taking of commercial fish in 
saltwater. (N.R.)

HB 490 
(STUDY)

Hudson (c) Requires at least 25% of the total 
funding appropriated to DWF be 
allocated to enforcement. (N.R.)

HB 491 
(STUDY)

Hudson (c) Limits the number of biologist 
positions within the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. (N.R.)

HB 492 
(STUDY)

Hudson (C) Limits the number of specialist 
positions within the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. (N.R.)

HB 594 
(ACT # 93)

Salter (C) Prohibits damaging or removing state 
buoys placed in state waters. 
(Commerce)

HB 603 
(ENROLLED

Riddle
5/24/93)

(C) Authorizes federal agents to enforce 
state wildlife & fisheries laws. 
(N.R.)

HB 604 
(DEAD)

Dewitt

\

(C) Deletes civil penalties for class one 
violation and provides for criminal 
penalties regarding wildlife. (N.R.)

HB 619 
(FAILED)

Odiriet (C) Authorizes the limited commercial 
taking of red drum as a by-catch. 
(N.R.)

HB 633 
(DEAD)

Copelin (C) Authorizes the seizing law 
enforcement agency to recovery 
expenses for preserving, maintaining, 
repairing, or enhancing the value of 
the property seized.
(Criminal Justice)

HB 644 Alexander, A.
(Passed Senate 5/31; 
H-Orders 6/01)

(C) Requires state health officer to 
cause seafood inspection to include 
testing of water source and 
environment in cases of contamination 
or spoilage. (Health & Welfare)

HB 655 
(ENROLLED

Hammett
6/01)

(C) Authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set, by rule, the fees 
for nonresident recreational hunting 
and fishing licenses. (N.R.)

HB 659 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Prohibits commercial harvest of 
saltwater fish and shellfish in 
certain man-made coastal water 
impoundments without permit. (N.R.)

HB 681 
(ENROLLED

Landrieu
5/24/93)

(c) Increases nonresident hunting and 
recreational fishing license fees by 
$10.50. (N.R.)



HB 708 
(FAILED)

John (c). Requires minors ages 10 through 
15 years to complete firearm and 
hunter education course. (N.R.)

HB 785 
(ENROLLED

Durand
5/28)

(c) Provides for size limits an deletes 
season for taking bowfin in the 
Atchafalaya Basin. (N.R.)

HB 789 
(ENROLLED

Ellington
5/24/93)

(c) Requires freshwater mussels 
harvesting permit fees to be less 
than $1000 for nonresidents. (N.R.)

HB 819 
(ENROLLED

Gunn
5/27)

(C) Scenic Rivers: Provides for a 
temporary period for clearing debris 
on a portion of Big Creek in Grant 
Parish. (N.R.)

HB 898 
(DEAD)

Salter (C) Exempts active retired military 
personnel from hunter safety 
education requirements. (N.R.)

HB 913 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (c) Decreases the alligator tag fee. 
(N.R.)

HB 914 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Decreases the alligator tag fee. 

(N.R.)

HB 968 
(ENROLLED

Roach
5/27)

(C) Provides for posting of notices and 
rates for Wild Louisiana Stamps. 
(N.R.)

HB 988 Siracusa
(ACT # 109)

(C) Repeals the designation of Bayou 
Penchant as a natural and scenic 
river. (N.R.)

HB 993 
(DEAD)

Salter (C) Requires at least 50% of the hunting 
license fees collected by the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
be dedicated to enforcement 
activities. (N.R.)

HB 1024 
(ENROLLED

Roach
5/24/93)

(c) Provides for mesh size for trawls and 
nets in inside waters during the fall 
inshore shrimp season. (N.R.)

HB 1025 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Provides for 100 count on saltwater 
white shrimp except during the spring 
open season. (N.R.)

HB 1026 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Provides for method of counting 
saltwater white shrimp; defines 
"cargo lot"; provides for 100 count 
on saltwater white shrimp except 
during the spring open season. (N.R.)

HB 1027 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Provides for a commercial shrimping 
crew license. (N.R.)

HB 1038 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Creates the Louisiana Alligator 
Advisory Committee in the Dept, of 
Agriculture and reduces the alligator 
tag fee. (N.R.)

HB 1077 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Provides for penalties for failure to 
pay assessments under the Fishermen's 
Gear Compensation Fund. (N.R.)



HB 1090 
(DEAD)

Anding (c) Prohibits the placing of elevated 
deer stands within 125 yards from 
fenced or posted property. (N.R.)

HB 1118 
(DEAD) '

Theriot, Sam (c) Limits jurisdiction of DWF over man­
made oyster reefs. (N.R.)

HB 1120 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Provides for venue in bringing 
actions involving coastal restoration 
projects and coastal zone management 
matters. (N.R.)

HB 1123* 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Exempts records concerning the sale 
of alligators and alligator eggs, 
hides, or parts from the Public 
Records Law. (H.& G.A.)

HB 1127* 
(Returned

Theriot, 
to cal.

Sam
5/23)

(C) Increases oyster harvester and 
commercial gear licenses for oyster 
dredges and tongs. (N.R.)

HB 1128 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Increases fees for commercial
fisherman's oyster harvester, vessel, 
commercial gear, wholesale/retail 
dealer's, and transport licenses. 
(N.R.)

HB 1129 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Increases commercial fishing industry 
license fees and increases dedication 
to the Seafood Promotion and 
Marketing Account. (N.R.)

HB 1130 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Changes one at-large members to one 
member chosen from nominees from the 
Audubon Society and the Nature 
Conservancy relative to the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission. (N.R.)

HB 1133 Odinet
(ACT # 115)

(C) Allows the La. Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to extend the season for 
taking oysters from natural oyster 
reefs. (N.R.)

HB 1164* 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

Sam (C) Provides for the Artificial Reef 
Development Program. (N.R.)

HB 1169* Theriot, 
(ACT # 121)

Sam (C) Changes heading of Subpart regarding 
shrimp. (N.R.)

HB 1170 
(DEAD)

Theriot, Sam (C) Provides for jurisdiction of DNR over 
man-made oyster and/or shell reefs. 
(N.R.)

HB 1176 
(ENROLLED

Siracusa
6/01)

(C) Restricts the use of butterfly and 
bottom nets for shrimping in Oyster 
Bayou and Grand Pass to vessels which 
are motor propelled and underway. 
(N.R.)

HB 1180 
(Returned

Durand 
to cal. 6/01)

(C) Provides for hunting and fishing 
guides to be agents to sell licenses; 
relative to the Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries. (N.R.)

HB 1215 
(DEAD)

Dewitt (c) Sets the minimum days for hunting 
deer with the aid of dogs in parishes
having a population between 130,000 
and 135,000. (N.R.)



HB 1262 
(DEAD)

Ackal (c) Creates the office of enforcement 
within the Department of wildlife & 
Fisheries and provides for the 
purposes and functions of the office. 
(N.R.)

HB 1281 
(DEAD)

Patti (c) Increases the penalty for violation 
of the provisions on oyster tags, 
containers, and distribution. (N.R.)

HB 1282 
(ENROLLED

Patti
5/21/93)

(C) Requires oyster tags to contain 
information required by the National 
Shellfish Sanitation Plan Manual of 
Operations. (N.R.)

HB 1283 
(DEAD)

Patti (C) Allows oysters to be identified by 
harvester/dealer tags and requires 
the tags to contain information 
required by the National Shellfish 
Sanitation Plan Manual of Operations. 
(N.R.)

HB 1284 
(DEAD)

Patti (C) Allows the purchase and issuance of 
preprinted oyster tags and requires 
all tags to contain the information 
required by the National Shellfish 
Sanitation Plan Manual of Operations. 
(N.R.)

HB 1287 
(ENROLLED

Riddle
5/27)

(C) Provides that the white perch is the 
Louisiana state fish. (Civil Law)

HB 1288 
(DEAD)

Riddle (c) Authorizes local governments to limit 
horsepower of pleasure boat motors. 
(N.R.)

HB 1303 
(DEAD)

Roach (C) Increases commercial license and gear 
fees by 5.5% and dedicates increases 
to the administration of the 
Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card. 
(N.R.)

HB 1305 
(ENROLLED

Roach
5/24/93)

(C) Requires the Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to set seasons and the 
places for setting crab traps in 
Sabine Lake. (N.R.)

HB 1382 
(DEAD)

Adley (C) Dedicates 50% of bow hunting license 
fees to enforcement. (N.R.)

HB 1399 
(DEAD)

Hebert (C) Increases the penalties for cruelty 
to animals. (Adm. of Criminal 
Justice)

HB 1443 
(ENROLLED

Theriot, M. 
5/24/93)

(C) Exempts single amputees for fee for 
fishing license. (N.R.)

HB 1453 
(DEAD)

John (C) Provides for funding of an allocation 
of revenues top the office of 
enforcement for the Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries. (N.R.)

HB 1454 
(DEAD)

John (C) Creates the office of enforcement 
within the Dept. of Wildlife & 
Fisheries and provides for the 
purposes and functions of the office. 
(N.R.)

HB 1464 
(ENROLLED

Hopkins
6/01)

(C) Limits number of yo-yos in Caddo Lake 
and prohibits leaving yo-yos 
unattended during the day. (N.R.)



HB 1490 
(DEAD)

Krieger (c) Provides for the finding of an 
disposition of cruelly treated 
animals. (Agriculture)

HB 1609' 
(DEAD)

Dewitt (c) Provides for conservation of
threatened and endangered species. 
(N.R.)

HB 1637 
(ENROLLED

Roach
5/24/93)

(c) Provides for collection of alligator 
shipping label and tag fees and 
dedication of revenues. (N.R.)

HB 1701 
(DEAD)

Patti (C) Allows the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries to adjust oyster harvesting 
limits for recreational fishermen on 
public grounds based upon 
recommendations of the Oyster Task 
Force. (N.R.)

HB 1725 Odinet
(ACT # 143)

(c) Requires procedures for advisory 
committees relative to the Department 
of Wildlife & Fisheries. (N.R.)

HB 1749* 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/21/93)

Sam (C) Provides for penalties for violations 
of provisions relative to wildlife 
management areas, wildlife refuges, 
public hunting grounds, and 
recreational areas and various 
provisions relative to hunting wild 
birds and wild quadrupeds. (N.R.)

HB 1750 
(DEAD)

Patti (C) Provides for a hearing examiner for 
the Fishermen's Gear Compensation 
Fund. (N.R.)

HB 1764 
(DEAD)

Ackal (C) Repeals dedicated funds and allocates 
revenues to the "Wildlife and 
Fisheries Enforcement Account" in the 
state treasury. (Appropriations)

HB 1834 
(DEAD)

Bergeron (C) Removes provisions regarding trawl 
doors on shrimping trawls. (N.R.)

HB 1883 
(DEAD)

Dewitt (C) Prohibits the siting of solid or 
hazardous waste facilities and 
landfills in watershed or national 
wildlife refuges. (N.R.)

HB 1897 
(STUDY)

Russo (C) Places commissioned wildlife officers 
and agents under the supervision of 
the enforcement division of DWF and 
removes certain law enforcement 
authority. (N.R.)

HB 1974 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

Sam (c) Authorizes the creation of a system 
of administrative fines for 
violations of coastal zone 
restrictions. (N.R.)

HB 1984 Patti (C) Repeals Act 638 of 1992 regarding
(Returned to Cal. i5/24) oyster harvester licenses. (N.R.)

HB 1986 
(ENROLLED

Theriot,
5/24/93)

S. (C) Increases size of Louisiana Marine 
Recreational Board and deletes 
reference to "marine" from 
provisions. (N.R.)

HB 1988 
(DEAD)

Odinet (C) Increases the fees charged for 
various commercial fisherman's 
licenses. (N.R.)



HB 1989 
(DEAD)

Odinet (c) Provides for a surcharge on certain 
fees paid into the Seafood Promotion 
and Marketing Fund. (Appropriations)

HB 2006' 
(ENROLLED

Long
5/27/93)

(C) Designates the secretary of the DWF 
as final authority to open dams on 
Black Lake, Clear Lake, and Saline 
Lake in Natchitoches Parish.
(THPW)

HB 2065 
(Returned

Odinet
to cal. 5/24)

(C) Provides for a surcharge on water 
usage fees fixed by waterworks 
districts or police juries for the 
purpose of improving oyster water 
quality.

HB 2066 Odinet
(FINAL PASSAGE 6/02)

(C) Provides for a surcharge on water 
discharge permits issued by DEQ for 
the purpose of improving oyster water 
quality.

HB 2069 
(HCR 158)

Travis (C) Directs the Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to adopt a season for 
hunting wild hogs in East Feliciana 
Parish. (N.R.)

HB 2094 
(HCR 155)

Deano (C) Designates Bayou Chinchuba as a (HCR 
natural and scenic river.

HCR 24 
(ENROLLED 
(HB 2006)

Long
4/06/93)

(C) Authorizes late introduction of a 
bill designating the secretary of the 
Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries as the 
final authority to open dams on Black 
Lake, Clear Lake and Saline Lake in 
Natchitoches Parish.

HCR 95 
(ENROLLED

Odinet
5/18/93)

(C) Urges and request the secretary of 
the Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries 
to allow bimonthly meetings of the 
Marine Finfish Panel. (N.R.)

HCR 105 
(ENROLLED

Roach
5/25)

(C) Requests the Dept, of Wildlife & 
Fisheries and the Dept, of Labor to 
develop and facilitate the 
implementation of a job training 
program for displaced oyster 
fishermen. (N.R.)

HCR 111 
(ENROLLED

Adley
5/21/93)

(C) Urges the Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to open a 30 day hunting 
season in the Loggy Bayou Wildlife 
Management Area no earlier than 
December 1 each year. (N.R.)

HCR 113 
(Ret. to C 
S-Orders

Adley 
sal. 5/21; 
6/02)

(C) Urges Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries 
to permit the use of triploid grass 
carp in Champion Lake in Bossier 
Parish for aquatic plant control. 
(N.R.)

HCR 140 
(ENROLLED

Anding
5/21/93)

(C) Directs the DWF to study the 
feasibility of acquiring lower 
Chenier Lake for a state park.
(N.R.)

HCR 155 
(ENROLLED 
(HB 2094)

Deano
4/23/93)

(C) Authorizes late introduction of a 
bill that designates Bayou Chinchuba 
as a natural and scenic river.



HCR 158 Travis 
(ENROLLED 4/23/93) 
(HB 2069)

HCR 252 Patti 
(ENROLLED 5/14/93)

HCR 296 John 
(ENROLLED 5/28)

HCR 315 Deano
(PASSED)

HR 1 Odinet
ENROLLED 4/20/93

HR 15 Theriot
ENROLLED 4/19/93

HR 17 Theriot
ENROLLED 5/16/93

HR 42 Roach
(PASSED)

HSR 24 Patti
(ENROLLED)

HSR 25 Roach 
(ENROLLED)

HSR 26 Russo 
(ENROLLED)

HSR 27 Thefiot, Sam 
(ENROLLED)

HSR 29 Hudson 
(ENROLLED)

(c) Authorizes late introduction of a 
bill that directs the DWF Commission 
to adopt a season for hunting 
wild hogs in East Feliciana Parish.

(c) Directs the La. Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to open the spring inshore 
shrimp season in zone 2 on May 24, 
1993 .

(C) Authorizes and requests a joint study 
of the financial structure and 
funding of the Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries.

Nominates Cypress Bayou, Big Branch, 
and Bayou Rouville in St. Tammany 
Parish to be scenic rivers.

(c) Directs DWF to study feasibility of 
allowing oyster fishermen to purchase 
preprinted oyster tags. (N.R.)

(c) Approves the Louisiana Coastal
Wetlands Conservation and Restoration 
Plan for 1993-94.

(c) Approves the Louisiana Wetlands 
Conservation and Restoration Plan for 
FY 1993-94.

Creates the Cameron Parish Shrimp 
Task Force.

Provides for a committee to study the 
purchase of recreational hunting and 
fishing licienses with credit cards.

Provides for a committee to study all 
aspects of prohibiting commercial 
harvest of saltwater fish and 
shellfish in certain man-made coastal 
water impoundments without a permit.

Provides for a committee to study the 
supervision of commissioned wildlife 
officers and agents.

Provides for a committee to study the 
feasibility of increasing certain 
commercial fishing license and 
related license fees in order to fund 
the Seafood Promotion and Marketing 
Board.

Provides for a committee to study the 
feasibility of limiting the number of 
biologist and specialist positions 
within the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries.

* Denotes Department Bills



1993 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION

SENATE BILLS

SB 57' Hinton 
(DEAD)

SB 63 McPherson 
(ENROLLED 5/27)

SB 109 Greene 
(WITHDRAWN)

(c) Requires liability insurance coverage 
on motor boats, sailboats, 
watercraft, or vessels fourteen feet 
or more in length. (Insurance)

(c) Authorizes the Department of 
Transportation and Development to 
transfer certain lands in Rapides 
Parish to the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries. (Natural Resources)

(c) Constitutional amendment to authorize 
the legislature, by two thirds vote, 
to appropriate, for any purpose, 
monies contained in certain dedicated 
funds. (Finance)

SB 212 Hinton 
(FINAL PASSAGE 6/01)

(DEAD)

(c) Requires applicants for a coastal use 
permit or other Coastal Management 
Division authorization to own at
least fifty-one 
subject property.

percent
(N.R.)

of the

SB 252 Brinkhaus (c) Establishes fees for 2D and 3D
seismic operations paid to the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission. (N.R.)

SB 359 Barro 
(FINAL PASSAGE 5/29)

(c) Allows the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries to issue fishing licenses 
to recognized rehabilitation 
programs. (N.R.)

SB 384 Landry 
(DEAD)

SB 385 Landry 
(DEAD)

(c) Reduces the minimum legal size limit 
of channel catfish in Lac Des 
Allemands, Lake Cataouatche, the 
tributaries which lead from Lake 
Cataouatche of Lake Salvador, Bayou 
Des Allemands, and Lake Salvador. 
(N.R.)

(c) Provides for the minimum legal size 
limit for channel catfish. (N.R.)

SB 407 Hines 
(FINAL PASSAGE 5/29)

(c) Allows fishing in Chicot Lake with 
yo-yos•. (N.R.)

SB 435 Johnson (c) Designates the green tree frog as the
(Pending - Final passage official state amphibian. (N.R.)
House Floor)

SB 442 Cox 
(DEAD)

(c) Provides relative to the disposition 
of certain animals seized. (Agric.)

SB 470 Bankston 
(DEAD)

(c) Development of strategic planning 
process for each state agency. 
(Finance)

SB 473 Bankston (c)
(Pending - Final Passage 
House Floor)

Exempts East Feliciana Parish from 
the provisions of the Louisiana 
Noncoal Surface Mining Law. (N.R.)

Eliminates fee for alligator skin 
tags. (N.R.)

SB 521 Picard 
(DEAD)

(c)



SB 524 Ewing
(DEAD)

(c) Prohibits equipment acquisitions by 
state agencies repeatedly cited for 
inventory violation. (S & G)

SB 546" Brinkhaus
(DEAD)

(c) Dedicates fifty percent of the excess 
fees collected from the sale of 

hunting licenses to the enforcement 
division of the Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries. (N.R.)

SB 552 Brinkhaus (c) Decreases the alligator fee. (N.R.)
(WITHDRAWN 5/06/93)

SB 553 Brinkhaus
(WITHDRAWN 5/06/93)

(C) Decreases the alligator tag fee. 
(N.R.)

SB 567 Bagneris
(Pending - Final Passage

(C) Prohibits discrimination of persons 
with disabilities. (S & G)

House Floor)

SB 588 Hainkel
Ret. to Cal. 5/30)

(C) Amends the phrase "pollution of 
streams or rivers" to "pollution of 
streams, rivers, lakes, bayous or 
ditches in the public right of way". 
(E..Q.)

SB 591 Hainkel
(DEAD)

(C) Creates the Louisiana Coastal 
Wetlands Conservation, Restoration 
and Management Act of 1993. (N.R.)

SB 615 Bagneris
(WITHDRAWN 5/03/93)

s

(C) Authorizes the seizing law 
enforcement agency to recover
expenses for preserving, maintaining, 
repairing or enhancing the value of 
the property seized. (Jud."C")

SB 617 Dardenne
(DEAD)

(C) Prohibits appropriations to a budget 
unit in excess of certain 
appropriations for units which 
overspend. (Finance)

SB 622 Ewing
(DEAD)

(c) Defines "public road" and provides 
for annual adoption of capital 
improvement program by parish 
governing authorities. (THPW)

SB 626 Barro
(WITHDRAWN 5/10/93)

(C) Requires a priority program for 
capital outlay projects. (R&F)

SB 641 Kelly
(WITHDRAWN 5/04/93)

(C) Provides relative to the 
confidentiality of certain undercover 
operation records of law enforcement. 
(S & G)

SB 719 Bagneris
(WITHDRAWN 5/17/93)

(C) Renames the Seafood Promotion and 
Marketing Fund to the Seafood 
Promotion and Marketing Account. 
(N.R.)

SB 726 Bagneris
(FAILED)

(C) Increases •the fees charged for 
various commercial fisherman's 
licenses. (N.R.)

SB 754 Brinkhaus
(WITHDRAWN 5/06/93)

(c) Creates the Louisiana Alligator 
Advisory Committee and reduces the 
alligator tag fee. (N.R.)



SB 806 Bankston
(DEAD)

(c) Pursuant to the Louisiana Oil Spill 
Prevention and Response Act, provides 
for the coordinator1s powers and 
duties, and for selection of 
commission members.

SB 837 Greene
(DEFERRED)

(c) Prohibits the taking of bowfin eggs 
with nets from January 15th through 
February 28th of each year. (N.R.)

SB 858 McPherson
(Ret. to Cal. 5/29)

(c) Provides that the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries shall have 
sale authority to control and 
regulate all aspects of hunting, 
fishing and boating in all water 
conservation districts. (N.R.)

SB 868 McPherson
(CONFERENCE)

(C) Allows public waterworks districts to 
perform essential operations at 
certain facilities located on natural 
and scenic rivers. (N.R.)

SB 869* McPherson 
(FAILED)

(C) Increases from sixty to sixty-five 
years the age whereby residents are 
exempted from purchasing hunting or 
fishing licenses arid fees. (N.R.)

SB 870 McPherson
(FINAL PASSAGE 5/29)

(C) Repeals authority for issuing special 
permits for fishing tournaments for 
taking fish otherwise outside the 
legal limits. (N.R.)

SB 926 Morial
(DEAD)

(C) Provides that all shellfish caught 
within Louisiana waters be landed in 
Louisiana. (N.R.)

SB 958 Foster
(DEAD)

(C) Removes Bayou Penchant from the 
natural and scenic rivers system. 
(N.R.)

SB 978 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Provides for a surcharge on certain 
fees paid into the Seafood Promotion 
and Marketing Fund. (N.R.)

SB 980 Nunez, etal
(DEFERRED)

(C) Renames the Seafood Promotion and 
Marketing Fund to the Seafood 
Promotion and Marketing Account. 
(N.R.)

SB 981 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Increases the fees charged for 
various commercial fisherman's 
licenses. (N.R.)

SB 982 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Provides for the use of trawls, purse 
seines and pompano nets in the waters 
of Breton and Chandeleur Islands and 
removes the recreational bag limit 
exception on certain fish using such 
items. (N.R.)

SB 983 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Allows legitimate molluscan trade 
associations to print and distribute 
molluskan shellfish tags. (N.R.)

SB 984 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Reduces the penalty for an oyster tag 
violation from class three to class 
one. (N.R.)



SB 985 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(c) Authorizes legitimate Louisiana 
oyster harvesters and dealers to 
distribute their own pre-printed 
oyster tags. (N.R.)

SB 986 Nunez
(DEFERRED)

(C) Provides that the La. Dept. of 
Wildlife & Fisheries may establish 
fees for the oyster tags that it 
distributes. (N.R.)

SB 989 Morial
(DEAD)

(c) Allows legitimate molluscan trade 
associations to print and distribute 
molluscan shellfish tags. (N.R.)

SB 1020 sevario
(Pending - House Floor)

(C) Creastes the budget oversight
committee of the Oil Spill 
Interagency Council.

SB 1032 McPherson
(DEAD)

(C) Provides for the collection of 
alligator hide tag fees and alligator 
shipping label fees. (N.R.)

SB 1034 McPherson
(Ret. to Cal. 5/29)

(C) Expands the Marine Recreational 
Development Board to include members 
from various freshwater fishing 
groups. (N.R.)

SB 1065 Hines
(ENROLLED 5/3L)

(C) Authorizes the Avoyelles Parish 
School Board to sell certain lands in 
Avoyelles Parish to the Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries. (N.R.)

SCR 11 Ullo
(PASSED)

(C) Provides for special committee to 
study the problem of underwater 
obstructions in coastal and marine 
waters of the state. (N.R.)

SCR 63 Greene
(ENROLLED 5/30)

(C) Directs the commissioner of 
administration and the Dept, of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to study the 
feasibility of placing small parcels 
of state-owned land up for public 
bid. (N.R.)

SCR 64 Greene
(ENROLLED 5/28)

(C) Directs the Dept, of Wildlife and 
Fisheries to study the feasibility of 
maximizing deer season to enhance the 
overall quality of game. (N.R.)

SCR 75 McPherson
(DEAD)

(C) Directs the Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission to set the wildfowl season 
at Catahoula Lake to coincide with 
the same season within the East Zone, 
and to flood the lake immediately at 
the end of the first split of the 
season.

SCR 155 Nunez
(ENROLLED 5/17/93)

(C) Directs the Louisiana Wildlife & 
Fisheries Commission to open the 
inshore brown shrimp season in Zone 
2 by May 20, 1993.

SCR 163 Kelly
(ENROLLED 5/24/93)

(C) Requests the department to change the 
name of the Saline Wildlife
Management Area to the Dewey W. 
"Jakie" Wills Wildlife Management 
Area.



SCR 172 McPherson 
(Ret. to cal. 5/29 ? 
(H-Orders 5/31)

SCR 185 Cain 
(ENROLLED 5/28)

SCR 186 McPherson 
(DEAD)

SR 20 McPherson 
(ENROLLED 5/10/93)

SR 43 Landry 
(ENROLLED 5/21/93)

(c) Directs the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to study 
the feasibility of setting a minimum 
number of days for hunting deer with 
the aid of dogs in Rapides Parish.

Requests the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries to study the 
feasibility of charging a fee for the 
taking of fish and game on leased 
land.

Directs the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries to study ; the deer herd 
population in Kisachie National 
Forest in order to determine if the 
deer season could be extended.

(c) Approves the Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation and Restoration Plan. 
(N.R.)

(c) Commends Johnnie W. Tarver, Chief of 
the Fur and Refuge Division of the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, 
on his service to the renewable 
natural resoruces of the state.

Denotes Department Bills
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Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring 

Secretary
CONTACT 

(504) 765-2923

93-117 4/20/93

BRACKISH WATER AND CUTS DON’T MIX

Sportsmen ready to head for the coastal waters in search of redfish, trout or other fish that 

frequent brackish water should pack more than their lures. They should also make sure they have 

a few tetracycline capsules in their tackle box to ward off a bacterial infection that, while rare, 

has led to amputation in at least one case.

The bacterial infection is known as vibrio and is caused by small organisms found in 

brackish water when cuts are exposed to the water. Symptoms of the disease include a sudden 

onset of intense pain, followed by chills and fever. If pain or chills begin, an immediate visit to 

a hospital emergency room is strongly recommended. Do not wait for fever to set in, as this 

indicates the infection has progressed farther.

An angler suspecting that he or she may be suffering from vibrio should inform the 

attending doctor of the circumstances under which the infection was contracted. If the doctor does 

not know the infection is saltwater related, the patient could be treated for another illness.

The vibrio infection is especially dangerous because gangrene begins in a matter of hours. 

In one case, a victim of the viral infection waited two days to go to the hospital and gangrene 

was so bad that one of his arms and part of a shoulder had to be amputated.

There are only six to 12 reported cases of vibrio each year, but fisherman should be 

especially wary of the disease because they frequently cut or nick their hands or fingers while

-over-



vibrio/add-one

on the water. Those anglers staying in remote areas while fishing coastal waters are the most 

susceptible to the more advanced symptoms of the infection.

Dr. Temple Williams of Baylor College of Medicine recommends anglers take tetracycline 

whenever they suffer cuts or abrasions while fishing in an area where medical facilities are not 

readily available.

Tetracycline is very inexpensive, with one Baton Rouge pharmacy reporting that 30 pills 

would cost less than $8. A prescription is required before the drug can be bought, so a visit to 

your doctor before a coastal fishing trip is necessary. Your doctor also can give you the correct 

dosage of tetracycline that should be taken if a cut or abrasion is suffered.

The coastal waters of Louisiana offer great fishing and hours of excitement. Don’t let a 

small cut or scrape lead to an emergency room visit and possibly a lengthy hospital stay.

-30-

EDITORS: For more information contact Harry Blanchet at 504/765-2889.
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brackish water when cuts are exposed to the water. Symptoms of the disease include a sudden 

onset of intense pain, followed by chills and fever. If pain or chills begin, an immediate visit to 

a hospital emergency room is strongly recommended. Do not wait for fever to set in, as this 

indicates the infection has progressed farther.

An angler suspecting that he or she may be suffering from vibrio should inform the 

attending doctor of the circumstances under which the infection was contracted. If the doctor does 

not know the infection is saltwater related, the patient could be treated for another illness.

The vibrio infection is especially dangerous because gangrene begins in a matter of hours. 
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on the water. Those anglers staying in remote areas while fishing coastal waters are the most 

susceptible to the more advanced symptoms of the infection.

Dr. Temple Williams of Baylor College of Medicine recommends anglers take tetracycline 

whenever they suffer cuts or abrasions while fishing in an area where medical facilities are not 

readily available.

Tetracycline is very inexpensive, with one Baton Rouge pharmacy reporting that 30 pills 

would cost less than $8. A prescription is required before the drug can be bought, so a visit to 

your doctor before a coastal fishing trip is necessary. Your doctor also can give you the correct 

dosage of tetracycline that should be taken if a cut or abrasion is suffered.
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small cut or scrape lead to an emergency room visit and possibly a lengthy hospital stay.
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Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring  

Secretary
CONTACT  
(504) 765-2923

93-140 5/28/93

COMMISSION MEETING SET FOR JUNE 3

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular 

meeting on Thursday, June 3, 1993, at 10:00 a.m. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and 

Fisheries building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1. Roll call.

2. Approval of May 6, 1993, minutes.

3. Approval of May 18, 1993, minutes.

4. Aircraft report.

5. Public comments on the 1993-94 resident game hunting season proposals.

6. Final ratification of Black Bass regulations for Toledo Bend — Caddo Lake.

7. Review of method for setting Shrimp Season.

8. Report on the status/activity of the Department’s Finance Committee.

9. Collection attorney’s report.

10. Civil restitution and class 1 update.

11. Monthly Law Enforcement report/May.

12. District Attorney’s report.

13. Secretary’s report to the Commission.

14. Set September 1993 meeting date.

15. Public comments.

-30-



May 26, 1993

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A M .  on Thursday- June 3. 1993 in the
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of May 6, 1993

3. Approval of Minutes of May 18, 1993

4. Aircraft Report

5. Public Comments - 1993-94 Resident Game Hunting Season 
Proposals

6. Final Ratification of Black Bass Regulations for Toledo 
Bend - Caddo Lake

7. Review of Method for Setting Shrimp Season

8. Report on the Status/Activity of Department's Finance 
Committee

9. Collection Attorney's Report

10. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update

11. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/May

12. District Attorney's Report
13. Secretary's Report to the Commission

14. Set September 1993 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent o f  W ild life  and  F isheries  
Post O ffice Box 98000  

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

May 26, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

RE: June Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A M. on Thursday, June 3, 1993, in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of May 6, 1993

2. Approval of Minutes of May 18, 1993 

LEE CAUBARREAUX

3. Aircraft Report

4. Public Comments - 1993-94 Resident Game Hunting Season 
Proposals

CORKY FERRET

5. Final Ratification - Black Bass Regulations for Toledo 
Bend - Caddo Lake

JIMMY JENKINS

6. Review of Method for Setting Shrimp Season 

FRED PREJEAN

7. Status/Activity Report on the Department's Finance 
Committee

Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Commission Meeting 
May 26, 1993

WYNNETTE KEES

8. Collection Attorney's Report

9. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update 

WINTON VIDRINE

10. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/May

11. District Attorney's Report 

JOE L. HERRING

12. Secretary's Report to the Commission

13. Set September 1993 Meeting Date 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Ferret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs
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Joe L. Hening 

Department Secretary
May 19, 1993

Joe L. Herring, 
Louisiana Dept* 
P.O, B o x  98000 
Baton R o u g e , LA

Q

W ild life  and F isheries C om m ission  
James H . Jenkins, Jr.

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504) 927-1760
Secretary
of Wildlife and Fisheries 

70898-9000

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Dear Joe:

I w o uld like to place an item on the Commission's June Agenda:

:

RE V I E W  OF METHOD FOR SETTING "SHRIMP SEASON".

I w o u l d  like for the Department to be p r e p a r e d  to discuss, at 
least, th e  following items:

(1) CRiteria&for opening dates and history of development of 
this criteria

(2) Other states' criteria or methods

(3) Cost of collecting data and time spent to set dates

(4) Alternate methods to open shrimp season

(5) Review of HC R  252 and SCR 155 

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

c c : C o rky Ferret
D o n  Puckett 
Commission Members

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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|epLS$eaî
Seccatary

tVpjmfflgntqfraMHfeaTwl FSshgncs 
Post Office Bojc98000

LA 708984000 
(304) 765-2800

Mw&iW.Hivawis
Govaaae

May 25, 1993
MB4Q5ANDOM

TO: Chairman and Members, of Commission

BE:
FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary
BE: June Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at latoo on 3^ 1993  ̂ in the
Louisiana Room at the wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, L&-

The following will be on the agenda:
/■

1- A p p r o v a l  o f  Minutes o f  May 6, 1993 
~"2. Approval of Minutes of May 18, 1993

T.R%

—  3. Aircraft Report

^  4. public Comments - 1993-94 Resident Game Hunting Season

coftyy pgttttgr

Final Ratification - Black Bass Regulations for Toledo.

pumn wranaay
6. Status/Activity Report on the Department1® Finance

Proposals

Bend - Caddo Lake

Committee

An Equal OpportnrityDnptoyet
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Commission Meeting 
May 25, 1993

WYNUETTK Trees

7* Collection Attorney's Report 
/ 8. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update 

WTNTON V1DRXHE

/9- Monthly Lav Enforcement Report/May 
^ 1.0* District Attorney’s Report 

JOS L. MERRZNG

/'ll. Secretary1 s Report to the Commission

12, Set September 1993 Meeting Date 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
JLHisch
C: Clyde Kimball

Fred Prejeau 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Ferret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division chiefs

TOTAL P.04
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May 19, 1993

Joe L  Herring
Department Secretary

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. - 

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504) 927-1760

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Joe:

I would like to place an item on the Commission's June Agenda:

I would like for the Department to be prepared to discuss, at 
least, the following items:

(1) CRiteria for opening dates and history of development of 
this criteria

(2) Other states' criteria or methods

(3) Cost of collecting data and time spent to set dates

(4) Alternate methods to open shrimp season

(5) Review of HCR 252 and SCR 155 

Thank you.

REVIEW OF METHOD FOR SETTING "SHRIMP SEASON".

Very truly yours

JHJJR:mek

cc: Corky Perret
Don Puckett 
Commission Members

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L. Hening 
Secretary

S k o k -  o f J l o u i n ^

D epartm ent o f W ild life  and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

May 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secret

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. Mav 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1

JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L. Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent o f W ild life  and F isheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

May 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. Mav 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

FROM: Joe L. Herring,

JLH/sch
^ . *

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman t / #0 T Wo % Kwow

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent o f W ild life  and F isheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Hay 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and  ̂ Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secret

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. Mav 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation! y  ///,/? 2

JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer
" l!. 2 83
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Joe L Herring 
Secretary

Jfcafe o f  Jtajhicv-

D epartm ent o f W ild life  and F isheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

May 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secret

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday, May 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1

JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees L /  
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent o f W ild life  and F isheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton R ouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

May 6, 1993

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secret

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. May 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank youZ^for your 
cooperation! f\ J  A

JLH/sch

Commissioners 
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton vidrine - 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

IREC’D
M  1 0  93

An Equal Opportunity Employer 0FFI^c CF WILDLIFE
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MEMettAWPHM 

TOi V/' •••'Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant secretary- 
Office; of . wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office :of 
Fisheries •

FROM: Joe L • • Herring, secret
7

' LL'. ' ' ^

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993
: Please write ori the bottom of this memo and return to Susan

Hawkins bv Tuesday. Mav is. 1993 any agenda items your off ice may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd commission Meeting to be held i n . 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 .. 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.mV on June 3rd*; > 
Tf vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the btat# journal.

’ Resolutions arid ifotices of intent should be included With the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1
J%a/seh :S

c o t Cdttm i9sion«rs
Don Packet* ■■

■•■'■s. H a *  B ateaan

m

tori Turner .
UV' < 7 1 6  n -
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

SkchL. o f Jlouliia^

D epartm ent o f  W ild life  and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton R ouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

ifflf 0 7 93

INFORMATION & 
EDUCATION DIV. 

ADM
Edwin W. Edwards 

Governor

May 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM
TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-

Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secret

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - June 3, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. May 18. 1993 any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, June 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 3rd. 
If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JLH/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett / 
Bob Dennie v/ 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner
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May 10, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division

FROM: Susan Hawkins, APA Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Rule for Final Ratification

Just a note to remind you that ratification of the following 
rules can be presented to the Commission at its June 3rd, 1993 
Meeting:

1) Black Bass Regulations - Caddo Lake
2) Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 
Thank you.

sch

cc: Corky Ferret
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COMMISSION MEETING SET FOR JUNE 3

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular 

meeting on Thursday, June 3, 1993, at 10:00 a.m. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and 

Fisheries building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

S T

Roll call.

Approval of May 6, 1993, minutes. 

Approval of May 18, 1993, minutes. 

Aircraft report. -'v /  -  ^  o

Public comments on the 1993-94 resident game hunting season proposals.
— 7 / ^ ^  ^ ___ .

Final ratification of Black Bass regulations for Toledo Bend — Caddo Lake. /

Review of method for setting Shrimp Season.
trU/S&n LMTVtspf- — -7 (

Report on the status/activity of the Department’s Finance Committee. 7_

13.

Collection attorney’s report.

Civil restitution and class 1 update. 

Monthly Law Enforcement report/May. 

District Attorney’s report.

Secretary’s report to the Commission. 

Set September 1993 meeting date.

15. Public comments.


